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ditor’s Note

Wowed by the metropolis but stumped by the
language? That can be a great gripe that you may have
of Shanghai, one of the most attractive destinations
of the 21st century in the east and host of World
Expo 2010. The headache is understandable when all
the friendly Chinese are eager to offer help with a
smiling face but you can’t even say “Thank you” to
them, or when you try in vain to tell your taxi driver
to pull over. Anyway, now you can learn some simple
useful Chinese for your fascinating tour in Shanghai
with this helpful handbook Simple Chinese for Tour-
ists in Shanghai.

Simple Chinese for Tourists in Shanghai is writ-
ten with practicality and conciseness in mind. It in-
cludes 30 lessons in 6 units,each lesson based on a
specific real-life context, such as checking in at a
hotel, traveling across the city, dining in a restaurant,
using the mass transit system, making a phone call,
doing shopping or seeing a doctor. Apart from useful
sentence patterns, dialogues, expanded sentences and
new words, each Iesson also includes a tidbit of tour-
ist info about Shanghai which will surely help you
acquire a deeper understanding of the city. Each unit
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is followed by an appendix of Chinese words on top-
ics like numbers, titles, directions, time and date,
weather and climate, etc. At the end of the book there
are several charts containing useful information for
tourists like public hotlines, metro lines and major
tourist attractions. It is hoped that you can learn some
simple Chinese for use with minimal difficulty dur-
ing your short stay.

The book is accompanied by an MP3 disk. You
can follow the recorded speeches to learn the Chi-
nese sentences in the book, either on a tourist bus or
in your hotel room. The passages containing tourist
info may also provide interesting reading in your spare
time. By the time you finish this book, hopefully you
will be able to communicate more or less effectively
with the Chinese people you meet on your tour and
know some background about the major tourist at-
tractions of Shanghai, such as the Bund, Nanjing Road
and Xintiandi.

The book is meant to keep you company when
you go around the city. If a certain sentence happens
to slip your mind, just look for it in the book and your
tour can be made an even more enjoyable experience!
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Corresponding Phonetic Symbols

CPA IPA
b [p]
p p ‘]
m [m]
f [f]

v [v]

d [t]

t [t <]
n [n]

1 (1]

g (k]
k [k ‘1
ng (n]
h x]

i [te]
q [te ‘]
X [¢]
zh [ts]
ch [ts ‘]
sh [s]
r [2]

b4 [ts]
C [ts “]
S

[s]

ang
eng
ong
ia

IPA
]
[w]

[1]
(1]
fil
[u]
[y]
[a]
[o]
[ye]
[e]
[er]
[ai]
[ei]
[au]
[ou]
[an]
[en]
[an]
[on]
[un]
[ia]

CPA IPA
ie [ie]
iao [iau]
iou(iu) [iou]
ian [ian]
in [in]
iang [ian]
ing [in]
iong  [yn]
ua [ua]
uo [uo]
uai [uai]
uei(ui) [uei]
uan [uan]

uen(un) [uen]
uang  [uap]
ueng [uan]

tie [ye]
tian [yan]
in [yn]
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A Chart of Pinyin

At Shéngmi

Initials
b P m f d t n 1
Jd k h j q X
zh ch sh z c S
#8 Yanmi
Finals
1 u u
a ia ua
o uo
e ie iie
-i
er
ai uai
ei uei (ui)
ao iao
ou iou (iu)
an ian uan iian
en in uen (un) in
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng
ong iong




1A Shéngdido

Tones
#—p diyishéng the firsttone — S5
# =/ diérsheng the second tone / 35
% =% disanshéng the third tone WV 214
#v9E  disisheng the fourth tone \ 51
pitch
(1) /; 5 high
(2) —— 4 mid-high
4) _L 3 middle
\ —— 2 mid-low
) — 1 low

Cultural Notes

Hanyi Pinyn (The Chinese Phonetic System)
is used as the romanization system in this set of
textbooks. Since the beginning of the 20th century
people working on the Chinese language have de-
signed several different systems of phonetic symbols
to deal with the fact that Chinese characters do not
fully represent their sounds. The more important sys-
tems are the “Zhuyin Phonetic Alphabet (Zhlyin
Zimi)”,the “Guoyu Romanization System (Guéyu
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Luémazi)” and the “New Latinized Writing
(Ladinghua Xinwénzi),” etc. The “Chinese Phonetic
System (Hanyid Pinyin Fang’an)”, abbreviated as
“Pinyin”, was first published in 1958. This system
has already been adopted by the United Nations and
many other international organizations in spelling the
Chinese language, and writing personal and place
names. It has replaced in most parts of the world other
previously used systems and is now widely adopted
both inside and outside of China.
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