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The Reason for Living

I’m only twelve years old, but I know sadness and the fear of death very well.

My grandfather has been smoking since he was a young teenager, and now he has a

terrible disease called.en sema that ruins the respiratory” system.

Ever since my g}am‘e‘;‘aié%, k@%dﬁnher ?ﬁéﬁ’mbgn depressed-mad at the
world. He is a very orm:l?(3 man and has said some hurtful things to nice people. But
when he is aroundtrl%‘\,“l:i iglike a whole soft side of him becomes exposed.

Recently, my grandfather got very sick. He underwent surgery on his throat and
had machine called a respirator to help him breathe. The d—(;:t\ors thought that his
days were numbered, but miraculously he recovered. He was taken off the respirator,
but still he could not talk. It strained* his voice badly to make the slightest noise.
While my grandfather was in the hospital, my mother and I flew to Pittsburgh to be
with him. We were very fearful we would not see him again. When we reached my
grandfather’s hospital room, I was shocked by his condition. He looked so sickly. He
was hardly able to even grunt’. Somehow though, he managed to mumble®,“I you.”

“You what, Grandpa?” I whispered. He didn’t have the energy to answer me.
He had exhausted all his strength with those two syllables’, “I you.”

The next morning my mother and I had to leave. I kept wondering just what it

was he had tried so deperately to tell me. It was not until I was back home in Geor-
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gia that I learned what he had tried to say.

A week after we returned home. My family received a phone call from one of
the nurses in the hosptial. She told us that my grandfather had said: “Call my grand-
daughter and tell her love.”

At first I was a little confused, thinking why he would just say “love”, why not
“I love you”? Then it hit me, the day we were in the hospital he had been trying to
say, “I love you”. I was really touched. I felt as if I was going to cry, and I did.

After many painful weeks, my grandfather was finally able to talk. I called him
every night. Normally® he had to stop after about five minutes because he was too
weak. No matter what, though, every time we hung up’ he would say“I love you” and
“I’d do anything for you”. These, along with his moving words',“You are the only
reason I live,” are the best compliments I have ever received.

My grandfather is still very ill and I know our time is limited. I feel very hon-
ored that he has shared his feelings with'' me. I have learned a lot from this experi-
ence. But the most important thing I’ve learned is that a simple“I love you ”is really

not simple. It is a reason for' living.
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A Father, a Son and an Answer

Passing through' the Atlanta airport one morning, I caught one of those trains
that take travelers from the main terminal’ to their boarding gates’. Free, sterile*
and impersonal, the trains run back and forth all day long. Not many peo;l—(;consider
them fun, but on this Saturday I heard laughter. 24<F L)%

At the front of the first car looking out the window at the track that iay ahead
were a man and his son. '

We had just stopped to let off ° passengers, and the doors wee closing again.
“Here we go! Hold on to me tight! ” the father said. The boy, about five years old,
made sounds of sheer delight. ) _@/

I know we’re supposed to avoid making racial distinctions these days, so I hope
no one will mind if I mention that most people on the train were white, dressed for
business trips® or vacations and that the father and son were black, dressed in
clothes that were just about as inexpensive’ as you can buy.

“Look out there! ” the father said to his son. “See that pilot®? I bet he’s walk-
ing to his plane.” The son craned his neck to look.

As I got off, I remembered some thing 1’d wanted to buy in the terminal. I was
early for my flight, so I decided to go back.

I did and just as I was about to reboard the train for my gate, I saw that the
man and his son had returned too. I realized then that they hadn’t been heading for
a flight, but had just bee riding the shuttle’.

“I want to ride some more! ’

“More?” the father said, mock-exasperated but clearly pleased. “You’re not
tired?”

“This is fun! ” his son said.

“All right,” the father replied, and when a door opened we all got on.

There are parents who can afford to send their children to Europe or Disney-
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land®, and the children turn out rotten. There are parents who live in million-dollar
houses and give their children cars and swimming pools, yet something goes wrong.
Rich and poor, black and white, so much goes wrong so often.

“Where are all these people going, Daddy?” the son asked.

“All over the world,” came the reply. The other people in the air port wee leav-
ing for distant destinations or arriving at the ends of their journeys. The father and
son, though, were just riding this shuttle together, making it exciting, sharing each
other’s company. h %74 =

So many troubles in this country|crime, the murderous' soullessness that seems
to be taking over the lives of many_young people, the lowering of educational stan-
dards, the increase in vile obscenities in public, the disappearance of simple civility.""
So many questions about what to do. Here was a father who cared about spending the
day with his son and who had come up with this plan on a Saturday morning.

The answer is so simple: parents who care enough to spend time, and to pay at-
tention and to try their best. It doesn’t cost a cent, yet it is the most valuable thing
in the world.

The train picked up speed, and the father pointed something out, and the boy

laughed again, and the answer is so simple.
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