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Preface

Red Star Over China(the Chinese version is{Pi17#1iZ)), the first to report the
Long March, introduces to the world Mao Zedong and other leaders as a group and dis-
seminates the Anti-Japanese United Front and other policies of the Communist Party of
China(C. P. C.), drawing aside the mysterious veil looming over the Red Area. Its
publication made the top news of that time in the West and caused a great sensation all
over the world. The author made a deepgoing interview of personages of the C.P.C.,
whose authorative introductions and statements made this rich and wide-visioned book
menqcbpe&a of the New Democratic Revolution of China. And the superb writing
technique made it an epic about Chinese revolution and an excellent report of the 20th

" century. In 1937, Red Star Over China was first published by Gollancz Company in
Great Britain; then, in 1938, it was published in Shanghai(in the name of (7§77 18
i2)) . Ever since then, it has spread in the world in various editions of over ten lan-
guages and become a veritable bestseller.

_Unfortunately, the book had long been cold-shouldered and even pmhlblted from
publication. Some experts present at this symposium pointed out that, after the founding
of the People’s Repuhlic of China(P.R.C.),because of the deteriorating“Left” ten-
dency and ideological trend resulting from successive political movements and line
struggles, Red Star Over China, which enjoyed high intemational popularity, tended to
be cold-shouldered in China. In February, 1960, Life, Reading and New Knowledge
Joint Bookstore printed a small number of “for-interior-publication” editions modelled on
the Fushe edition; in the unprecedented “ down-with-everything” clamor, the book was
printed with*in-rigid-control”stamps and forbidden to be lent to the public. For thirty
years, after the founding of the P.R,C. ,thereademdldmtstandanychancetoread
it, let alone make a study of it.
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After the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of C.P.C. ,the
academic circles bégan to be germinated with vigor. In 1979, Life, Reading and New
Knowledge Joint Bookstore published Mr. Dong Leshan’ s new version of Red Star Over
China 3 and the People’s Publishing House published Mao Zedong’ s Talks with Snow
in 1936(proofread by Wu Liping)in succession, which called people’ s fresh attention.
People realize that Red Star Over China is an important work to study the history of the
C.P.C. ,the Red Amy and the Soviet and to study the New Democratic Revolution of
CiﬁnaandtheAnti-JaparmeWaramitlmtitisalsoammtextbooktoculﬁvatethe
Chinese youth in patriotism and revolutionary tradition. For nearly twenty years, this
book has been ‘an academic hot issue. ‘

In 1982, the first symposium on Snow was held at Central China Teachers College
in Wuban. Later, symposiums of different topics were held in succession in Hohhot
(1985) , Shanghai (1987) , Beijing (1988,1992) , Wuhan (1992) and Xi’ an (1996) .
Present at these symposiums were Jiang Zemin, Chen Pixian, Huang Hua, Bu He, Cheng
Zihua, Yang Dezhi and Sun Yi; Deng Yingchao and Nie Rongzhen dispaiched their
messages of congratulations. Apart from Chinese specialists, scholars, professors and
news reporters from the U.S. , Great Britain, Canada, Italy, Germany, Japan, South Ko- -
rea and New Zealand attended the meeting with enthusiasm. ‘Hundreds- of theses were
submitted in succession and four collections of monographs on Snow weré published one
after another.

Tii 1997 , authorized by the State Commission, the International Symposium Marking
the 60th Anniversary of Publication of Red Star Over China was held at Huazhong Uni-
versity of Science and Technology in Wuhan, which réceived corisiderable care and sup-
port from the provincial Party committee arid government of Hubei; and fourteen mem-
beﬁdtthxsmngDelegauoanemordeelenSnowmadeaspecxaltnpfmnBex-
jing to Withan to attend the symposium. . Scholars from around China submitted over forty
theses, which 'made an overall and extensive study of Red Star Over China , Edgar Parks
Stiow and Helen Sriow from the anglesof history, reportage, sociology, psychology,
philology, thetoric, aesthetics,, anthropology , culturology and comparative literature. The
symposium promoted the studies of Snow to a new height aiid revealed a broader view in
this field. Scholars of China and the U.S. held unanimously that, as a classical report,
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Red Star Over China served as a bridge of exchange, understanding and friendship be-
tween the two countries. For sixty years, this special bridge encouraged fruitful under-
standing and cooperation on both sides between statesmen, scholars, soldiers and ordi-
nary people. Just as General Secretary Jiang Zemin put it in his inscription to the found-
ing of Chinese International Friends Society, the study of interational friends means
“building a bridge of friendship” .

This anthology, named Permanent Red Star of the Twentieth Century is a collection
of the theses submitted to this symposium, which consists of four topics: 1. background
for the completion of Red Star Over China, its documentary and academic value;2. the
noble personality of Snow as a journalist; 3. Edgar Parks Snow and Helen Snow; 4. its
linguistic and literary achievements. In view of the fact that there are few anthologies on
Snow and his Red Star Over China , the secretariat of CIFS has kindly recommended the
latest theses in this field, however, due to limited space, only those choice ones are in-
cluded in the anthology.

We’d like to thank Mr. Huang Hua, president of CIFS and vice exchairman of the
National People’s Congress for his consistent support for the study of Snow in Wuhan.
On the eve of the publication of this'anthology,we’d like to extend our sincere thanks
to Mr. Jiang Zhuping, governor of Hubei Province and Mr. Wang Zhongnong, member of
the Standing Provincial Party Commiittee and head of the Ministry of Publicity of Hubei;
and we’d like to convey our thanks to Huazhong University of Science and Technology;
and present our thanks to Mr. Wang Wenge, Chen Changheng, Zhu Feng and Wang Xi-
anpei from Central China Normal University. Press.

Prof. Yin Junsheng
Huazhong Normal University
March 3,1998
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