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PREFACE

Some people regard the Lugu Lake as a poem, a dream and a
mysterious land which is beyond description but will always arouse much
interest and thinking.Others look upon it as a place like a wonderland or
Utopia which can be described only in wonderful music from the bottom
of your heart.I always regard the Lugu Lake as my hometown where my
soul is forever wandering about and my beautiful dreams have taken root.In
the eyes of the outsiders, the Lugu Lake is like a mellow wine brewed in
the mysterious past with which the passing travelers will get intoxicated,
where the disappearing past is audible to those who miss the glorious past
and hope for a brighter future As for me, the Lugu Lake is like a black-
colored earthen jar filled with the Mosuo’s past: their songs, prayers,
recollections, expectations, irresolution, misery and happiness which in
fact have been inscribed in their hearts and their holy land --the Lugu Lake.

In the Lugu Lake arca, the Mosuo matriarchal society still exists, and
the traditional Mosuo religion and marriage custom have survived with the
drums echoing at dusk and the bells at dawn. During the Reform Period of
China, the Mosuo groom’s songs and the bronze bells carry much more
meanings than ever before, the Mosuo mothers know much more than they
did in the past, and the Mosuo preachers are no longer puzzled. In this
great period, Mr. Li Yuebo, a well-known photographer, has been to the
Lugu Lake area scores of times. He wants to catch every important fraction
of the history of the Mosuos with his camera and reveal its secrets to the
outside world.Like a migratory bird, every year Mr. Li Yuebo will come to
the Lugu Lake area on great occasions. When the migratory birds are talking
to the Lugu lake in their own language, Mr. Li Yuebo, sitting quietly on the
lakeshore, is talking like a wanderer to the Mother Lake with his camers
and heart. When he is back to the noisy city, the Lugu Lake will become a
holy place in his dreams and a homeland much missed.

Now, a valuable part of Lugu history with many meaningful fractions
of the life of the Mosuos,and Mosuo matriarchal culture are revealed in
the precious photographs by Mr. Li Yuebo. With much pleasure as a native
of the Lugu Lake, I want to give a cultural interpretation of these
photographs. I want to sing the Mosuo poems heard on the Lugu Lake and
in the surrounding mountains. I want to record their life and moving stories.
I want to share the intense and tender feelings and love of the Lugu Lake,
the psalm of life of the Mosuos and the splendid culture of the Mother
Lake with all the travelers, wanderers and thinkers who have been trying to
understand the meaning of existence. O listen, the undulating mountains
are overflowing with moving Mosuo songs, which I will always bear in my

heart wherever I go.
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The Lugu Lake is the Garden of
Eden of the Mosuos, where the water

looks jade blue and the surrounding

mountains are eternally green. The Mosuo
women, like the moon rising in the
mountains, have been an everlasting myth
and temptation. This section centers on
their dream-like past, their changing
society and their puzzlement during the
Reform Period. With the moon shining
over them, their songs can express their
tender feelings about the past, but history
is always marching on. What has
happened and what is happening to
them? What should they do now and
in the future? The stories of this
matriarchal society have been a focus
of attention in the world and will arouse
more interest in the future.
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The Garden of Eden of the Mosuos
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A night scene with bonfires in
the distance and overflowing

with Mosuo music and songs.
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Mosuo wooden house by the
lake, which may take you

back thousands of years
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In the Garden of Eden of the
Mosuos, it is the Mosuo

women that support the

family. Though they are not

materially rich, their
independent spirit, perfect
confidence and unaffected
smiles have won the
admiration of all the people
who have been to the Mosuo

society.
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Only after you have seen this

miraculous brightness can

you understand what is water

and what are clouds.

W, RET. T 45817,
ST, % H K 2

o VLI AR, AN AN U6 o T X
AL, AbATAITE XK,
AT ARHRIE, A RS T
HE, WARMSEER KL, TR
TN A Hb, BESE KHE, AT
RIS RERERE B
%o BT EEAE ANV B 5 15
HAN RIS N, AT SF A
— AN EIEE, B W VY )
MY, W W B e, fil
Wz AL BR3P 7 . T
WRiE . B, iR e — B gsn %
P, W32 — B g . H
miffE, HyEmE, ik, Tl
fifa, 5, 20 a x4
dET.

EED g TR SN (B
i, REEE DM, WIHC
Lv’ZéF’J’JTEPQ;E—z}J WAL,
R EFF R 7 — B AR L
1. 87 &mwrﬁ»ﬁm X% g
R RS T IR
RRIIFAR ), 2 A “fafa”,
R4S . st e iy X, S
— AL, A EE ER, i
=, R R IEYER

A LA ] BT RA, 2455 N
ATTRRF A B W R v A 1T 251
O 22 a3
o ]
HEEAFITE Lk
VRAT AR "
TEAR YAl N 24285 2200 1l
b, il B, B, LA, W
WT—HaCrmE. ELtk
M RZET, AR A s i
CRETLEMBRD
FR AT AT 43 B 3K 3
R T BB
RIEAEM 4R
TR X B B S ) B 5
TR o
CRVETEARRINMIR
AT R B A%
R TR FE
I 1 1* U]rv) yan
T X 2 ”/Jc}ﬂ’J“T"ﬁ@
AEEER ANTR s TUI— I =Y
R, KIS BERITER -
B B M o] £
AR
HIEERRZEIRA
BT RIEFRAE T /NE”







