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Science is a comprehensive and academic sphere. It touches
almost every aspect of our life and educated people need some
acquaintance with its structure and operation. Accordingly, they
should also have a glimpse into and sympathize with how scientists
live and to penetrate their genius temper, outlook, faculty,
standpoint and what motivates them in their pursuits. Similarly,
an understanding of general characteristics of science as well as
specific abstract scientific concepts is easier to attain if one has an
indication about the breadth of which excite and bore the scientist,
even what makes them bristle, embarrass, sin, be ashamed, repent
and feel stupid.

This will be utilized by the intelligent pupil or lay person
whose definition about science is unusually sophisticated; for the
person who sees the objective of science as an undertaking to
deepen the understanding of our world. The book can be used to
supplement or accompany a course in any science, or simply to
investigate and simplify our world. This book will sketch a broader
perspective on scientific attitudes and a more specialized view of
what science is with the utmost precision and satisfy one’s
curiosity about who scientists are, and what they do. It will explore
an understanding of the relationship between science and our
culture and how science can clarify how we perceive our culture.

Readers may learn to appreciate the relationship between scientific
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views and some philosophies that prevail in our culture and learn
an alternative view or refute previous ideas.

We have presented in this book an accurate picture of the
scientific community and index the scientific framework. More
women increasingly comprise the scientific community and this is
not a unique incident but, rather, part of the trend evident and
increasingly measurable in all aspects of society as more women
enter conventionally by majority male fields and contribute to the
society greatly. (These fields include fishermen, butchers, police
lieutenant, priests, carpenters, captains, porters, surgeons,
clerks, colonels, amongst others. They are no longer just a bunch of
landladies, librarians, hostesses and mistresses who wear perfume,
necklaces and get shampoos and haircuts.) The presence of
competent and learned women in this previously manly field is
similarly proportional in all fields, some exceptions excluded.

In discussing these changes, we are faced with a completely
sexist (B £ _E % 5L #) language, one that uses male nouns and
adjectives and adverbs in referring to unspecified individuals.
Though scarcely acceptable and sometimes faulty, we have adopted
the policy of using plural nouns and pronouns whenever feasible
and absolutely necessary. Needless to say, while still insufficient
and may dissatisfy, it is an attempt to treat half of the human race
with equality from a considerate. neutral standpoint.

Our approach is that we shouldn’t take ourselves too seriously.
We see science as a pleasant pastime rather than as a burden or

tedious way to earn a living,
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genius
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plural
porter
precision
presence
prevail
priest
proportional
pupil
pursuit
rather
refute
relationship
repent
scarcely
seriously
shampoo
similarly
simplify
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sophisticated
specialized
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structure
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sympathize
tedious
temper

undertaking
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unique
urtusually
utilize
utmost

whenever
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His knowledge was extraordinary. He was well read in
contemporary literature, philosophy and politics, the Bible,
Socialism, Marxism, even prepositions and pronunciation and
other grammatical points.

Upon my quoting Thomas cartyle, he inquired, in the most
innocent way, who he might be and what he had done. My pulse
quickened when I found occasionally that he was ignorant of the
composition of the Solar system.

“You appear to be astonished,” Holmes said, bursting into
laughter. “You see, | consider that a man’s brain at the original
stage is like a little vacant room, and you have to stock it with such
furniture as you choose: A fool takes in all the lumber of every
sort, but the room does not have elastic walls and cannot extend
indefinitely. For every addition of knowledge, you forget and
subtract something that you know before. There is a margin to
which you can pluck and unload information, a highest dose. It is of
importance, thereby, not to have worthless, superficial facts
elbowing out the useful ones. Foremost, one must filter the
information. You may boast that you have compiled an abundant
catalog of elementary information, but most is merely nonsense

and will betray you when you need to recollect, elaborate or
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illustrate a sensible and valid point.”

“But the Solar System! " | protested in stern reproach as |
reined in my surprise.

“What the use is it to me?” he interrupted, vexed.

While my companion ate, and digested the crust from his loaf
of bread, radish, cucumber and cherry salad. porridge, roast
turkey, breast, and a Kkettle of tea and licked his pudding from his
spoon and thumb. | noticed a somewhat bold heading in the
newspaper. The Book of Life.” | read the corresponding article
which showed how much an observer might learn by systematic
examination of all that came in his way. The reasoning was close and
intense, but he deduced to me with a mixture of far-fetched and
exaggerated appearance. The writer claimed by a briel expression,
an abnormal movement of a muscle or a sly glance of an eye, a
slight tremble of the lip, an almost invisible pattern or an
emotional clue, any trifle, to determine and evaluate and spy a
man’ s private thoughts.

Deceit, according to him. was not feasible in the case of one
trained to observation and analysis. His conclusions were to be
rendered fact. There was always reliability in the detection for and
little chance to deceive, conceal or disguise these movements. Until
the untrained learned the mechanics of it they might well consider
him as a cunning magician.

“From a splash of water,” said the writer, “a theoretical thinker
could infer the possibility of an Atlantic. Like all other arts, this
science can be acquired by patient study of single links in a
succession of the great chain, nor is life long enough to allow any

mortal to attain the highest possible perfection in it.”




