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To the student

Understanding idioms is an important part of learning and
speaking English well. Native speakers frequently use
idioms when they speak and write. Idioms are colorful and
interesting, and they tell us a lot about the culture of native
speakers. However, they are sometimes hard to understand.

This book will help you understand 150 idioms as well as the
way they are used in different situations. You’ll improve your
ability to speak and understand English naturally. And, as you
learn more about American culture, you’ll have an easier time
speaking with and getting to know Americans.

To the teacher

This book is organized to make it fast and fun for students
to learn 150 idioms. Each chapter introduces five new
idioms in an interesting dialogue. This dialogue involves
natural spoken English, and it improves cultural awareness by
showing how Americans often act in different situations.

Next, definitions for the idioms are given. Three sentence
patterns are then presented to help improve speaking fluency.
Consolidation and application follow to test students’
understanding of the idioms and their ability to use them.
Finally, there is a section on building conversation/culture
skills. It focuses on the cultural material introduced in the
dialogue.

After every five chapters, there is a reading section which
uses all the idioms from the previous five chapters in an
interesting story. Five reading comprehension questions
follow each of these stories.



Unit1l What great luck! ig’—'—:l‘ﬁﬂl ......................... 1

Unit2 One more dance? FFE—HH? -oerevereeerinninnes 5
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Unit 10 After the test FERH DT «ooooeveerrmrereereninnnn 41
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Unit 23  Getting help at school
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Reading 5 Road trip ABEHRET ovieivivmmimmnn 117
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A: Dialogue

Steve and Jane are old friends. They re talking on the
telephone.

Steve: Jane, you won’t believe it. I won the lottery!
Jane: Are you putting me on?

Steve: No, it’s true. When I found out, I was shocked.

Jane: That’s incredible. You’ve got the luck of the Irish. So,
what now?

Steve: I don’t know. I'll take it step by step. First, I’ll pay off
some bills, then maybe move to a bigger place.

Jane: Pretty soon you’ll be living high on the hog. Life’s
going to change a lot.

Steve: Naah, I'll still be me. You can count on it.




B: Definitions

put someone on — fool someone 97 5 A

I knew Sean was putting me on. He never tells the truth.
the luck of the Irish — very good luck %7z 5

You won again! You have the luck of the Irish.
take something step by step — do things in order

HY BT HE

Slow down. We need to take this step by step.

live high on the hog — have a very comfortable lifestyle
EFiE A E

Movie stars usually live high on the hog.

count on it — rely on or believe something 7 7 5 &
It’s going to rain today. You can count on it.

V: Sentence Patterns

Practice the following kinds of sentences:

I was shocked.
When I found out, | I couldn’t believe it.

I jumped up and down.

now?
So, what will you do?
is the next step?

change a lot.
Life’s going to | be very different.
get really interesting.




Dv: Consolidation

Fill in each sentence with an idiom from the lesson. Use each
idiom only once.

Ex: With all that extra money, you can live high on the hog.

1. I’ll be there on time. You can

2. Denise has . She never loses!

3. This is a very difficult job. We don’t want to make any
mistakes, so let’s

4. I’m just a student, so I can’t

5. Don’t believe what Chris told you. He’s

E: Application

Put the words of each sentence in the correct order.

Ex: count You it on can
You can count on it.

1. say Irish the have People luck the I of

2. on she me putting knew I was

3. on people live hog Poor high cannot the

&




ARG SAIZERNER

Following are ways to tell people surprising news:

~ You won’t believe it. :
You’re not going to believe this.
I’ve got some incredible news.
Get ready for this.

Ex: I’ve got some incredible news. I’m moving to Japan.
Ex: Get ready for this. I’m getting married.

Following are some common responses:

Are you putting me on?
Are you serious? g
Get out of here!

That’s amazing!

Ex: Are you serious? Wow, that is a big surprise.
Ex: Get out of here! I don’t believe it.

A: Jack, sit down for a second.

B: Um, OK, what’s going on?

A: You’re not going to believe this. I got promoted.

B: Are you serious? That means you’re my boss.

A: T guess it does. Hey, why are you sitting down? Get
back to work.

B: Hah, hah. Very funny.




Dialogue

Two friends are at a dance club.

Antonio: It’s late. Wanna get out of here?
Lonnie: So soon? Let’s stay a while longer.

Antonio: I’ve got to get up early tomorrow. I need to hit the
hay soon.

Lonnie: Just another 30 minutes.

Antonio: Well, alright. We’ll leave at 12:00, on the dot.
Lonnie: Works for me. Come on, let’s dance!
Antonio: Lead the way.




B: Definitions

get out of — leave a place & Jf
I’m tired. Let’s get out of here.

hit the hay — go to sleep 7 i i
It’s time for me to hit the hay.

on the dot — exactly at that time  fif
Be here at seven, on the dot.

works for me — 1 can accept that % | &
A: After the movie, we can get ice cream.
B: That works for me.

lead the way — go first; show the way # #
A: I think the club is over there.
B: Lead the way.

j Sentence Patterns

Practice the following kinds of sentences:

get out of here?
Wanna get something to eat?
find a coffee shop and take a rest?

get up early
I’ve got to drive Mike home | tomorrow.
write a report

let’s dance!
Come on, let’s go!
let’s have some fun!




D: Consolidation

Fill in each sentence with an idiom from the lesson. Use each
idiom only once.

Ex: I’ll be there at 5:00 PM, on the dot.

1. What time do you usually N ?

2. I'm not sure where it is. So, go ahead and

3. I don’t like this place. Can we please
here?

4. A: Why don’t you follow me in your car.
B: Sure,

5. A: Don’t be late.
B: I won’t. I’ll be there at 4:15,

Application

Match each idiom with the opposite meaning.

T q = o




AERTS: IR

Following are ways to persuade someone to do something:

Let’s stay a while longer.
It’1l do you good.

We’ve got plenty of time.
What’ve you got to lose?

Ex: I promise you’ll have fun. It’1l do you good.
Ex: It’s only 6:30. We’ve got plenty of time.

Following are positive responses:

Oh, OK, why not.
You’ve convinced me.

Following are negative responses:

Sorry, I still can’t do it.
Nice try, but the answer’s still no. o

Ex:Oh, OK, why not. But you have to pay.
Ex:It’s a nice offer, but sorry, I still can’t do it.

A: Let’s go. I can’t walk any longer.
B: But we just got here. The best stores are on the third floor.
A: How much longer do you want to shop?

B: Just a few minutes. We’ve got plenty of time.

A: Oh, OK, why not.




RIBBIXIFS

'A: Dialogue

The Open Door trading company is full of gossip.
Nicole: Have you seen the new guy upstairs? His office is huge.

Tom: 1know. A little birdie told me his salary is higher
than mine.

Nicole: You don’t say. Well, 1 hear he was given a company car.

Tom: Really? I've slaved away here for 12 years, and I still
don’t have one.

Nicole: You know, he used to work at another trading company.
We better keep an eye on him. He may be a spy.

Tom: That would really take the cake.




- ” f)efinitions |

a little birdie told me — someone told me A A 41 4%
A little birdie told me you’re getting married.
you don’t say — wow; that’s interesting ¥ #) "%
A: Nancy is the smartest girl in her class.
B: You don’t say.
slave away — work very hard # - % F
Nobody likes slaving away at a job they hate.
keep an eye on someone — watch someone closely %/ % A
My supervisor keeps an eye on the new employees.
take the cake — be extraordinary or extreme
ARBT; AHET
A: There’s a big hole in the wall.
B: That takes the cake. This house is falling apart.

C: Sentence Patterns

Practice the following kinds of sentences:

Have you seen
Do you know that new guy upstairs?
What do you think about

keep an eye on him.
We better watch and see what happens.
be careful about what we say.

: take the cake.
That would really make me mad.
be amazing.




