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ABSTRACT

The dissertation is a combination of historical rescarch and cul-
tural analyses. Based on the course of Mongolian historical develop-
ment and the sequence ol cultural changes, the Mongolians higher
cducation can be divided into four stages, whose developing status
and features in each specific stage are to be sorted out and discussed
about, The first stage lasts from the Mongolian people westward
moving in the latter half of 8th century until the time when the
Mongolian Plateau was unified, the great Mongolian state was
founded and an ethnic community was formed. This is the embry-
onic stage of the Mongolians higher education when the Mongolians
traditional nomadic culture to be formed and finalized, " Great
Learning” and relevant higher educational ways appeared to meet
the need of current cultural development. At that time, tribal his-
torical knowledge, primitive religions knowledge, military knowl-
edge were respectively to be taught by means of {amily oral instruc-
tions, Shamanism rites and "keshig” system, Meanwhile, the Mon-
golian writing and imperial school came into heing. The second stage
starts at the beginning of 13th century when Genghis Khan went to
conquer the west and fight for the occupation of the Central plains
and ends at the end of 14th century when the Mongolian — Yuan
Empire was on the wane and its imperial court moved back to its n-
ative land. In the stage, the Han nationalitys higher education sys-

tem was grafted into the Mongolian society. In cultural value orien-

(i'
Py
—

BE TR RIS R AR N

L

I



3 9 B

tation, the Mongolian authorities worshiped Buddhism and Confu-
clanism, thus bring about the transformation of the traditional great
learning of the Mongolian society and mixing together the Mongoli-
ans culture and the Hans culture out of conflict. Higher educational
activities centered on the great learning of Confucianism. Then a to-
tal new higher educational system characterized by its Multi — na-
tionalities was established and specialized independent educational
institutions appeared, marked as new phase of the Mongolians
higher cducation followed by the embryonic stage. "the pluralism of
the Imperial college”, "the classical learning academys bureaucrati-
zation”, "the intermittent imperial examination™ are the main fea-
tures of higher education of the Mongolian — Yuan dynasty. The
third stage begins with the imperial court of Yuan Empire north-
ward moving in the latc of 14th century and stops when the Qing
dynasty began to waver in its final years. Lamaism Monastery high-
er education took a leading position in the stage. The Mongolians
culture began to bridge communication with the Tibetan culture and
finally they mixed together so that all of the Mongolian people werc
converted to the Tibetan Buddhism — Lamaism, even rcaching its
peach in the Qing dynasty. Accordingly, Lamaism Monastery high-
er education occurred as a synthesis of the Tibetan culture and the
Mongolians culture. On academy. Lamaism established 2 sct of
knowledge system with different levels . On education, it also es-
tablished a rigid set of study and diploma system. In the period,
higher education’s seeking Lamaism great learning and {ostering
senior Lamas was finalized as a special function of it, Besides, small
parts of the Mongolian people, main younger generation of the
Eight Banner attended the Hans model higher institutions and the
Manchu model higher institutions owned by the Manchu Qing
court, after graduation, they became the advanced rulers of the

Manchu Qing Empire. The fourth stage, [rom the final years of the



Qing dynasty until present, is marked as phase of birth and devel-
opment of modern Mongolians higher education. At that time, for-
eign force's influences and the changes in the Manchu's policies of
governing the Mongolians have given a way for the isolated Mongo-
lians culture to communicate with the Hans culture and the western
culture. The Manchu — Mongolians college was set up under the
new policies of the Manchu— Qing Empire at the [inal years of Qing
dynasty because of influcnces from the western culture introduced
to China and the Hans culture’s moving to the Northern China. The
college is the first institution of modern Mongolian higher educa-
tion. In the period of the Republic of China, a mixture of political
influences(like Soviet Russia, Japan, KMT and CPC) and the rein-
forcement of ethnic cultural self — consciousness have marked itsell
as a dividing political and cultural line, Thus higher education
stepped inta the phase of "scicnee™. Under the support of USSR,
(yuter Mongolia was founded as a new country, clesely following
the higher education system and thoughts of USSR. However, in
Inner Mongolia , appeared three different higher education models
with different governors and goals. In the KMT — governed area,
Moengolian students were sent to higher educational institutions in-
land or abroad and colonized higher education was held in the inva-
ded area controlled by the Japanese while in the liberated area,
Yanan ethnic college was established. In 1947, Inner Mongolia be-
came one of the unified ethnic autonomous region and its cthnic
higher education became a part of national ethnic higher education
for diffcrent nationalities, The development of its higher education,
aflected both by the mainstream society and the national ethnic poli-
cies, in many aspects has shown its differences, Nowadays. gener-
ally Mongolian pecple received higher education through two chan-
nels: first, they are educated in the national universities or colle-

ges, especially those in Inner Mongolia; Second, they entered the
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ethnic college or universities specially established by government,
These two kinds of higher educational institutions, in the process of
their development, have shown different characteristics in many as-
pects like educational goals, specialties and curriculum, and the en-
rolment. Besides, higher education institutions with Mongolian lan-
guage in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region is an important and u-

nique form presented in the ethnie Mongolia higher cducation.
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