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1542 Mary is born at Linlithgow Palace,
Scotland, December 8. Six days later, her
father dies, and she becomes queen of
Scotland.
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1558 Mary marries Francis, heir to the French
throne.
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1559 Henry Il of France dies and Francis
ascends the throne. Mary becomes queen of
Scotland and France.
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1560 Francis dies.
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1561 Mary returns to Scotland.
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1565 Mary marries her cousin, Henry, Lord
Darnley.
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1566 David Riccio is murdered. Mary gives
birth to her only child, James.
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1567 Darnley is murdered. Three months
later, Mary marries James Hepburn, 4th earl
of Bothwell. Casket letters surface. Bothwell is
exiled and Mary is imprisoned at Loch Leven.
Mary is deposed as queen of Scotland in favor
of her one-year-old son.
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1568 Mary escapes from Loch Leven and
goes to England, where she is imprisoned.
1568 5 IMAMLETIH, BIERRE, &5
L AL,

1587 Mary, at the order of Elizabeth I, is
beheaded in the great hall at Fotheringhay
Castle, February 8.
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n a bright May day in 1568, Sir William Douglas,
O master of Loch Leven castle in Scotland, learned
a hard lesson: When guarding a queen, never underesti-
mate her teenage friends. The queen was Mary of Scot-
land (more commonly known today as Mary, Queen of
Scots); the teenager, Willie Douglas, was a cousin (or
perhaps even a son) of Sir William. With Willie's help,
Mary managed an extraordinary but short-lived escape
from the captivity that was keeping her from the throne.

At first glance, Sir William's job appeared an easy
one. His castle, after all, had withstood fierce attacks
more than once. Situated on a tiny island in the middle
of Loch Leven, a deep lake, it seemed an ideal place for
isolating Mary from her many supporters. So, when Sir
William's powerful half-brother James, the earl of Moray,
asked him to guard Mary while he expanded his influ-
ence at her expense, the master of the castle agreed. The
risk seemed minimal, and the potential reward, enormous.

But Mary had several supporters inside the castle.
Sir William knew, for example, that his brother George
admired Mary. Indeed, George is said to have fallen in
love with her, and he certainly helped her plan a
number of escape attempts. But what Sir William did
not know, or perhaps did not want to know, was that
young Willie was equally determiﬁed to help Mary.
After a particularly dangerous escape attempt, foiled
only by an alert boatman, Sir William had banished
both George and Willie from the island. Within weeks,
however, George had slyly persuaded his mother, the
powerful Lady Douglas, to instruct Sir William to take
Willie back. After all, the old lady reasoned, what
could a young teenager do by himself? Actually, the
answer was "Plenty!"

While George made preparations on the oppo-
site shore, Willie obtained permission from Sir Wil-
- liam to arrange celebrations for May Day, a tradi-
tional holiday.
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On George's prearranged signal — a piece of
Mary's jewelry brought by a boatman — Willie began
the festivities. In this way, he provided a perfect cover
for the escape. Willie waited until Sir William was
drunk, and then stole his keys. Meanwhile, Mary with-
drew to her room. No one suspected anything was
amiss. The feasters thought only that she most likely
had had a little too much wine. Once in her room,
however, she waited at her window for Willie to appear.
When he did, she raced downstairs, and together they
made their way through the gates and down to a boat on
the shore. Mary was finally free.

Or was she? Mary had escaped from her prison,
but the political situation in Scotland left her nowhere to
go. Her unwise marriages, to Lord Darnley and then to
Lord Bothwell, had angered many noblemen who might
otherwise have supported her. Even more damaging,
however, was her willingness to be promoted as
the rightful queen of England. Mary re- ;
alistically had no hope of overthrowing
her cousin Elizabeth, who held the En-
glish throne in a tight grip. However, she
did nothing to distance herself from those
who wished to see the Protestant Elizabeth deposed and
Catholicism restored in England. As a result, Elizabeth
always viewed her cousin with distrust.

Yet, the situation was so unfavorable in Scotland
that it was to England and the unfriendly Elizabeth that
Mary was forced to turn after her escape. It is hard to
know exactly what Mary expected from Elizabeth.
Perhaps she hoped for a reconciliation. If so, she was
sorely disappointed, for her cousin promptly impris-
oned her. After all the excitement of her escape, Mary
found that she had merely replaced a Scottish prison

with an English one.
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Adieu, farewell, it came with
a lass, it will pass with a lass.
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o remarked King James V of Scotland in December
S 1542 upon learning that the child born to him and his
French-born wife, Marie of Guise, was a girl. His comment
referred to the beginning of the royal Stewart dynasty
when, in 1315, Marjorie Bruce, daughter of Scotland's king
Robert the Bruce, married Walter Steward, high steward of
Scotland. In 1371, their son, Robert, became Robert II,
king of Scotland, and founded the House of Stewart. James
V was the seventh generation of Stewart men to rule
Scotland.

James V also had another royal bloodline flowing
through his veins. His mother was Mary Tudor, daughter of
England's King Henry VIIL. His uncle was Henry VIII,
Henry VII's son and successor, and Henry VIII's children,
Mary, Elizabeth, and Edward Tudor, were James's first
cousins. Despite the close family connection, Henry VIII

went to war against Scotland twice. The second time, which

ISMEDH.ﬁ%éﬁiéwiﬂﬁmﬂm%%@
27— AR T R — (A
o, T LT, AR RIS E A
13154, Hik 2 E D FF - HENHZ LD -
IR T LK A - IR, 13714,
R0 LT (4 AR 22 T (A i, L T
ST A . A T BT PR R A 22
HEELRIA,

3 1L L B 39— SRR, A
R e 22 E S F-L G L LS - A (0SS
S LA LU AR A SR SR
A4, BB AL TR IRES I G I
B, RAEAIMGIER, A PO s 2

G




happened toward the end of his reign, indirectly
resulted in James's untimely death.

Until Mary's birth, James V had had no appar-
ent heir. Two sons born before her had died as
infants. James, born in May 1540, died just a few
days after his younger brother Robert in April
1541. James V had fathered several other children
by women other than his wife, but they could not
legitimately claim the throne. Therefore, when
James V died just six days after Mary's birth in
December 1542, Mary became the infant queen.
The Scottish Parliament ruled that Mary's cousin
and next-in-line for the throne, James Hamilton,
earl of Arran, would serve as regent until Mary
reached the age of 12.

Scotland was used to this. Since 1406, each
monarch had been a child. The five kings who had
preceded Mary had either been killed in battle or
murdered. As a result, the Scottish nobility had
grown strong and independent. Accustomed to the
lack of royal interference, various factions and
families struggled for power, and the Stewart fam-
ily reign had proved to be a turbulent one.

Had Mary's brothers lived, she would have
had quite a different life. But now all eyes focused
on her and her political destiny. Her life was dic-
tated by her family's connections in three countries.
She was a Stewart and a member of Scotland's royal
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father and a member of England's royal
family. Later, she became a Valois in-
law through her marriage to Francis
and a member of the French royal
family.

Thus, the infant queen became a
political tool between the three coun-
tries and their monarchies as each tried
to sway Europe's balance of power to
its respective advantage. A shift in this
power would also dictate the future of
religious practice — whether England's
movement to Protestantism and Scot-
land's Catholic revival would continue.

In adulthood, Mary was free to
make her own choices and take politi-
cal actions. However, her naiveté and
trust in people led to poor choices and
political blunders, which resulted in
her eventual imprisonment and
execution. Still, she was Mary, Queen
of Scots, and she did prove her father
wrong. The House of Stewart did not

end with her. It endured.
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7~ ing Henry VIII had plans for his grandniece, the
Kinfant Mary. He wanted her to marry his son,
Edward, and sever the ancient ties between Scotland
and France. On July 1, 1543, Scottish nobles who were
allied with the English king signed a treaty agreeing to
the marriage. But Mary's mother, Marie of Guise, was a
shrewd stateswoman, and she had plans of her own.
Most of Scotland considered England an enemy.
Both France and England wanted to make Scotland a
dependent state to their countries. England had tried
repeatedly to take control of Scotland, while France
favored an alliance with Scotland if for no other reason
but that it, too, considered England an enemy. The
French-Scottish alliance committed the two nations to
helping each other against English aggression.

by Barbara D. Krasner-Khait
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Meanwhile, Marie of Guise and Cardinal David Beaton
worked to have Mary crowned queen of Scotland in
September 1543.

After England's invasion and occupation of south-
eastern Scotland in 1547, James Hamilton began nego-
tiating a deal to take the relationship between Scotland
and France to the next level. This would be through a
marriage between Mary and King Henry II's eldest son,
the Dauphin Francis. Mary's uncles, the brothers of
Marie of Guise, aided in the discussions. The Scottish
Parliament, which preferred an alliance with France to
any connection with its arch enemy England, consented
to the marriage. Mary was sent to France in August
1548 — both for her own safety and to prepare for the
ceremony. Then, with France's help, the Scots were able
to defeat the English.-

Mary was educated at the French
court in a manner befitting a queen. Treated
as a member of the royal Valois family, she
was surrounded by extravagance, art, culture,
Catholicism, and her influential uncles. Her
closest companion was her future husband, the sickly
Francis, for whom she felt genuine affection.

Before her marriage, Mary signed official promises
to safeguard the liberties of Scotland. Many historians
believe that she also signed three secret documents in
which she gave the kingdom of Scotland to France if she
did not produce an heir.

In April 1558, almost 10 years after her arrival in
France, Mary married Francis. Her father-in-law boldly
proclaimed thecouple the king and queen of England,
even though Elizabeth I ascended to the throne that same
year. According to England's succession laws, Mary had
no legal claim to the throne. Upon Henry II's death the
following year, Francis became king of France, and

Mary, queen. She now officially wore two crowns.
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Athick fog hugged the two galleys sail-
ing into Leith Harbor on August 19,
1561. Blue flags with the royal arms of France
hung limply from the masts. Eighteen-year-
old Mary, Queen of Scots, was returning
home. She had been away for 13 years.
Mary was returning to a land torn by
civil war. The ideas of religious reformers
such as Martin Luther and John Calvin had,
over the years, converted many Scots to
Protestantism. When Mary's mother, Mary
of Guise — a Frenchwoman and a Catho-
lic — became regent in 1554, Protestant
nobles rebelled against her. Forming a coali-
tion known as the Lords of the Congregation,
the rebels overthrew Mary of Guise in 1559.
The following summer, the Scottish Parlia-
ment declared the Church in Scotland inde-
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