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a Marco’s Father Goes to China

Venicel is built on several islands in the sea.

There are not many streets in Venice, but there
are a lot of canals’. Ships come to Venice from all
over the world’.

Marco Polo lived in Venice a long time ago'.
When he was six years old his father said to him,
“Marco, I am going away’.”

“Where are you going. Father?” asked Marco.

“I am going to Asia® with your uncle, and we
shall be away for a long time,” his father replied’ .
“You must be a good boy, and help your mother.”

Marco’s father and uncle were merchants®.
They bought things from Asia and sold them in
Venice. They were both rich.

Marco was very lonely’ after his father had
gone away. His mother died, and he went to live

. 1
with an aunt™ .
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He often went out in the morning and watched
the ships coming in.

Several years passed, but his father and uncle
did not return.

Marco’s father and uncle had gone to' China, a
country in Asia, and there they met the Emperor ,
Kublai Khan' .

Kublai Khan liked these strange men from
Venice,and he asked them many questions.

When they left China, Kublai Khan said, “You
must come back again.” He gave them a golden
tablet' to help them on the dangerous journey’ home.
When they showea this tablet in towns and villages,
people gave them food and horses’ . “You have the
Emperor’s tablet,” they said. “We will help you on
your journey.”

Marco was now fifteen years old.

One day a ship came into the harbor® , Marco’s
father and uncle were on the ship, and Marco ran to

meet them.
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&Marco’ s Journey Begins

M arco’s father stayed at home for two years.

Marco was a young man by now, and he was
tall and strong. “Your uncle and I promised to
return to China and visit the great Emperor, Kublai
Khan, again,” said his father one day. “Do you
want to come?”

“Oh, yes, Father,” Marco replied.

“The journey will be dangerous,” said Marco’s
father.

“But the Emperor’s city, Peking', is a
wonderful place,” Marco’s uncle said. “People there
wear fine silk clothes’ and gold jewelery’.” We
bought some silk and gold there and we will buy a lot
more. When we have sold it, we shall be rich
forever'.”

So Marco’s father and uncle sailed’ away again
from Venice. It was the year 1271. This time they
took Marco with them,

First they went to Jerusalem®. There they got
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some holy oil' as a present’ for Kublai Khan. Then
they bought some food and horses.

Their journey east to Peking meant® traveling all
the way across Asia.

“l must remember everything I see on this
journey,” Marco said to himself' .

They passed the  snowy’ slopes’  of
Mount’ Ararat, and people told them that Noah’s
Ark® was still at the top.

They passed places where’ oil came out of ” the
ground. Marco saw that the oil could be used for'!
lighting'* lamps.

“One day,” Marco said, “I shall write a book
about this journey.”

Marco traveled in a caravan”. A caravan is a
lot of people riding together for safety, with
servants' ,horses, camels” ,and carts'® .

The caravan traveled about twenty miles a day.
It crossed windy deserts’® and passed big, dry

mountains.
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The Robbers of Kerman

A fter a few weeks the caravan arrived in Persia’ .

Here there were cities with beautiful
gardens, flowers, and lovely” trees. Marco enjoyed
eating their big, strange fruits.

The people of the city of Kerman made swords®
and other weapons' out of steel’. They also made
curtains’, cushions’ and bedspreads® out of silk. On
these’ they sewed' beautiful patterns'’ of birds and
flowers.

“Kerman is on the great Silk Road'? to China,”
Marco’s uncle said. “The Chinese bring silk and gold
to Europe along the Silk Road. The Emperor makes
the road safe for all merchants traveling to and from
Europe.”

The caravan followed the Silk Road. The
travelers climbed a high mountain pass” and then
came down into a hot, dusty!* plain'.

“There are robbers'® on this plain,” one man

said.
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Suddenly there was a dust storm'. The dust
~went into Marco’s eyes and mouth. Everything was
dark. At that moment there was a terrible shout.
Marco heard the sound of galloping? horses.

“The robbers!” his uncle shouted. “ Follow
me!”

Marco and his father and uncle rode close to
each other’. They knocked down®' one group of
robbers, and then galloped to the safety of the
nearest village.

They heard the noise of fighting and the
screams’ of the other travelers on the road behind
them.

“Stop !” Marco cried. “We must go back and
help.”

“No,” his uncle replied. “We cannot help
them. ”

“Look,” said his father. “Here is an empty

house. We must hide® here until” morning. ”



