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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION — “Close to the Western Paradise”

I'met Li Qing for the first time at the World Congress of Poets held
in Seul in 1990, a pre-war year which from a Yugoslav standpoint seems
so distant today. On that occasion we exchanged only a few words. We
did so through the mediation of his wife, Ka Sang. And that was it.

Did I remember the faces of Li Qing and Ka Sang because they came
from an unusual country, Hong Kong, figuratively located somewhere
between the earth and the sky? I don’t believe so. The reason must have
been personal, intimate, poetic. Li Qing expressed himself eloquently in the
manner in which he looked at you (a mixture of astuteness and curiosity),
the very discrete way he moved his hands and the way he wrinkled his
forehead.

Ka Sang did not miss to translate that as well to a language of laughter
and vigorous but merry simplicity, typical for very young girls rather than
for married women and mothers.

The following year we visited Li Qing’s and Ka Sang’s city, Hong
Kong, which we found quite exotic. Although my wife Krinka and I kept Li
Qing’s name card, we hesitated for three days to call them from the hotel
where we were staying. They responded immediately, as if they had been
waiting for us. We spent the next two days almost entirely in their company.
I communicated with Li Qing the same way as I did with some other great

poets with whom I was unable to speak directly. With Li Qing, as with the

I13



