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1. AN OVERVIEW
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Where is Canada?

Canada is situated in the northern half of
the North American Continent in the West-
ern Hemisphere.

How large is Canada?
Canada occupies an area of 9 976 139 square
kilometres. It is a little bit larger than
China. Thus, in area it is the second largest
country in the world, being exceeded only
by the Soviet Union, which has an area of
more than 22 400 000 square kilometres. In
comparison, Canada is more than forty
times the size of Britain, or eighteen times
that of France.

What are Canada’s neighboring countries?
The only country that is adjacent to Cana-
da on land is the United States. It is to the
South of Canada. On the other sides,
Canada is surrounded by water.
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How long is the borderline bstween Canada
and the United States?

The borderline shared by the U.S. andCa-
nada is as long as 5 524.5 kilometres. It is
called the longest undefended borderline in
the world. Citizens of both countries can
cross the border without a visa. It is said
that one Canadian old lady, Cecille Bechard,
had her house buili on the border, with
the kitchen on the Canadian side and the
bathreom on the American side. Every day
she goes back and forth between the two
countries, taking a bath in American “wa-
ters” but eating on Canadian soil. -

What are the oceans that surround Canada?
To the east of the country is the Atlantic
Ocean. To the west is the Pacific Ocean.
To the North is the Arctic Ocean,

How did Canada get its name?

It was said that Jacques Cartier, the first
European navigator who discovered what is

‘now Canada, went ashore at a spot later to be

known as Quebec City. There he asked
some local Indians what that place was cal-
led. The Indians, thinking that he meant
their little town, replied, “Kanata”, mean-
ing in the Huron-Iroquois Indian Language,

0727,



¢a settlement?,

On returning to Europe, Cartier announ-
ced that he had discovered a new' land
named “Kanada”. Thus, in misunderstand-
ing, the place later became known as “Ca-
nada®,

According to what is said above, can it be
said that Cartier is the first persoa who
discovered Canada?
No. Cartier can be said to be the first Eu-
vopean who discovered Canada. But he was
‘ot the first person who have discoverd
either North America or Canada. It is now
generally believed that the Eskimos and
Indians settled down in what is now Canada
several thousand years earlier than the Eu-
ropeans. They went there not from ' across
" the Atlantic Ocean but by crossing the Be-
“ring Strait-and passing through Alaska. At
that time, the strait might have been'much
narrower than the present fifty miles. At-
tracted by the rich animal resources on the
other side of the strait, they braved the
seas and finally arrived at the new conti-
nent.

When was tke word “Canada” first used
to mean the present country?

¢ 3 o,
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In 1867, when Canada achieved indepen-
dence within the British Commonwealth, the
title “The Dominion of Canada” was granted
to the country. According to the British
North American Act of 1867, the provinces
of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-
wick formed one dominion under the name
of Canada. - This historic event can be re-
garded as the beginning of the official use of
the word “Canada” to mean the present
country.

What is the national anthem of Canada?
The title of the National Anthem of Cana-
da is “O Canada”. Originally, it was writ-
ten in French by Sir Adolphe-Basile Rou-
tier, a Quebec jurist and poet. Not long af-
ter, it was set to music by the Quebec com-
poser Caliza Lavallee and was first per-
formed on June 24, 1880. Several years la-
ter, the Montreal judge and poet R. Stan-
ley Weir wrote its English version,

What is the official version of “O Canada”?
‘The final official English version is as
follows;

O Canada; Qur home and native landj
True patgiot love in all thy sons com-
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mand ]
With gilowing hearts we see thee rise,
The true North strong and free
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free
O Canada,we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

What is the name of the national flag of
Canada?

The national flag of Canada is popularly
called the Maple Leaf Flag. That’s because
its most outstanding feature is the large
red maple leaf in the middle against a snow
white background. It is officially described
in government documents as “A red flag
of the proportions two by length and one
by width, containing in its centre a white
square the width of the flag, bearing a
single red maple leaf”.

What is the national emblem of Canada?

Actually, there are two national emblems
of Canada. The first one is the Canadian be-
aver, a clever and hardworking semi-
aquatic animal. Its use as the national emblem
dates back to the early seventeenth century.
Now it is officially regarded as the symbol
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of the sovereigaty of Canada. The 'second
national emblem of Canada is the Canadian
maple leaf. However, its use as the nation-
al symbo! has a shorter history, dating
back only to the mid-nineteenth century.
With the proclamation of the national flag
of Canada, it was confirmed as an official
symbol, If you have a few Canadian - offi-
cials as your friends, you may find ‘that
there is always a maple leaf symbol on
their business cards.
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"2, CLIMATE, CLIMATIC ZONE:

AND SEASONS

A:

B:
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How is Canada’s climate? Is it intolerably
cold in winter?

People tend to think that as Canada is a
northern country its winters must be harsh
and long. But contrary to popular belief,
on the whole, Canada is a very sunny laad

with a distinctive change of seasons.. Of

course, since Canada'is such a vast coun-
try, its climate varies greatly from region
to region. When talking about Canada’s
climate, people usually divide it into six
climatic regions.

What are these six climatic regions?

The six regions are: a) the Arctic Region,
b) the NortherrRegion, c) the Prairie Re-
gion, d) the Cordillera Region, €) the Pac-
ific' Region, f) the Southeastern Region.

What are these six climatic regions like?
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