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hundred papers. Particularly, he has edited and published the five-
volume Fiction of Tang and Five Dynasties, which is considered

as a “Project of Cultural Accumulation” for China.
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Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the origin and development
of classical fictions in countries within the Chinese-character
cultural sphere. The author holds that classical Chinese
fictions were mainly derived from authoritative historical
biographies as well as underground histories, unofficial
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biographies, and books of supernatural stories, whereas its
vernacular form were originated from performing literature
prevalent in temples during the Tang and Five Dynasties and
the cities during the Song and Yuan Dynasties. Ming and
Qing Dynasties saw the golden age of the literary form.

Vietnamese classical prose-form fictions were
basically written in Chinese and rooted in China. The case
was similar in Korea, where fictions written in both Chinese
and Korean were largely inspired by fictions from China.
Pu Dao Zi Zhuan, born in 10th century and regarded as the
oldest Japanese classical fiction, was also written in Chinese.
The preceding start of fiction development in Japan had to a
large extent been caused and influenced by the introduction
of ancient Chinese narrative arts and classical Chinese
fictions.

The flourish of classical fiction in the Chinese-
character cultural sphere showed that oriental literature had
been highly developed. Frequent cultural communication
and exchange between the countries were vital to the
development of literature in the language sphere.
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