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The greatest and noblest pleasure which we have in this world is to discover new

truths, and the next is to shake off old prejudices.

—Frederick the Great (1712-1786)
RMFEE, A OB, IRELRFEX. SSEHFRE.
—HESINK®




PASSAGE

1. Read the first paragraph of the passage. Explain what “polarities” refers to, and what kind
of differences are most likely to be talked about in the passage?

2. Read the last paragraph of the passage. What is the psychologist’s attitude toward Chinese
culture and American culture? ‘

Polar Differences Between Chinese and American Cultures

1 Americans wear black for mourning'. Chinese wear white. | 1. mourning n. %1%,
Westerners think of dragons2 as monsters. Chinese honor them HR. &
as representations of God. The polarities between Chinese | 2.dragonn. (#it+#5) £
civilization® and the West often make it seem as though each | 3. civilization n. 8
stands at extreme ends of the earth. Now a University of
California, Berkeley, psychologist has discovered deeper polarities
between Chinese and American cultures—polarities that go to the
heart of how we reason and discover truth.

2 His findings‘ go far toward explaining many of the differences | 4. finding n. (~5)iH &
between Chinese and American cultures, when compared to (R#R) 8% R
each other. More importantly, the research opens the door for the
peoples of the East and the West to learn from each other in basic
ways. The Chinese would learn much from Western methods
for determining scientific truth, said Kaiping Peng, a former
Beijing scholar, who is now a UC Berkeley assistant professor of
psychology, and Americans could profit from Chinese ways of

accepting contradictions in social and personal life.

= “Americans have a terrible need to find out who is right in an | 5. interpersonal adj. A 5

argument,” said Peng. “The problem is that at the interpc::rsonal5 AZ [R5
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level, you really don’t need to find the truth, or maybe there isn’t
any.” Chinese people, said Peng, are far more content to think that
both sides have good and bad points, because tHey have a holistic’
understanding that life is full of contradictions. They do far less
blaming of the individual than Americans do, he added.

In studies of interpersonal argument, for example, when subjects
were asked to deal with contradictory information resulting
from conflict between a mother and a daughter or a student and
a school, Peng found that Americans were “non-compromisinga,
blaming one side—usually the mother—for the causes of the
problems, demanding changes from one side to find a solution,
and offering no middle ground” in dealing with the conflict.

By contrast, the Chinese were able to find fault’ on both sides and
look for solutions that moved both sides to the middle.

“It can hardly be right to move to the middle when you have just
read evidence’ for a less reasonable view. Yet that is what the
Chinese subjects did, ” said Peng.

He believes that this practice of finding the middle way has
made it difficult for the Chinese to seek = scientific truth through
aggressive argumentation, the classic Western method for
forging12 a path through contradictory information, which results
in” identifying right and wrong answers.

Dialectical* thinking also has a Western version', which
Americans often consider the highest form of reasoning, said
Peng. This type of reasoning allows people to go from thesis' to
antithesis" , to synthesis“.

To compare, Chinese people do not attempt to work through
contradictions, following a cultural tradition which holds that
reality is “multi-layered, unpredictable, and contradictory, ” and is
in an unending state of change, Peng said.

Peng believes that more dialectical thinking among Americans
would make American public life less contentious. “We could
stop blaming each other, poor people, and imrnigrants“, and talk
about what we can do as a society to become more accepting of

differences,” he said. The Chinese, on the other hand, “could learn

6. holistic adj. & ¢,
ki RG]

7. contradictory adj. %
J& &
8. non-compromising adj.

Ak theh

9. find fault X % /L,

PIX ]

10. evidence n. 1E8f], 1E4%

11. seek vr. F K

12. forge vt. (2L % %)
1 &3

13. result in ¥ £

14. dialectical adj. #1E &)

15. version n. —#¥ K if |
Hik

16. thesis n. #&4, #.4

17. antithesis n. #t & &

18. synthesis n. 44,

NS

19. immigrant n. % &,
&,
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from the Western tradition to think more about action, truth, and
the right thing to do. This would make them more scientific,” said
Peng.

The psychologist said that many people ask him which way is the
best—the imperfect Chinese way or the imperfect American way.
“T always say that life is full of contradictions, ” said Peng. “The
best way is to use both—one style for science and the other for
relationships. Maybe that will be the real benefit of multicultu-

ralism.”

(622 words)

EXERCISES

Reading Skills

I. Learning Vocabulary in Context: Use contextual clues in the text to select the
best meaning for each underlined word or phrase in the following sentences.

1.

The polarities between Chinese civilization and the West often make it seem as though

each stands at extreme ends of the earth. (Para. 1)

A. opposite B. unusual
C. strange D. high

_ ... and Americans could profit from Chinese ways of accepting contradictions in social

and personal life. (Para. 2)
A. opposite ideas B. new ideas
C. similar ideas D. strange ideas

_In studies of interpersonal argument, for example, when subjects were asked to deal with

contradictory information... (Para. 4)
A. something under discussion B. something one learns
C. someone taking a test D. someone attending a class

. Peng believes that more dialectical thinking among Americans would make American

public life less contentious. (Para. 10)
A. polite B. aggressive
C. friendly D. simple

. “The best way is to use both—one style for science and the other for relationships.

Maybe that will be the real benefit of multiculturalism.” (Para. 11)
A. dialectical thinking

B. doing scientific research

C. allowing several cultures to exist together in a society

D. comparing one culture with another




