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Alf Laylah wa Laylah

Alf Laylah wa Laylah is also known as the Arabian Nights, or
the Thousand and One Nights.

King Shahriyar had become disgruntled with the unfaithfulness
of women, and vowed to have a new wife each night. Each was to
be executed the following morning. Shahrazad, when her turn

" came, enacted a clever plan. Each night her sister Dunyzad would
come into their room and request a story. The king became so en-
tranced by Shahrazad’s stories that he would long to hear the conclu-
sion of each one; and night after night Shahrazad would leave him in
suspense, thus earning herself a further stay of execution. The king
was delighted by her stories after 1001 nights and married
Shahrazad. They lived a peaceful and happy life ever since.

The Arabian Nights are a collection of Persian, Arabian and In-
dian folk tales handed down through several centuries. There is no
definitive text, but several variant manuscripts. The Nights have a
deeply nested structure; they are often stories within stories within
stories. The different sections aré of greatly varying length; the
smallest one is just above 700 words, the largest is nearly 40,000

words.
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