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People of Shanxi do have their own advantages for doing business.

The long, up & down Great Wall had precisely divided the ancient Chinese civilization into two so different kinds . At the north side of the
Wall, a boundless natural grassland in which oxen and sheep in large flocks eating in bushes and grasses under the vast blue sky where the
northern Chinese nomadic tribes being born and growed. At the south, it was the cradle of the Chinese agricultural civilization, picture like
patterns everywhere, all kind of green crops in fertile farmland, and men working in rice — fields and women knitting at home.

Two civilizations are complimentary to each other. The northern tribes were cultivated by the vast grassland, living mainly on animal hus-
bandry, and their clothes, grains and daily necessities were supplied by the southern farmers which in return were relying on supplies of farm
animals , furs and battle steed by the northern herdsman .

Shanxi is located at foot of middle part of the Great Wall. Its northern part closely links with the Mongolian highland - the main area for the
northern tribes ; and its south, east and west neighboring with the agricultural area of central China. Therefore, since the very ancient time,
Shanxi has been the principal region and channel for people of north and south to exchange their goods and products. Back to the early Qin
Dynasty, quite a some rich merchants had emerged in Shanxi, doing trading business with the northern tribes along the north and central bor-
ders. Afterwards in Han Dynasty, the Shanxi merchants expanded their business scope to the area of Great Wall as recorded in the { Han
book . File of Mongolian) : “ Mongolians after the Shan — Yu period were all doing business well with the Han nationalities along the area of Great
Wall " . Through the Dynasties of Wei, Jin, South & North, Sui, Tang, up to the Song, the businesses scope of Shanxi merchants became
so enlarged with the actively going on contacts between people of two sides of the Great Wall. The business was expanding all the time in
general, all though there was up and down in trade volumes sometimes.

Actually, the most prosperous time of Shanxi merchants doing business over the Great Wall began in Ming Dynasty. In early Ming Dynasty,
the border defense was mainly at north of Shanxi. In order to ensure the military materials inc. grains to the frontier troops, the Government ,
as condition, encouraged businessmen to transport and sell continuously the large quantity of needed materials to border areas at north by
granting to the businessmen the exclusive licenses of trading eatable salt . This was the government policy then well known as *“ Businessmen
were invited to sell grains to the frontier troops, but holding the salt licenses .” The smart and experienced Shanxi merchants were quickly
catching the opportunity with geographical advantage and selling both grains and salt . This had been the significant beginning of the 500 year
long of the large scale business practice of the Shanxi merchants in and outside of the Great Wall.

After entering the Qing Dynasty, Shanxi merchants, being encouraged by a Sino — Russia Protocol ( The Border Agreement of ZAKATOV
- translated based on pronunciation ) , again expanded their business scope up to Moscow and other places of Europe crossing the Gobi
Desert. At that time, all the hotels of big and small in the desert and prairie of thousands miles crossing the central Asia and mid — Asia were used
as “ harbors of land " by the Shanxi merchants. The fully loaded camel teams were the “ unsinkable container — ships” for the Shanxi merchants
to transport their goods in long distance .

Just because of the large scale of the crossing Great Wall trading , the Shanxi merchants were remarkably growing up in the duration of
Ming & Qing Dynasties . Then silvers ( business profits ) flew like running water into their pockets and the financial houses of the Shanxiness
were opened one after another. With the money then the Shanxi merchants built up at their homes the monuments - the magnificent family

courtyards.
The Qu family being introduced in this book was a successful trader and financial entity rising abruptly during the crossing Great wall com-

mercial activities in the Dynasties of Ming & Qing. And the huge business profitability generated in the family’ s long - run business had enabled
the family built up such a super — sized magnificent residential courtyard as shown in the book in their home — village.
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