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Introduction

I. Numbering of the currency patterns is based on the "Fair Copy of Bank
History — Overview of Editions of Currencies of the Bank of Communications"
by the Bank of Communications. After diligent statistics of relevant data, it is
found that the Bank of Communications have issued 109 types of currencies
with 28 editions under 7 categories in its 33 years' history of monetary issuance.
In the compiling of this book, 109 numbers are given to these 109 currencies.
1L In the "Fair Copy of Bank History - Overview of Editions of Currencies of
the Bank of Communications" by the Bank of Communications, tael certificate
is put in the first place. However, the editor finds that silver dollar certificate
is put in the first place in many historical materials prepared by the Bank of
Communications. Considering that only two editions of tael certificate were
issued while silver dollar certificate, national currency certificate and legal
tender certificate were issued consecutively until the fourteenth edition, the
silver dollar certificate is certainly the mainstream product of the bank and
should be put in the first place. As such, the ranking of the tael certificate and
the ranking of the silver dollar certificate are swapped, with the ranking of other
currencies unchanged.

I11. In respect of edition, in 1914, the Beijing Government promulgated the
National Currency Rules, providing that the issuing bank shall print on the
currency the wording of "The national currency of the Republic of China
XX Yuan paid on presentation" in both Chinese and English. Since then, the
Bank of Communications has referred to currencies issued subsequently as
the national currency certificate and currencies issued in 1914 should be the
first edition of national currency certificate. As four editions of silver dollar
certificates had been issued before that, the national currency certificate issued
on 1914 was referred to as the fifth edition of national currency certificate.
When the government implemented the monetary reform in 1935, designating
currencies issued by Central Bank. Bank of China, Bank of Communications
and China Farmer's Bank as the legal tender, the three editions of legal
tender certificate issued subsequently are, for the same reason, referred to
as the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth edition of legal tender certificate,
as the Bank of Communications had issued the eleventh national currency
certificate. However, the altered CIB (China Industrial Bank) certificate was
not included in the ranking. After the monetary reform in 1935, spot silver
was ceased to use. The Bank of Communications thought that it was too slow
to print new currencies, so it applied to the ministry of finance for allocating
the new currencies that had been printed but had not been issued by the China
Industrial Bank to the Bank of Communications, and such new currencies
were later issued bearing the name of the Bank of Communications. As the
monetary reform had been implemented at that time, the altered CIB certificate
is included in the legal tender certificate.

IV. Due to historical reasons, place names, hidden marks, relevant wording
were additionally printed on currencies, and currency colors were changed
for additional printing, resulting in a great variety of historical currencies
in different types and editions. It is beyond the editor's ability to collect all

currencies in this book and readers generally don't have such requirement.
Therefore, for early vertical currencies, this book includes all available editions
of the same type of currency. As for horizontal currencies, for currencies of
the same type and same edition, those being additionally marked with wording
and hidden mark are not included in this book, as they are marked with the
same pattern and flower as the original one. For example. the wording of "ten
silver coins for each Yuan, converted into silver dollar based on market price"
is added to the fourth edition of silver dollar certificate in 1915; The wording
of "This certificate is converted based on market price of Fengtian and can be
converted into standard Shanghai coins" is added to Feng certificate in 1919;
Such two certificates are not included in this book. For currencies of the same
type and the same edition, those having their color changed for additional
printing are not included in this book, as they are marked with the same
pattern and flower as the original one. For example, the fifth edition of national
currency certificate was altered into currencies in three colors, and such three
currencies are not collected in this book. Currencies of the same type and same
edition marked with different place names, flowers and colors are included in
this book, such as the tenth edition of national currency certificate, with the face
value being one Yuan, five Yuan and ten Yuan respectively, issued for Shanghai,
Tianjin, Hankou, Shandong and Fengtian respectively, 15 types of currencies in
all. For the same type of currency, its code is suffixed with ® @ @ if more than
one are collected in this book.

V. For currencies that are not available physically or in color printing, we
found the currency pattern made of black and white picture in the Exchange
Certificate Samples of the Bank of Communications prepared by the general
administration department of the Bank of Communications in 1918, and after
trimming the pattern, we printed it out in single color to improve the visual
effect. For very few unavailable currencies, we made discovering restoration
based on reliable information. It is anything but a pioneer act. The field of
cultural heritage and museology is thoroughly accomplished long time ago.
The editor thinks that the banknote catalog is definitely less clear than the
physical objects of banknotes; therefore, a lot of study cannot take the place of
banknote objects. In view of this, this book aims to work hard on completeness
and appreciative value of the banknote catalog and promote popularization of
collection, rather than make academic contributions.

VI. The market price of historical currencies is dependent on many factors
including their rarity, supply and demand quantity, appearance, as well as the
individual difference and mental attitude of the buyer and the seller. The price
is dynamic and ever changing. The hammer prices and estimated prices listed
in this book are mainly sourced from www.artron.net, for information and
reference only.

Editor
May 23, 2008
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