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A Study on The Education in Tibet

Abstract

This book dealt wholly with Tibet’s education and its education re-
form.

The author worked in Tibet autonomous region from 1990 to 2004,
and in that period, he visited seventy-four counties which dispersed in the
whole region, and collected many first-hand data about Tibet’s educa-
tion. Based on the on-the-spot extensive investigation, the author ana-
lyzed traditional features of Tibet’s education, and formed some con-
structive viewpoints on Tibet’s education reform, and thus had this
book.

The author made a systematic and through research on Tibet’s edu-
cation in China, The conclusions was of practical value for Tibet’s educa-
tion reform at present and its development in the future, and was profita-

ble for some issues of other minorities in China.
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 Preface

Tibet is an inseparable part of our great socialist motherland. Be-
cause of its beauty and vastness, it is the dreamland of all people under
heaven. Yet its tough weather, its extreme coldness and scarcity of oxy-
gen fills the hearts of many with awe. Ever since the founding of the New
China, to quicken the steps in its political, economic, and cultural devel-
opment and to shake off poverty and backwardness, the Communist Party
of China and the Chinese government have made untiring efforts. Espe-
cially since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Congress of the Par-
ty, the Central Party Commission has convened many meetings on the
work of Tibet to discuss major policy issues regarding the development of
Tibet. The Central Party Commission and the State Council have reques-
ted that all ministries of the State Council must take practical measures in
supporting Tibet and have called on the all-nation involvement in support-
ing Tibet so as to quicken the steps of development of Tibet.

Under this macro background, in Augﬁst 1990, shortly after I got
my MA degree and was appointed to work in the Ministry of Education
(then called State Educational Commission) , I was dispatched to work on
a short term basis at the grassroots 1¢ve1 in Tibet as part of a training pro-
gram for young civil servants. My task it was to head a research team to
do site investigation on education in different parts of Tibet so to make
preparations for the ensuing work meeting on supporting Tibet in the field

of education to be convened by the State Council. Later, as a member of
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an expert team, I went back to work and conduct investigations in Tibet
several times, with the purpose of facilitating Tibet in making plans for
human resources preparation and compulsory education, From 1998 to
2001, under special arrangement of the Ministry of Education, I came
back to Tibet again and worked in the Educational Department of Tibet
for three years. Thanks to my working experiences in Tibet as mentioned
above, I have become deeply concerned about educational reform in Tibet
and I have given it a lot of thoughts, too. In the early 1990s when I was
considering the topic of my PhD dissertation, I chose the reform and de-
velopment of education in Tibet without much hesitation. In 1995, I put
part of the contents of my PhD dissertation into a book called A Theory
Framework of Educational Reform and Development in China’ s Tibet
and have it published. The book won me the third Wu Yuzhang Award.
To study the reform and development of Tibet’ s education, one must
work hard to find out the unique features of.education in Tibet take these
features into consideration, I believe that, such special factors as the so-
cial-political, economic, cultural, and natural conditions are key to the
study of uniqueness of the reform and development of education in Tibet.
In other words, the uniqueness of education in Tibet is closely linked with
the Tibetan history, language, economic life, the way of habitation, cul-
ture, and psychological characteristics. The 1984 Minute o f Central Par-
ty Commission’ s Working Meeting on Tibet pointed out that the unique-
ness of questions in Tibet are due to the following four points; (1) As the
roof of the world, Tibet is located on a highland where the weather is
cold, oxygen scare, and people sparsely populated. Consequently, the
transportation is underdeveloped and the place has long stayed isolated
from the outside. (2) As a result of long time feudalism and serfdom as

well as the joint ruling of monks and aristocrats, regardless of its being in




