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hu Zhan, ( 1378—1438) style name Ningzhen, was one of the

-;- Princes in the Ming Dynasty. He was the sixteenth son of Zhu
Yuanzhang, the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty. His mother's

family name is Yu. He was granted the title of Qing King in the 24th year of
Emperor Hongwu Emperor's reign (in 1391). In the 26th year of Hongwu
reign (1393), he should have stationed in his manor, Ningxia town, (Present—
day Ningxia, Yinchuan). But the royal court finally ordered him to station in
Weizhong town (Present—day Weizhou town, Tongxin city, Ningxia)
temporarily because the security and expedience of this Prince couldn't be
guaranteed as Ningxia in those day was close to the front and was newly
declared as a war region. Thus, the expenditure of Qing King was provided by
the revenue of nearby Yanan and Suide. And he was granted the authority to
deal with the military affairs of Ningxia, Qingyang, Yanan, and Suide to defense
the border. In the 27th year ( 1394) of Hongwu reign, he married the
daughter of commander, Sun Jida. Hence, Qing King got married in Weizhou
and lived there for about nine years. When military defense system was well
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constructed in Ningxia and the economic and social situation was in good
condition, in the third year of Jianwen reign (1401), the royal court gave orders
to move Qing King's mansion to Ningxia town, taking Ningxia military defense
office as a Prince mansion. In the 5th year of Yongle reign,(1407),the central
court sent some senior officials to take charge of the project of building new
Prince mansion. However, Prince Qing missed his hometown and was eager to
go back south, so he stopped the project. When his request to move southward
was refused once and again, he then started the construction of his Prince
mansion and enlarged it gradually, making it one of the most marvelous
buildings in north of China.

The king's mansion was built near the Nanxun Gate of the town and to
the west of the main avenue inside the town, which consisted of series of
enormous buildings facing south. In the back of the mansion stood the garden.
In it there were Hall of Meeting Guests and Garden of Resting and Enjoying.
In a word, it was a mixture of the beautiful sceneries of towers, pavilions, lakes,
hills, flowers, which was in fact a copy of the garden in the south China and



F
;

A VEARFRANBEHELH

Dragon Fountain Bronze Carved
Lotus Flowered Jar of Ming Dynasty

‘was the one of the representatives of the gardening of the artisans in Ming

Dynasty.

He had a mansion and a pavilion named Yongcui built in the town; and in
the mansion, there are underground palaces built to escape the hot summer.
Outside the town, lakes called East lake and Yuanyang lake were built for the
Qing King to entertain himself and his guests. When he stationed in Weizhou,
Qing King wrote three moving poems for his hometown and his relatives. One
of them was titled Mount Yongcui Pavilion in North of Weizhou. Town.

Qing King was born in the south of China, so he missed the natural beauty
of the south very much. In order to find a good place for self—entertainment
and meeting friends, he changed the Prince Mansion Orchard into a big park
and renamed it "Lijing Park". In the park, there were Fanglin Palace,
Wangchun Tower, Qunfang Dinner, Dajue Hall, and many towers and
pavilions on the water, such as tower Fangyi, Qingshu, Nifang, Nincui, and
pavilion Wangchun, Shuiyue, Qingyi, Hanbi, Huguang Overlooking, etc.

Besides, there were also apricot manor, mum well, peach stream, moon pavilion,

green pool, bird pool, mandarin duck pool, duck pool, etc. In the east of the
park, there stood the Yanging temple and south Xiaochun garden. In the west
there was Honghua canal, across which was Ningxia town. In the north there
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was Qingyang gate outside which was another paradise over water named Gold
Wave Lake. Around the bank of lake stood pillows, the branches and leaves of
which sheltered from the strong sunshine in summer; in the lake, beautiful boats
‘ floated on the wave. This was then marvelous scene in the north of China. This
s park became Qing King's favorite place for meeting royal missionary massagers,
- entertaining guests, enjoining the moon in autumn evening, and watching snow
falling in winter. Here, many beautfull poems and essays were composed by
Qing King himself and visiting royal officials and some other letter men.

After the death of Zhu Yuanzhang, his first grandson succeeded the throne.
However, the fourth son of Zhu Yuanzhang(the 4th elder brother of Zhu Zhan)
was unsatisfied with the situation, so he rebelled and it was known as "counter
tragedy" in history. Then the throne fell into the hands of Zhu Di, whose reign
title was Yongle(1403). In order to strengthen his power, Zhu Di replaced the
national governing principle made by his father, "governing by people of the
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same surname" with "ruling by people of different surname". Therefore, Qing
King's power was weakened with his title existing in name only. In his late years,
Qing King repeatedly demanded to return to his native place, but was refused
with the excuse that royal forefathers' principle should not be violated. As a
result, he felt languished in his heart because of missing his family and the old
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land and the haunted illness. This can be detected from several of his poems.

In the third year of Zhengtong reign(1438),because of continuous
depression, Prince Qing became ill and died in the Prince mansion on August, 3
at the age of 60. He was posthumously granted the title of "Jing" and historically
remembered as Qingjing King. Prince Qing lived through the reign of six
emperors, such as reign of Hongwe, Jianwen, Yongle, Hongxi, Xuande,
Zhengtong, ruling his vassal for 47 years. On May, 13 of the next year after his
death, he was buried at the foot of the south of Lishan Mountain of Weizhou.
Thereafter, this place became one of the tomb zones of Ming royal clan.

Qing King had three wives and six sons. All the six sons were confered
with titles of kings.The patriarchal clan of Prince Qing ruled Ningxia for about
353 years. The branches of the clan developed greatly and finally it grew into a
big feudal privileged group. In the 16th year of Chongzhen reign(1643),the
peasant army, led by Li Zicheng, occupied Ningxia. The last Prince of Qing
(not titled yet) and his clan members were all killed. Hence, the vassal of Qing
ended. Qing King, Zhu Zhan, a bright, learned person, who was very good at
writing poems and essays, produced many works, including Records of
Nlngx1a(2 volumes), Manuscripts Nizhen (18 volumes), and Collection of Love
Poems (1 volume) and Selective Writings. Besides, he was also known for
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beautiful calligraphy. But the present generation can only see Records of
Ningxia, Selective Writings, etc. Most of his great works were lost in the

development of human history.@
VIR#CATHAR)

Boating in the Moonlight by DaiJin
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? ; u Qi (1385—-1453), a minister of Ming Dynasty, styled himself
Liangyu. His ancestral home was in Qiantong city (Hangzhou city
today). Then his family was banished to a frontier post in Ningxia

because his grandfather had committed a crime, so NingXia became his native
place. Xu Q4, even in his childhood, was intelligent and found of learning, had
sound talents and a very retentive memory. He was praised as "a child prodigy
beyond the great wall". In the sixth year of Yongle(1408), when he was
twenty—three years old, Xu Qi was selected as juren after taking a provincial
selection of juren out of xiucai (held triennially in various provincial capitals). In
the thirteenth year of Yongle(1415), he became a great successful candidate in
the highest imperial examinations.

After entering officialdom, Xu Qi was promoted from xingren(a low rank

ancient official title) to yuanwailang( a high rank ancient official title) on the

Board of War. In the sixth year of Xuande(1431), he was promoted to youtong

zheng (an ancient official title), and acted as a deputy to shilang Zhang Chang

(an ancient offical rank) on the Board of Rites. On behalf of Ming Monarch,

they went to Annan ( northern Viet Nam today) to make Li Li a king . When

dealing with foreign affairs, he not only adhered to principles by severe
criticizing Annan's unfriendly way of doing things which did no abide by
diplomatic etiquette, but also paid attention to uniting people of that country by
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to youshilang in Nanjin on the Board of War.

In the eighth year of Xuande (1433), the relationship between Ming Moparch
and Annan was getting worse and worse that they confronted each other
militarily and people of both countries on the board suffered heavy losses. In
order to retrieve the critical situation and rebuild two nations' traditional
friendship, Xu Qi was sent to Annan as the chief ambassador who hold the
imperial insignia. At this time the old king Li Li of Annan died and the new
king Li Lin succeeded to the throne. Instigated by some ministers, the new king
was unaware of the truth and shaked the hard down good—neighbor
relationship. The peaceful and friendly relationship of two nations was at the
edge. Being ready to give his life in times of national danger, Xu Qi informed
the king and ministers of Annan frankly the way of going with the tide of
history and protecting people. He convinced both the civil and military
ministers of Annan personally and called on the new king Li Li , telling him the

conducting himself with dignity and refusing gift. He maintained the upright,
just and incorruptible image of diplomatic envoy from a great country, and
completed the diplomatic mission successfully. Zhang Chang was very satisfied
with this talented, learned and pragmatic assistant, who was willing to work, and
reported Xu Qi's good performance and outstanding virtue and ability of his
first envoy to court. Xu Qi was put into important position soon and promoted

@
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importance of two nations' good relationship . He thought that people of both
countries did not like bad neighbor relation of two nations, not to say a war. He
assured the king that Ming Monarch would protect royal family's benefit, help
maintain social order, develop production, people would live and work in peace
and contentment in Annan, and both countries could enjoy peace. On the
contrary, if he did not take the safety of his country and people into
consideration but believed small men's slanderous talk and made a wrong
decision which would sadden his own folk and gladden the enemy, he would
let.people of both nations down and became the enemy of people and a person
condemned by history. Xu informed the king the consequences and Li agreed
with subjecting to Ming Monarch. He had a golden man, which would be on
behalf of him, casted and sent it to Ming Monarch. Influenced by Xu's just
words and deeds, the new king followed the old king's national policy of being
friendly with Chnia forever, rebuilt two nations' good relationship, and opened
“up a glorious page of two nations' relationship. During his envoy in Annan,
unlike some ambassadors, Xu refused all the gifts and was respected by both the
king and ministers, had high prestige in Annan court as well. Greatly pleased
with Xu, the Ming emperor Zhu zhanji met Xu immediately when he returned,
invited him to have dinner in his palace, and gave him a handsome reward. In
order to reward Xu Qi, the court also countermand the order of banishing his
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ancestor to guard frontier in Ningxia and replace their frontier ID (with which
the holder and descends can only guard the frontier pass (generation after
generation) with Min ID (with which the holder and his descendents can move
freely).

In the first few years of Zhengtong, the area around Nanzhi (southeastern
provinces) suffered disasters. Xu Qi and shilang Zhan Chen on the Board of
Works were ordered to investigate local authorities in Nanji area. They handled

11

maters impartially, investigated and prosecuted more than thirty officials
decisively and stated ten items to their superior about putting end to disasters,
thus saved lots of lives and property. These two achievements became stories on
officials' lips. In the fifth year of Zhengtong (1440), Xu entered the highest
political decision—making circle participating in important affairs in Nanjin. In
the fourteenth year of Zhengtong(1449), because of some ministers' suggestions
and political reasons, the court was planning to move and place Nanjin officers'
wife and children, who, after moving the capital to Beijin, were still in Nanjin,
to northern cities and villages. Xu was the minister on the Board of War then.
The suggestion mentioned above caused a grievance and commotion among
most of the army men and their families. Though officials were anxious for it
was going wrong, no one was willing to run the risk of offering an opinion to
the court and helping army men in order to maintain their own position and
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property and follow old habit in the officialdom. Seeing that the problem was
critical and pressing, Xu Qi gave no thought to his personal safety and that of
his families, but reported to the emperor that " it is people's nature to hate to
leave their native land. If thousands of people were moved, people's moral
would be seriously affected and it would be hard to predict what will happen to
us. "Xu tried his utmost to stop this moving thus a possible popular anxiety of
his country was avoided. When he was in charge of the Board of War, Xu
noticed that, in frontier areas, military and administration were combined to
form a troop organizational system. Unlike other areas, there were no
Confucian schools at each level here, thus soldiers' children were prevented
from the equal right of receiving education. What was more important was that
it meant these children lost the equal chance of pursuing their official career
because official was selected according to imperial examination system. If this
inappropriate situation could not be improved, no one would be willing to
guard the gateway of their country in the future. If frontier pass could no be
strengthened, the cornerstone of their country would be in danger. After his
appealing with great effort, the court realized it very critical and approved Xu's
request of setting up schools in frontier troop station area as did in other areas. It
became a common practice since then, trained many qualified personnel for the
country, and played important role in strengthening and developing frontier

area.
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Xu Qi was trusted by both the emperor and his fellow men, because he
was a person of excellent character and official of taking the overall situation
into account. Especially in Annan Zhang Chang, Xu Qi and later ambassador
Liu Jian (in Hongzhi period) were respected and regarded as China incarnate by
king and officials, and enjoyed tremendous popularity in neighbor nation.
Ambassador from Annan told officials of Ming Monarch "Everyone knows Xu
in Annan." Emperor Zhu Qiyu granted this old minister the highest honor,
called him Taibao. Because in all his life, Xu was "calm and unruffled", and a
person of noble character and high prestige.

In the forth year of Jintai(1453), when he was sixty— eight years old, Xu Qi
died of illness in his official residence. His .posthumous title was "Zhenxiang".
There was a memorial archway set up by Ningxia people for him in Ningxia,
which was his second home town. Two big Chinese characters "Sima (5] )"
was written on the archway. In memory of him, the people there regarded him

1S

as "the most eminent townsman".@
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called "Man the fourth" because he was the fourth children in his
family. His great grandfather, named Ba Dan, subordinate to the Duke of Yu in
the Yuan dynasty. After the Ming dynasty perished, Ba Dan, leading his
subordinates, surrendered to the Qing dynasty and was awarded Qianhu in
Pingliang. Demobilized, his subordinates were helped to settle down in the area
of Pingliang and Guyuan, and they were called "Tu Da" by the local dwellers.
The family of Man Jun lived in a village called Manjiaying in Sanchagou,
Guyuanli Kaicheng County (present—day Tiegou,Touying Town,Yuanzhou
District in Guyuan, Ningxia). The Ming court took many preferential measures
toward this surrendered group, allowing them "to follow their own customs".
Living peacefully and contently, these Mongolia people soon grew up into a
group of "being good at herding". At the beginning of Chenghua, Tu Da in
Guyuan had a flourishing population, with even several thousand only in
Manjiaying, who were "brave, good at shooting on horse back, making profit
by hunting wild animals every year." Man Jun, the head, was "tough and
intrepid" and often "hid sycophant and banditry, plundered the frontier", who
was not only the richest herd owner in Liupan, but also the umbrella of a
sinister gang who tyrannized the hometown. In the kingdom of the Ming

an Jun (?—1469), Mongolia nationality, the ringleader of the
resurrection of the ethic groups in the Ming dynasty, was popularly




