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BLNCE: Balance

DF: Direction Finding

AGN.; Again

AMVER: Automatic Mutual- Assistance Vessel Rescue
BDL: Bundle

C/O: Care of 5 Chief Officer

CAPT: Captain

M. V. Motor Vessel
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MCC: Mission Control Centre
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Distress Alerting: Rapid and successful reporting of a distress incident to a unit which can

provide or co-ordinate assistance.
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GMDSS: Search and rescue authorities ashore, as well as shipping in the immediate vicinity
of the ship in distress, will be rapidly alerted to a distreSs incident sj'they can assist in a co-ordi-
nated search and rescue operation with the minimum dé'lay. - The sysiem will also provide for ur-
gent and safety communications and the dissemination of maritime safety information, including
navigational and meteorological warnings.

SART: The SART operates in the 9GHz frequency band and generates a series of response
signals on being interrogated by any ordinary 9GHz shipborne or airborne radar. The SARTS are
used for location of the ship or survival craft by searching ships and aircraft when near the dis
tress position. When the SART is interrogated by a searching units radar its unique signal is
shown in the radar display giving the precise position of the ship or its survivors.

Area Al; An area within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one VHF coast station in
which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by a Contracting Government.

Area A2: An area, excluding sea area Al, within the radiotelephone coverage of at least
one MF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by a Con-
tracting Government. _

DSC: A technique using digital codes which enables a radio station to establish contact with,
and transfer information to, another station or group of stations, and complying with the rele-
vant recommendations of the International Radio Consultative Committee (CCIR).

Bridge-to-bridge communication . Safety communications between ships from the position
from which the ships are normally navigated. '

UTC: Universal Time Co-ordinated. It is recommended by CCIR and it is similar to GMT
in practical usage, '

Ship station: A mobile station in maritime mobile service.

Public correspondence: Any telecommunication which the offices and stations must, by rea-
son of their being at the disposal of the public, accept for transmission.
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1. ITU and IMO recognized the significant benefit of GMDSS on improving all communica-
tions at sea. : .

2. The SAR operation on the convention is based on SAR authorities ashore in a co-ordinat-
ed SAR operation, wherever the casualty occurs. J

3. In the later 1970s, several countries especially for USA and the former USSR began ex-
periments with satellites. Since then, the COSPAS-SARSAT system has provided a significant
contribution to SAR operation and assisted in saving hundreds of lives.

4. GMDSS was fully implemented in 1999. Since then, except for a few remaining stations,
use of Morse radiotelegraphy by ships ceased after 100 years of dedicated and faithful service.

5. In order to ensure normal and safe operation.of GMDSS installation, all. GMDSS installa-
tions are required to comply with the operational performance standards and CCIR Recommenda-
tions, authorized by relevant authorities.
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