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Foreword

The twentieth century was a great century. In that century,
there was tremendous development in productivity, science and
technology. Human beings have created enormous material wealth
that they had never had before and which have helped to accelerate
the advancement of civilization. However, at the same time, the in-
crease of population, over grazing, over consumption, and particu-
larly the mismanagement in the process of industrialization and the
irrational utilization of natural resources have caused serious ecologi-
cal — environmental degradation. For these, men were punished by
the nature. Smog, smoke and water pollution have increased, plant
covers were destroyed, water and soils were lost, sandstorms, floods
and droughts have occurred more frequently, many species have dis-
appeared, the Ozone layers have been depleted, poisonous materials
are spreading and the globe is warming. Environment pollution and
ecological degradation have begun to destroy fundamentally the
structure and function of the ecological system. These have ruined
some of the major riverheads and important ecological function areas
and the ecological balance was lost. At the beginning, human beings
have freed themselves from being the slaves of the nature and made
themselves the master of the universe, but then were punished ruth-
lessly by the nature for their carelessness. In the second half of the
20th century, confronting with the increase of natural disasters and
environmental crises, human beings have learned gradually the limi-
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tation and problems in industrialization. They have realized the im-
portance of coordination and harmonization among population, re-
sources and the environment. They have learned that not only they
are producers and consumers in the society and should know how to
efficiently make use of all natural resources, but also they should be-
come the coordinator between man and nature. Human beings are
the representatives of the ecological system and represent the inter-
ests of the earth.

This monograph series, “The New Century Prospect” presents
population, resources, environment and sustainable development of
China at the beginning of the 21st century and how she may develop
her population, resources and environment along a sound and correct

road. It aims at informing readers basic scientific knowledge in these

fields. The series has four volumes: Volume I Challenge to the

1.5 Billion Population; Volume II Development and Utilization

of Land Resources; Volume II[——Environmental Crisis and Pro-

tection and Volume IV New Strategy for Sustainable Develop-
ment. The monographs present the rich knowledge on population,
resources, environment and sustainable development in a simple way
and illustrate with examples of the economic reconstruction, re-
sources development and environmental protection in the eastern part
of China while looking at future prospects in the western part of the
country. Since China has conducted her fifth population census in
2000, the new population data are important basis for the under-
standing of the new century. This monograph series is so rich in its
content and uses the latest data; it is a valuable reference for those
engaged in population, environment, and resources researches as
well as for schoolteachers, urban and rural entrepreneurs and gov-
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ernment workers.

Special thanks are given to the Ford Foundation and the China
International Center for Economic & Technical Exchanges for their
support and assistance in the publication of this monograph series.
Appreciation is also given to the Committee for Environment and
Resources Protection in National People’ s Congress, the National
Bureau of Statistics, the Ministry of Land Resources, the State
Family Planning Commission, the China Sociological Association,
the China Population Association and other academic groups for their
support. Some of the leading members of the above organizations
have very kindly served as advisors for this monograph series. A
special thank goes to Mr. Jiang Chengsong, former Vice Minister of
the Ministry of Land Resources for examining this series. Special
thank also to Dr. Yeun-chung Yu, former Chief of Demographic
and Social Statistics Branch, United Nations Statistical Division for
examining and revising the English Foreword and Tables of Con-
tent.

The monograph series has its origin in a previous publication,
“The Atlas of Population, Environment, and Sustainable Develop-
ment of China”. It is the further research product by a group scholar
from the China Population and Environment Society of the China
Sociological Association and the China Population, Resources and
Environment Society of the China Population Association. Com-
ments and suggestions about this monograph series are most wel-
come.

Shen Yimin
May 2002 in Beijing
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