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Preface

Book design

The books have been designed as an integrated, full-time, ten week language and study
skills course. Certain aspects of the books (language features, topics and vocabularies) are
complementary. This allows students to reinforce their learning through repeated exposure and,
most importantly, application of knowledge. It also means a team of teachers could work
cooperatively to deliver a unified course of study whilst minimising the need for collective
planning strategies. '

This unified complementary approach to the overall design aligns the books with the profi-
ciency concept of the test itself. In other words, the language features and ideas gained in one
lesson (reading, for example) can be applied to other areas of language practice ( writing, for
example) , which is the underpinning concept of the IELTS test.

The books have been designed to accommodate the average English language skills of
Chinese students. The initial units in the books are aimed at slightly below the national skills
average whilst succeeding units become progressively more difficult. This staged approach to
learning allows students to monitor their own progress as they advance through their studies.

The pedagogical concept upon which the series is based has been influenced by the
Vygotskian theory of learning. Students are placed within their comfort zone and, through
teacher guidance, expand their range and scope of learning beyond their preconceptions of what
constitutes learning. All the books, therefore, synthesise the traditional grammar translation
approach familiar to most Chinese students ( direct translation and memorisation of language
features) with modern, scientific concepts of language learning and teaching methodologies.
Using the books

The student is expected to put in a significant amount of study outside of class time.
Preparation for each class should focus on the study of the vocabulary at the start of each unit.
I deliberately use the term study as opposed to learn, because to learn implies to memorise,
whereas to study implies that memorisation of the words is only the first step in the process of
learning.

Post-class study should involve the student in a process of reflection on the lesson content
as well as their own strengths and weaknesses. The writing book includes a student checklist at
the end of each lesson for this purpose. It is also expected that the student spend some time
each week listening to a contemporary news item in English to inform their knowledge of world
affairs whilst practising their listening skills ( students can be asked to verbally summarise their
news items in speaking classes).

The writing book

The writing skills aspect of the book is based on an approach known as content based
instruction. The content aspect is drawn from the reading and listening books, whilst lessons
focus on scaffolding students’ understanding of essay writing within a language testing context.
The language features are based on M. A. K. Halliday’s concept of systematic functional grammar.
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Showing an overview of the band scores

Expert user. Has operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate

. and fluent with complete understanding.
Very good user. Has operational command of the language with only occasional
8 unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropiacies. Handles complex detailed argu-
mentation well.
Good user. Has operational command of the language, though with occasional
7 inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Generally handles complex language well. Can
use and understand detailed reasoning.
Competent user. Has generally effective command of the language despite some
6 inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Can use and understand fairly complex lan-
guage, particularly in familiar situations.
5 Modest user. Has partial command of the language though likely to make many
mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.
i Limited user. Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent
problems in expressing ideas and is not able to use complex language.
3 Extremely limited user. Conveys only general meaning in very familiar situa-
tions. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.
2 Intermittent user. No real communication is possible except for the most
basic information.
1 Non-user. Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.
BEER TS E R
94 | K. ABKITCIEEH H W, IEF A ER AR A
8 4 75 Qﬁéﬁﬁlﬁﬁiﬁﬁ FLan (8 2R H B HE B SRR 2 1R ). REAR S L kAT
| BRI
5 gy | BEFe AHESTE I AR R LR ARG SRR 2 0035, K
[ | BB E AR IISE RE o FH O B RS A4 R
oy | B FERREFTHOIE I, (14 S A R 035 61 AT
| B AR 2 R IR R R AR B RIS T
g ézk%~ﬂiﬂ%ﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%%%& TERK TR B REREAT A
44 KA R, AR A T8 355 vh AT B AR 32 L, SRR WL AT 22 1 Hh B i, G
BAd A RSl
34> | KFHHAMR, HEERSHHBERNE , RBZH P,
2% | (/REFISETE . ASREELIE FHSEIE AT 3CU , BRAFRAE BN BB RIS o
14y | AefRE., SR HIR , Jok HIEAE .




Introduction to the Writing Test E{E%ik &/t

The writing part of the IELTS is a one-hour test consisting of two tasks. Each task is
awarded a band score, and the two separate band scores are converted into a final, or
overall band score for the writing part.
MBEHEFZXH W HR, ERE—/DEAER BH>—A45, dX w4
B 85 B ES 8.

You are recommended to spend 20 minutes on task one and 40 minutes on task two. How-
ever, it is your responsibility to manage your own time. You may, if you wish, attempt
task two before task one: they don’t have to be completed in chronological order. It is
important 'to bear in mind, however, that task two is worth more marks than task one.
Therefore, if you spend too much time on task one, thus not allowing yourself time to
complete task two adequately, your overall band score may be affected.

BULIRA 20 7380 EE —FR 4,40 M 804 . o, SR AnfaT 43 A B 1] AR B
RAE . WRIRIEE, TLLSEHEE 35, BAREERE—EERMB 34, B
BT Ao, B — KRB, E RSB WKL, FHik, R RS —
HRP LRSI, 5 ISR RSER, VR RS AT RSS2 R

You can use the question paper to make notes if you wish, but test papers cannot be taken
out of the room. You are not allowed to use a dictionary in the test.

WMRIRBE KT AZEE % R TR, BREB R LT, RS- i,

Academic Test 2 AR JE &%

E—#y

Task one is to write a report. You are required to describe information from a given set of
data. The data are presented as either a chart, table of figures or a diagram. The word
length is restricted to 150 words.

FHHAPERG MG BEREAER—HERIN UL, BUEUEE B ®
EmEIE A, FHREED T 150 7,
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ask Two £ — &4

Task two is to write a 250-word essay on a topic of general interest. You should aim for an
academic style of writing in which you present an argument and evaluate and support your
opinions. This may involve comparing and contrasting different points of view. The essay
titles are intended to be of general interest to educated writers. You should spend about 40
minutes on this task.

A ERR— MR E — 250 FLL ER/MESC, IRFER AR SO, B
RIS ROPBIEREOIL AR o X T BEEI5H A A WL 4T FEBFIRT b o ARRR R I VI
GA RHTEE TR BRI . BfE1Z)0 40 434,

General Training Test i #21i)l| FE i

Task One E—i4

Task one is to write a letter. This may be an informal letter or a formal letter. You there-
fore need to be familiar with different writing styles. The word length is restricted to 150
words. If you write too few words it may affect your band score. To leave sufficient time
for task two, it is important that you practise writing task one questions in 20 minutes.
H—MoRE—-HHE. THRE—HMREEHES, R -HEXNER. FIHRE
REBARIBEERE ., FHRERZED 150 7, EHROTREEHIE. I THE-
BRI R 8 B R IH] , AR TESF I 2 P L B TR R 20 MBI SERE — B4

£ _&B5

Task two is to write a 250-word essay on a topic of general interest. You are expected to
present an opinion or point of view in a style appropriate for the purpose. You are expected
to support and evaluate your ideas. You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
B ER MBS E —R 250 FLLER/MES, FREE XK NIBHB LR
WA, R BRI ME SCRPF IR IE R AR e . B IE] 2928 40 4344,
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Introduction

The Scoring System S{EZiXHid o AR

You are given a band score for each of the writing tasks on a scale of 1 t0 9. Your overall
band score for the writing part is then calculated as a percentage of both the scores. Task 2,
however, is worth more marks than task one.

BYERIEMN L 7389 o BB ERG S H—NEH . R, 5 8057 &4
(I

Showing an overview of the band scores for the writing test

251 | SCERATRERE B,
15y | RET MR8,
0% | BAERFEHEEST A,

9 Expert user of written English

8 The writing is well-organised with few mistakes and ideas are fully explained.

7 The reader can understand the writing. It is well-organised with few mistakes.

6 The reader can understand the writing without too much difficulty.

) The writing can be understood but the message is not very clear.

4 The reader has difficulty understanding the writing.

3 | The writing is hard to understand and contains a lot of mistakes.

2 The writing shows almost no ability to communicate.

il The writing contains one or two simple sentences.

0 The candidate is absent or doesn’t answer the question at all.

HERB G EME— R EL

94} | HEEIERILR SRR o
87r | XEHLHRLF B F R 4, WA B4 . é
T4y | S T EM, HSVRIRIE i S SRR @
6 5 | SCHEFMRE I AR -
54% | SCERT LA AN FARIERE »
45y | XA AIR. 3
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