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Over the years, astronomers ( FH¥% ) have come up with several theories which
attempt to explain how the Earth ended up with the mysterious Moon as neighbor. One
hypothesis (fii% ), for instance, called a “daughter theory ”, claims that the Moon was once
part of the Earth but separated from it, like a giant dewdrop, some five million years ago,
when the planet was still molten. The “sister theory” suggests that the moon was formed in
the same cloud of pre-planetary matter with the Earth. The so-called “boyfriend theory”
claims that the Moon was an independently- formed planet, captured by the Earth’s gravity.
But all these theories are unsatisfactory because they seem incapable of the Moon’s size, its
orbital characteristics and, mist importantly, its chemical make-up. The Moon is very large
comparison to the size of the planet it orbits (the Earth). Its density, about three times that
of water, is much less than that of any of the planets. Its chemical composition, revealed by
the samples form the Apollo and Luna missions, is considerably different from that of the
Earth.

Astronomers have recently developed a model which seems to explain all these
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mysteries ( #5) : the so-called “single impact™ hypothesis. Their computer simulation
shows the Moon could have been formed as a result of a single, giant collision between a
large body (somewhat bigger than Mars) and the early Earth. According to this theory, both
the Earth and the planet-sized giant rock had already solidified and differentiated into a
metallic core surrounded by a mineral coat{ mostly silicate 72k ). Following the collision,
which occurred about four and a half billion years ago at the huge velocity of five
kilometers per second, the shattered giant rock then spread out in Space. Its iron core
separated from the silicate coat and, about four hours after the initial encounter, fell down
onto the Earth’s surface. At the same time, the rest of the scattered fragments from the
collision went to Earth orbit. About twenty-four hours later, this matter became a closely
gathered group by gravitational attraction and formed the Moon. Our satellite was thus
born as the result of a game of cosmic snooker!

According to the selection, some scientists seem to believe that

A. they have finally solved one of the most curious astronomical puzzles

B. The Moon is a natural satellite of the Earth

C. The spacemen would land on the Moon

D. The Moon revolves around the Earth

REZEBRBES, %HEB. C. D HPHWENER, FXBEHRAERANPRES
BEREIN . TCEREAW moon. earth, HUME BANERIERIZERMNAEL hypothesis ({f
W) MR, HXES 1, 2RNEDTA, AEERN A,

Fig: FBERAREE - MAADER BRAIRE, EEENIAEXER
R R, E RN ERKE TR, XA TR o
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No woman can be too rich or too thin. This saying often attributed to the late Duchess

(ABHRAN) of Windsor embodies much of the odd spirit of our times. Being thin is
deemed as such a virtue.

The problem with such a view is that some people actually attempt to live by it. I
myself have fantasies of slipping into narrow designer clothes. Consequently, I have been
on a diet for the better- or worse-part of my life. Being rich wouldn’t be bad either, but that
won’t happen unless an unknown relative dies suddenly in some distant land, leaving me
millions of dollars.

According to the passage, being thin .
A. is considered as beauty B. grows out of health concerns
C. needs exercises and balanced diet D. is pure vainglory ( FE5¢)
B8 AR B R RS E AN EN, BREARNER “ERERREN &
“BREBIGXVERR” §, XWEREHAZAFSCHIN . M2 1 Bk mAIsE 2 By
HHZARZEART AR, EEMRRATENA, WOy “REER—BRE" KWRE
[R— %R 2 BEBIT FILAEH, REABREN TR TR, REARERER D,
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Most publishing is now “electronic” in the sense that books, magazines, and
newspapers are prepared on computers, and exist as computer files before they are printed
on paper. Often there are advantages to giving readers access to the electronic versions of
publications as well as— even instead of —the printed versions. ( 2B )

Print publications have lots of advantages. Paper is pleasant to handle, easy to read,
and very portable: you can read it almost anywhere ( F )% ) . On the other hand, print
has its weaknesses. Paper is expensive, and articles are often cut to fit the space available.
Printing and distributing paper is expensive and takes time. Printed materials are expensive
to store and almost impossible to search. Electronic publishing offers solutions to all these
problems. (¥ FRAMKH)

Suppose a publisher makes the electronic copy of a newspaper or magazine available
from the Net, perhaps on the Internet’s World Wide Web. ( B 1¥15: )No paper is used and
disc space is cheap, so Internet publishing costs very little. Articles don’t have to be cut (though there
is of course a limit to the amount people are willing to read on line. Internet publishing is fast, and
readers can access material as soon as it becomes available: within minutes, instead of the next day,
next week or next month. Internet publishing goes beyond geographical boundaries: the humblest
local paper can be read everywhere from New York to London to Delhi to Tokyo. Delivery costs are
low because there are no newsagents to pay, and no postal charges: readers pick up the bills for their
on-line sessions. Also, computer-based publications are simple to store (on disc) and every word can
be searched electronically. ( I fRBEAIR&SE)

At the moment, newspapers and magazines, TV and radio stations, news agencies and
book publishers are making content freely available on the Web because they are competing
for “mindshare”. Perhaps they want to find out if they can attract and hold an audience on
line, or perhaps they’re afraid of missing out because “everyone else is doing it”. But don’t
count on things staying that way. Publishers are not in business to lose money. ( S&EEG#E)
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The World Health Organization (WHO) is in trouble. Its leader is accused of failing to
lead, and as the organization drifts, other bodies, particularly the World Bank, are setting
the global health agenda. Western governments want the WHO to set realistic targets and
focus its energy on tackling major killers such as childhood diseases and tobacco.

The WHO clearly needs to set priorities. Its total budget of $0.9 billion—around 10p for
each man, woman and child in the world—cannot solve all the world’s health problems.
Yet its senior management does not seem willing to narrow the organization’s focus.
Instead it is trying to be all things to all people and losing dependability.

Unfortunately, the argument for priority-setting is being seriously undermined by the
US, one of the chief advocators of change. The US is trying to reduce its contribution to the
WHO’s regular budget from a quarter of the total to a fifth. That would leave the
organization $20 million short this year, on top of the substantial debts the US already
owes. ‘

The WHO may need priorities, but it certainly doesn’t need budget cuts. Thanks to the
US’s failure to pay its bills, many of the poorer nations see priority-setting as merely a cover
for cost-cutting that would hit their health programs hard.

The WHO would not serve poorer countries any worse if it sharpened its focus. It
would probably serve them better. In any case, a sharper focus should not mean that less
money is needed. When the US demands cuts, it simply fuels disputes between the richer
and poorer countries and gives the WHO’s senior management more time to postpone.

The American action is not confined to the WHO. It wants eventually to cut its
contributions to the Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Labor
Organization too. But it knows that dissatisfaction with the WHO and its leadership has
made the organization vulnerable. If it wins against the WHO, the rest will lose out in their
turn.

America’s share of the budget is already a concession. Each nation’s contribution to the
UN agencies is calculated according to its wealth, and by that measure the US should be
paying about 28 percent of the WHO budget. But over the past three decades the US has
gradually reduced what it pays the organization. The US should not ask for further cuts.
Until it pays its full share of money, it will hold back the organization’s much needed
reforms.



The world needs the WHO. The World Bank may have a bigger budget, but it sees
improved health as just one part of economic and social development. The WHO remains
the only organization committed to health for all, regardless of wealth.

[&E%]
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1) The World Health Organization (WHO) is in trouble. ( JFTHf#RE{Z trouble )

2) The WHO clearly needs to set priorities. Instead it is trying to be all things to all
people and losing dependability. ( EFH)5 )

3) Unfortunately, the argument for priority-setting is being seriously undermined by
the US, one of the chief advocators of change. ( #E|SEE KA | )

4) The WHO may need priorities, but it certainly doesn’t need budget cuts.

5) The American action is not confined to the WHO.

6) America’s share of the budget is already a concession. The US should not ask for
further cuts. (FEH )

7 ) The world needs the WHO. (&)
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MESEA (attitude)

845 % %M (logical relationship between words, sentences and paragraphs )
¥73# (meaning of words )

oW

H B R G A

1. The main idea of this section is

The best title for this passage might be

The main idea of this article is

Which of the following best states the theme of the passage?

g W N

The last paragraph is mainly about _____
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1) REENFEROESSERNE . REAHEBHE . fla0:

More and more, the operations of our businesses, governments, and financial
institutions are controlled by information that exists only inside computer memories.
Anyone clever enough to modify this information for his own purposes can reap
substantial rewards. Even worse, a number of people who have done this and been caught
at it have managed to get away without punishment.

It’s easy for computer crimes to go undetected if no one checks up on what the
computer is doing. But even if the crime is detected, the criminal may walk away not only
unpunished but with a glowing recommendation from his former employers.

Of course, we have no statistics on crimes that go undetected. But it’s disturbing to
note how many of the crimes we do know about were detected by accident, not by
systematic inspections or other security procedures. The computer criminals who have
been caught may have been the victims of uncommonly bad luck.

For example, a certain keypunch (#4%4Tfl) operator complained of having to stay
overtime to punch extra cards. Investigation revealed that the extra cards she was being
asked to punch were for dishonest transaction. In another case, dissatisfied employees of
the thief tipped off ([]------7%#& ) the company that was being robbed.

Unlike other lawbreakers, who must leave the country, commit suicide, or go to jail,
computer criminals sometimes escape punishment, demanding not only that they not be
charged but that they be given good recommendations and perhaps other benefits. All too
often, their demands have been met.
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Why? Because company executives are afraid of the bad publicity that would result if
the public found out that their computer had been misused. They hesitate at the thought of
a criminal boasting in open court of how he juggled () the most confidential records
right under the noses of the company’s executives, accountants, and security staff. And so
another computer criminal departs with just the recommendations he needs to continue his
crimes elsewhere.

The passage is mainly about

A. why computer crimes are difficult to detect by systematic inspections

B. why computer criminals are often able to escape punishment

C. how computer criminals manage to get good recommendations from their former

employers

D. why computer crimes can’t be eliminated

[#Hx]B. XEM. AXES 1 BREE 4. £ 2 BRE—O8R SR EI RS
FARET, XEE 6 BT T X MR AR Ho SR LN ERIR RIS
TEREAZES, XIER BHMHNE.

2) BB REECHHRNEMON, 2RESKHOE, REE—BES RIS,
HLDRRE. #ilgn:

The differences in living standards around the world are vast. In 1993, the average
American had an income of about $25,000. In the same year, the average Mexican earned
$7,000, and the average Nigerian earned $1,500. Not surprisingly, this large variation in
average income is reflected in various measures of the quality of life. Changes in living
standards over time are also large. In the United States, incomes have historically grown
about 2 percent per year (after adjusting for changes in the cost of living). At this rate,

average income doubles every 35 years. In some countries, economic growth has been even
more rapid. In Japan, for instance, average income has doubled in the past 20 years, and in
South Korea it has doubled in the past 10 years.

What explains these large differences in living standards among countries and over
time? The answer is surprisingly simple. Almost all variation in living standards is
attributable to differences in countries’ productivity —that is, the amount of goods and

services produced. from each hour of a worker’s time. In nations where workers can
produce a large quantity of goods and services per unit of time, most people enjoy a high
standard of living; in nations where workers are less productive, most people must endure
a more meager existence. Similarly, the growth rate of a nation’s productivity determines
the growth rate of its average income.

The fundamental relationship between productivity and living standards is simple, but
its implications are far-reaching. If productivity is the primary determinant of living
standards, other explanations must be of secondary importance. For example, people might
think that labor unions or minimum-wage laws contributed to the rise in living standards
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