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Mother's donkeywork
BREAER

T wonder about my Momma sometimes, and all the other Negro mothers who got up at ¢ a. m.

1o go to the white man’s house with sacks over their shoes because it was so wet and cald. 1 wonder how
they made it. They worked very hard for the man, they made his breakfast and they scrubbed his floors and
they took care of his babies. They didn’t have too much time for us,

I wonder sbout my Momma, who walked oul of a white woman®s clean house at midnight and came back to
her own where the lights had been out for three months, and the pipes were frozen and the wind came in
through the holes in the wall. She'd have to make deals with the rats: leave some food out for them so they
wouldn't gnaw( M) on the doors or bite the babies. The roaches, they were just like part of the family.

I wonder how she felt telling those white kids she took care of 1o brush their teeth after they ate, to wash
their hands after they peed( 4ME). She could never tell her own kids because there wasn'l soap or waler back
home.

I wonder how my Momma felt when we came home from schoo! with a list of vitamins and pills and cod
liver oil the school nurse said we had to have. Momma would ery all night, and then go out and spent most of
the rent money for pills. A week later, the white man would come for his eighteen dollars rent and Momma
would plead with him to wait until tomorrow™, She had loat her pocketbook. The relief check was coming. The
white folk had some money for her. Tomorrow I'd be hiding in the coal closet because there was only supposed
1o be two kids in the flat, and I could hear the rent man ourse my Momma and call her a li®. And when he
finally went away, Momma put the sacks on her shoes <nd went off to the rich white folks’ house to dress the
rich white kids so their mother could take them to a special baby doctor.

( 1. Mother got up at 6 a. m. every day, because «
A. she had 1o cook breakfast for her children
B. she had to catch the first bus to the factory
C. she had to work in the white man's house
[, she had to go to see a special baby doctor
( }2. Mother never told us to brush our teeth or to wash our hands because
A. she though we didn’t need to B. we didn't like washing hands
C. we had done everything very well D. there was no soap or water in our home

—
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{ 13. Why did the writer hide in a closet when the landowner came for rent?
A. The closet could only hold two kids.
B. Only two kids were allowed to live in the house.
C. They should pay more rent for two kids.
D. There was only one bedroom for the two kids.
( }4, What does the writer mainly tell us?
A. Black people lead a miserable life. B. Black people don't have enough rent money.
C. White people lead an expensive life. D). White people have special baby doctors.

B

BB p FR: 333 wards FFHEABY ;5.5 mins X e :

An unusual hobby
HEE— MR ELF

The class teacher thought that hobbies were very important for every child. She encouraged all her pugpils to
have one, and sometimes arranged for their parents to come and see the work they had done as a result.

One Friday moming the teacher told the class that those who had a hobby could have a holiday that
aftencon to get the things they had made as parts of their hobbies ready for their parents to see the following
afterncon,

So on Friday afternoon, ‘while those of the pupils who had nothing 1o show did their usual lessons, the
lucky ones who had made something were allowed 1o go home, on condition that they returned before five
d'elock 1o bring what they were going 1o show, and to arranged them.

When the afternoon lessons began, the teacher was surprised to see that Tommy was not there. He was the
laziest boy in the class, and the teacher found it difficult to believe that he had a hobby. However, at a quarter
to five, Tommy arrived with & beautiful collection of L flies in glass cases. After his teacher had admired
them and helped him to arrange them on a table in the classroom, she was surprised to see Tommy pick them
up again and begin to leave.

“What are you doing, Tommy?" She asked. “ Those things must remain here until tomorrow afterncon.
That's when the parents are coming to see them. ”

“T know they are coming then,” answered Tommy, “and I will bring them back tomorrow; but my big
brother doesn't want them to be out of our house at night in case they are stolen™. "

“But what has it got to do with your big brother?” asked the teacher. * Aren't the butterflies yours?"

“No,” answered Tommy. “They belong to him. ™

“But Tammy, you are supposed to show your own hobby here, not somebody else’s]” said the teacher.

“1 know that , " answered Tommy. “My hobby is watching my brother collecting butterflies. ™
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( 31. What's the best title for this passage?
A. Imporant Hobbies B. Tommy's Hobby
C. Different Hobbies D. Hobby of Collecting Butterflies
{ 12. The teacher . .
A. asked the pupils who were in her class 1o bring something they had made
B. was certain that her pupils were good at making things, so she wanted to show them to the parents.
. invited the parents to come and see what the pupils had made
. allowed the pupils who had hobbies not to go to class that Friday afternoon
The teacher was surprised to see that Tommy was not in the class that afternoon because
. Tommy had never been absent from class
Tommy was seriously ill and had been home
the teacher thought Tammy couldnt have a habby
the teacher didnt like Tommy at all
{ y4. After reading the passage the readers will laugh. Why?
Because Tommy was so lazy a boy.
. Because the teacher knew so little about Tommy.
. Because Tommy had made nothing at all.
Because Tommy had & strange idea about hobby.
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1. A week later, the white man would come for his eighteen dollars rent and Momma would plead with him to
wait until tomomrow, — 25 LA AEH L AMI IS RS sk LT X,

She pleaded with him not to go. AT RE T,

2. Tomorrow I'd be hiding in the coal closet because there was only supposed lo be two kids in the flat. %A
AANBLERRED HAARAASRTRELRER,

be supposed to do/be sth. ﬁﬁ"(&;ﬂi\3ﬂ\%#*)ﬁﬁ..&ﬂ',ﬂ"n 4oy

You are supposed to by a ticket, but not meny people do. A & ER 2AEHAKRS,

You were supposed to be here an hour ago. Ak — AR Bl

3, ---my big brother doesn’t want them to be ‘out of our house &l night in case they are stolen. # %%
48 4 MM AT A b ML, U AR A .

in case “ELBF; F—ET, o

Take & hat with you in case the sun is very hot. thE K MR F Fie TR L,

In case of rain they can't go. F—T@ N FRET.
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