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Abstract

Abstract

The objective of this book is the study of the top scholars of
the imperial exams who came from the Suzhou area during the
Ming and Qing dynasties. This book recognizes the special charac-
teristics of both the Suzhou area and the group of top imperial
scholars, and thus uses the unique angle of Suzhou’s top imperial
scholars to approach the topics of the effects of the imperial exami-
nation system on the development of Chinese literature, the special
characteristics of the imperial examination literature, and the char-
acteristics of the literature of the Suzhou area and the duty to pass
on family culture.

The Suzhou top imperial scholars of the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties comprise a unique group, demonstrating their brilliance in two
distinct ways. First, the Suzhou scholars were adept at grasping
the content of the exams; one generation after another tested the
top scores in imperial exams proving their excellence. More impor-
tantly, the Suzhou top imperial scholars not only tested well, but
also performed well. Their excellence in literature brought them
fame and their writings left a lasting legacy for future generations

to enjoy. First, in collecting the original data, this book produced
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historical biographies of the Suzhou top imperial scholars, at the
same time also providing summaries of their corpus.

From this base, this boock will discuss the two most outstand-
ing characteristics of the Suzhou top imperial scholars’ literary a-
chievements, first using the characteristics of the literature of the
Suzhou area and the imperial test as an explanation, then using a
detailed elaboration of the characteristics of the dissemination of
family clan literature.

Because of the developed economy, the stabilized environment
of the society, and the abundant collection of books, the area of
Suzhou provided ideal academic conditions in which the publishing
of literature and the education scholars flourished. Also, the physi-
cal environment of Suzhou consisting of majestic mountains, crystal
waters, and lush terrain fostered an innate sense of beauty in the
scholars, who display this sense in each of their writings. The top
imperial scholars’ works are marked as possessing an elegant and
clear style, maintaining both beauty and fluidity.

The top imperial scholars had great influence in both the world
of academia and in the political arena. Thus, the top imperial
scholars had a great influence on the both development of the public
territory of Suzhou and the style of writing in Suzhou.

The imperial examination literature including the eight — part
style of literature, government policy literature, and books of sty-
listic poems created the multi— faceted style of literary works the
Suzhou top imperial scholars produced. The scholars’ writings were
well organized, coherent and consistent with a tendency towards
refined and elegant diction, possessing rich and mellow under-

tones.



Abstract

Additionally, many of the Suzhou top imperial scholars came
from well—educated families who served as top imperial scholars.
The styles and contents of the writings of the top imperial scholars
* family members had great influence on the work of the scholars.
The scholars, however, did not just continue writing in the style of
their ancestors, but instead combined the influences of their fami-
lies, teachers, and other contemporaries to develop a new, innova-
tive style of writing.

These factors surrounding the top imperial scholars, imbedded
special characteristics into the works of the Suzhou top imperial
scholars, during the Ming and Qing dynasties. As for the lexicon
of their works, the scholars mainly wrote in poetic form, using di-
rect and clear — cut instead of flowery terminologies. The content
of the works included poems about the surrounding natural envi-
ronment including the hills, waters, terraces, and gardens of
Suzhou. Writings describing paintings and music are also a special-
ty of this era. The essays of the top imperial scholars included
memoirs, histories, records, and critiques of poetry, written in
classic, elegant styles with a peaceful and calm tone.

Altogether, this book will cover the study of the Suzhou top
imperial scholars from two different angles. First, this study will
take a look at the imperial examination literature and the families of
the scholars in order to set a general and broad perspective about
the top imperial scholars. Next, this study will study two case ex-
amples, top imperial scholar Shen Shixing, who came from a com-
mon family background, and top imperial scholar Peng Qifeng,
who came from a noble family background. Although they came

from different backgrounds, both scholars provide excellent exam-
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ples of Suzhou top imperial scholars through their writings, and
theories. Shen Shixing’s essays are more scholarly in nature, writ-
ten in with a more calm tone, while Peng Qifeng’s writings are
more formal written directly and concisely. This book will detail
their lives, families, works, and ideology in order to provide a dee-

per and clearer understanding of the Suzhou top imperial scholars.
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