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Abstract

Qin master Chen Zhuo’s ninth-century treatise on
gin music is handed down to us indirectly in the form
of quotations, most of which are preserved in the Grand
Compendium of Qin Literature for the Yongle Reign. The
latter was compiled under the imperial order sometime
between 1403 and 1407, and later became a component
of the Great Encyclopedia for the Yongle Reign (1407).
A lengthy quotation from the Compendium, vol. 8, folios.
23r-56r, entitled “Chen Zhuo’s fingering,” is the longest
teaching fragment of early gin playing surviving today. As
a result of the frequent copying of Chen Zhuo’s text in the
intervening centuries, works written by other contributors
were merged with Chen’s own writing, and the order of
Chen’s original text was altered. By providing an annotated



critical edition of this quotation, the paper hopes to shed
some new light on the structure of Chen’s treatise and the
aesthetic character of early gin music.
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