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PREFACE
- This volarne of Modern Englisk Prose grows out of materials
we have used for class-room teadings in the last few years, Tt
was first-published two years ago to heet an urgent deniand for
textbooks in our colleges and universifies. Since thien we have
received much encouragement by its' warm reception and a
number of 'valuable" ‘stiggestions 'for - its’ improvement - from
vitious quarters. Now that there is'a-call for a second. edition,
we have taken ‘the’ chancé to énlargelit and-make whatever
modifications and ¢orrecfions that are necessary. *

In undertaking the selection of these ‘essays; we ‘hgifeke]’)‘t
constantly in view two aims: First; they are to-servé’ as'rhodel
essays ' fot ‘€lass-room’ perusal and: imitation. Within: the pdge
limits we have endedvoured 10 present ‘the best, and nothmgtbut
the best of ‘the' prose masters ‘of  the - two- great: centuries. -
Secondly, itishoped that a study of these specimens will stimulate

" a-deeper interest’on' the part ‘of the readers in a field which is
by far the most fertile of English prose. S

“In a sensethis volume is unique. Instead of making it
represeiitative of all types of English prose writings, we have
included in it only one type of prose, the Informal Essay, which
attained the perfectness of form in the hands of Steele ‘and
Addison, reached the culmination of its splendour in Lamb: and
Hazlitt, and retained much of its exuberance in the inimitable
writings of Stevenson and Ruskin who closed the past century.
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On this account we are forced to make many omissions and
exclusions. It is regrettable that some great names, especially
of the nineteenth century, Jhave to-Bé Teft out from this collection.

In preparing this revised edition, we have introduced some
new essays,and authors.and, verified \the textsy,aking rthem
réasonably. aecyrate. . \We: shave . also . added; many, new
entries in the-Notes, .which have now-grown to'a considerable
sizes: But ;;there ,is. hay dly.,any: scholarly, pretgnse, We_ have
drawn freely-on; the, learning of our, predecessors: whe by theix
ayduous: and:-noble labousihave:added copipusly to,an yadern
standingand appreciation; of these essays. What little contribhp-
tionswe: have -bgen able-tg:make are therefore quite insignif-f
icant in view of the great.mass- of borrowings, which: are: )tog
many 10 be. enumeratedg Tt sl ot ur

,#@ur thanks are -sue to ouzicolleagues and. othm: whp havc
hglppdms, inithe making of these selections, . We.are:also-graseful
t0.Mx, . John,; Blofeldy Guylinral @t:tac;hq. of, the British, Embassy,
in-Changkings who has kindly .made the arrapgement. for, a
gexlerous grant: from. the Britishi, Coungil ip London, -withoys
which) the: publication, of this; new redition; would be, pragtically
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. SIR RICHARD STEELE, (1672:1729) AND.
JOSEPH ADDISON (1672-1719) -
' Reéoliecﬁons of Childhood

Dies, i fallor, adest, quem se‘mfe;r"acer'b‘rzim, S
Semper honoratum (sic & solusstis), habepo,
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. There are those among. mankind wha-cani enjoy no: relish
of their being) cxcept the world is made agquainted-with: all that
rclates to them, and . think everything: lost: that - passes” tin-

observed ; but qtl_;em;ﬁnd_arsplid delight in stealing by the efowd

* and modelling their life after such & manner. as is as much above

thc“appxjobat_,ion .as the practice of. the: vulgar. Life being too

- short to give instances great enough of: true | friendship * or

goadwill, some sages have thought it pious to preserve a'cértain
ievercnce. for the- manes. of their deceased. friends, and- have
withdrawn themselves from the'rest of the ‘world at' certain
seasons to commemorate. in their: own: thoughts such’ of their
?9@??“@?‘? who, have gone before them out of this life; and
1pdcg;i, when wc are advapced in years,. there is'not a inore
Pleasing entertainment than to recollegt: in a gloomy mement tHe
many we have parted with, that have been' dear and agreeable
to us, and to cast a melanc;ﬁoly- thought or two after:these with
whom, perhaps, we have indulged ourselves in whole nights of
mirth and jollity. With such indlinations in, my heart, I went

1



to my closet yesterday in the evemng, and resolved to be
sorrowful; upon’ which océasion, I could not but look with

disdain upon myself, that, though all the. reasons which I had
to lament the loss of many of my friends are now as forcible as

the same sorrow whlch I felt at that time; but I could, without
tears, reflect _upon many pleasmg adventures I have had with
some who have long been blended with common earth. Though
it is by the benefit of nature that length of time thus blots out the
violence of afflictions, yet with tempers too much ngen to
pleasure itjs- -almwost niecdssary to: revive the oid p‘}aces of gnef
in our memary, and-ponder steg'by $tép o past [fe;t6 ledd’ ‘the
-mind-inte, that sobriety: of thought‘whlchfpomes the“heart a‘nd
makes it heat with due_time, Wwithout bemg qﬂxekened with
desire, or retarded: with despair, ét -its: ‘proper’and eqﬁﬁl ‘
motion. When we wind'up a' clock that is oit of order to maiie
it go well for the future; we do not 1mmed1ate1y set the hand o
the -present instant, but we make ‘it strike the round of all its
‘hours beforé it can.recover the’ regnlanty of its time. “S‘uchf"
thought. I, “shall be iny method this evéning; and since it is
that day of the year which I dedicate t6 thé mertiory of stich in
another life as I mruch.delighted i in when living, an Hbur'o or two
shall be sacred to sorrow-and their themiory, while I fun ovér all
the melanchely circumstances of this kmd which' haw: otéui’rcd

- ; L [P
re. PP

to me in.my whole life.¥ -

.. The:first sense of sorrow T ever "kn'ew was upon the death of
my father at which time I was not quite five years of age, but
was rather amazed:at: what all the hiousé ‘méant than possesséd
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with a real understanding:why nebody. was willing-to play with
me. I remember I went into the room where his body lay, and
my mother sat:weeping alone by it. I'had-my battledore in my
hand," and fell a-beating. the coffin, and calling.*“Papa’; for I
know not how I had some slight. idea that he- was locked up.
thére. My mother caught: me: in her :arms, and, transported
beyond all patience of the;silent grief. she was before 'in, she
almost smothered me in her embrace,. and told me, in 2 flood
of tears, papa could not-hear e, and would. play with me no
more, for they were going tor put-him under ground, whence
he. could never come to.us againi She wass a. very beantiful
wotian, of a noble $pirit, ~and there was. a dignity: in: her grief
amidst all the: wildness of rhér transport; which, methought;
struck me with an instinct of sérrow-which, hefore 1-was. sensible
of whatit-was to grievd, seized my very soul,.and:has made pity
the weakness 6f my heart ever since. Fhe/miind fixr infancy s,
methihks, like the body in embryoy and receives impressions-so
forcible that they ‘are-as hard-to: be removed by reasony as amy
mark with which a. child is born is to be taken away by any
future application: Hende is it that good nature in me'is no merit;
but, having been so . frequently: overwhelmed with her . tears
before 1. knew the cause of any . affliction; or could draw
defences: from my bwn . judgment; I-imbibed commiseration,
remorse, and an unmanly gentleness of mind' which' has
since ensnared - me. -into: ten ' thousand calamities; and
from: . whence : }-. can: - réap -no advamtage, .exeapt
it be that.in suchia humour as I am now in, I can-the better
indulge myself ih the sofinessess'of ~humanity,. and enjoy
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that sweet anxlety which -;arises from .the memory -of past
afflmtlons : - R e .
¢ We; that are very old, are-better able to remember things
which. befellitis in our distant ‘youth! than the passages of later
days. For!this reason it is that.the -companions of myistrong and
vigorous years present themselves ‘more immediately to me in this
office of sorrow. Untiiely 'or unhappy deaths are what we are
Tnost! apt to lament, 5o little ate we able to.make it indifferent
when. a thing happens, though:we know it must happen. Thus
we groan under-life, and béwai} those who are relieved from it.
~ Every object that: returns to .qur imagination raises different
passions:according to. the circutnstance of their departure. Who
can have lived iri.an:army, and in a serious hour reflect upon
the'many. gay and agreéable men that niight- long have flourished
in the arts of peace, and.: not join with the imprecations’ of the
fatherless: and widow.on the tyrant to whose ambition ‘they fell
sacrifices? But gallant men who are.cut off bysthe sword move
rather our veneration than our pity;and we gather relief enough
from their own contempt of death, to make it no evil, which
was approached with so much cheerfulness and attended with
so. much . honour. .But. when' we: turn our. thoughts from . the
great parts of life on-such occasions, and instead of lamenting
those who stood ready to give death to those from whom theyhad
the fortune to receive it,—I say, when we let our thoughts
wander' from such moble: objects, and consider the havoc which
is made among thestender and the innocent, pity enters with -an

unmixed softness, and passesses all our souls at once.
. Here (were there iwords. to express such sentiments with
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proper tenderness) I should record the beaﬁty, mnocence, and
untimely death of the first object my eyes ever beheld with love.
The beauteous virgin! How igriorantly ‘did she'charii, how
carelessly excel!l O Death!' thou hast right to' the bold, ‘to the
ambitious, to the high; andto the haughty, but why ° “this
cruelty to'the humblc, to'the meek, to'the undlscerhmg, to the
thoughtless? Nor age, not biisiness,"nor distréss ¢an erdse the
dear image from my 1mag°mation “In the samie week, I'saw Ket
dressed for a ball and inr'a’ shroud. How ill did" ithe Habit of
Death become the pretty trifer+1 still behold thié $iniling eartht=
"' Alatge train of disasters'were conting oh to 'ty miemory,
when my servant knoeked at my closet doér and'ititeriupted 'mé
- with a letter, attended with 3 hampéfiof'vaine,' of the sdint sort
withthat which is to be put to sale on Thursddy next at Gatt
raway’s: Coffechouse: Uporiithe receipt- of it, T sent for threé of
my- friends. 'We are so intimate™that we ‘can”beé compdny in
whatever state of tnind we niéet, 'and can entéitiin ‘each ‘other
without expecting always to rejofte. 'The wine Wé found to' be
generous " #nd ‘warnving, ‘but “withlsuch'a: heat'as moved us
rather to -beé' cheerful than*freliciome: It ‘revived the" spirits
without firing the blood: 'We commlended’it'tilt two of the-etock
this.mornéngs and; thhving tosday met 2 litdle before'dinfier, we
found that, though we drank' two bottles a mhdn,we had' much
more reason to récollect than: ferget what had p‘assed the mght
befbre~—Steel& o S

| ‘ The Spectgtér Intrqduces Hnmself

Non fumum ex fulgose, sed ex fumo dave lucem - -~ v
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Cogztat ut ;pemm dejzmc miraeyla promat. .. }
| ,have obsqwed that a reader §e1domeeruse§ a boek with
pleasurq till he knows wrhcﬂ}cr the, writer, of it be a black ora
fair man, of a mild or gholeric disposition, mamed or a bacheler,
with other pammla,rs of Jhe like nature, that conduce VEry
mych to the. right ,ux;gergtay@gg of an; authgr.. To gratify: this,
curiosity, which,is spmatural.to a reader, I desigﬁ;this paper. and.
my next asjprx;fal;ory dlscomscs 9, my, followmg wrmngs, and

engagc;i in ﬂus worky ,g\s ,'thc chmf troul%le of compxl;ng, dlg,est-
ing, and orrecting will fall to, my shage,. I, must, da myself the
Justice, to.open;the workswith, my.own histpry. ; AT
1 wzs hom to g small hereditary: estate, - wkach,, accordmg
w the tradnmn of the, village where i it lies, was bounded by the
same hedges and: ditches i in, William the Conqueror’s time that
it is, at present, apd has. been delivered down from father to son
whole 3nd entire,, without, the .loss or acquisition, of -a single
field or meadow,, during the space of six hundred years. There
runs astary dn the family that when:my. mother was gone with
oild of -mg -about. three. months, she reamt, that -she . was
brought to. bed of a jugdge, . Whether: this might procesd from a
law-suit. which was then depending in the family,. or my father’s
being a justice of the peace,‘ I cannot. determine; :for J.am not
s0 vain as to think it presaged.any dignity that I should arrive
at in my future life, though that was the . interpretation
which the nelghbourhood put upon it. The gramty of my
behavxoutat iy frery firft a’f)pearance ‘for the World, ‘and all the
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as she often told me, I threw away my rattle before I was two
months old, . and would not maice use of my corail tilltthey had
taken away the bells from it. : :

+, Ascfor the rest’ of my mfancy, there; bemg nothmg in it
gl)g*nor;;}g@, I.had th/c x_epmat;on of a very ,sullcq y.outh, but
was . always a favourite. of . my schoglmaster, who used to say
that my, parts- were solid and would wear well. T had not been
long at. the university. before, I distinguished myself by a most
profound silence; for during the space of ¢ight years, -excepting ’
in the ipublic exercises of the-college, T scarce uttered the quan-
tity :of an hundred words; and indeed dornot remember that 1
© ever. spgke three sentences together in my whole life. Whilst I
was in this lgarned bedy, I applied myself with so much diligence
to my studies that there are very few-celebrated books, either
inthe learped or the modern tongues, which I am not acquainted
fwi‘th.,' o Do e S

Upon, thc death of my father I was resolved to. travel into
.fore;lgn countries, a;nd_{,therefgrc left the  university, with: the
character of an odd unaccountable fellow-that had a great deal
of Jearning, if I weuld byt show it. An insatiable . thirst after
knowledge carried;me into-all the countries of Europe, in' which
there was anything -new or §trange to-be sedn;. nayyto such a
degree was. mgycmrmty raised that,having read the controversies
of same great,men concerning the antiquities of Egypt,.1 made
f. voyage to Grand-Cairo on purpose-to take the measurerof a
pyramid; and as soon as I had set myself right in that particular,
zgturned to. my pative country with great satisfaction.



1 have passed my latter years in this city, where I am
frequently seen in most public places; though there are not
above half a dozen of my select friends that know me; of whom
my next paper shall give a more particular account. There is
no place of general resort wherein I do not ‘often make my
appearance; sometimes I am seen thrusting my head into a
round of politicians at Will’s and listening with great attention
to the narratives that are made in those little circular audiences.
Sometimes ¥ smoke a pipe at Child’s; and whilst I seem attentive

" to nothing but the Postman, overhear the conversation of every
table in the room. I appear on Sunday nights at St. James’s
Coffee-house, and sometimes join the little committee of politics
in the inner room, as one ‘who comes there to hear and improve.
My face is likewise very well known at the Grecian, the Cocoa
Tree, and in the theatres both of Drury-Lane and the Hay-
market. I have been taken for a merchant upon the Exchange for
above these ten years, and sometimes pass for a Jew in the
assembly of stock-jobbers at Jonathan’s) In short, wherever I
see a cluster of people I always mix with them, though I never
open my lips but in my own club.

Thus I live in the world rather as a Spectator of Mankind
than as one of the species; by which' means I have made
myself a speculative statesman, soldier, merchant, and artisan,
without ever meddling with any practical part in life. I am very
well :versed in the theory of an husband, or a father, and can
discern the errors in the economy, business, and diversion of
others better than those who are engaged iri them; as standers-
by discover blots, which are ajt to escape those who are inthe



game I never éspoused any party with viélence, and ami resolved
to observe an exact neutrality betweeh the Whigs and Tories, '
unless I shall be forced to declare myself by the hostilities of
cither'side. In short, I have acted in all the parts of my life as a
looker-on, which is the character T intend 10 preserve in’ this
PaPer~v'
1 have glvcn ‘the reader J'ust so'much of 'my historyand
character as to let him se¢ T ar not altogether -unqualified for
the busitiess 1 have undertaken. As for other particulars in my
 Life and Adventures, T shall insert them in following papers, as
I shall see occasion. In the- meantime, when I considerhow much
I have seen, "read andiheard; T begin to blafhe. my own tacitur-
nity; and’ sftice T Kave neither time nor inélination to communi-
cate’ the ‘fulness of my heart in speech, I aim resolved to-do’ it in’
wrmng, and to pnnt mySC}f out, if‘possible;’ before 1 die. Thave
been’ oﬂeh told by my friénds that it-is pity so many’ useful
dlsmverxes which I Havé made' should be i thé posséssion of &,
silent mian. For this' reason, therefore, 1 shalt: pubhsh»a sheetful
of thoughts every mormng for the benefit of my contempotaries;
and'if I ¢an any way - contiibute to the diversion 6f -improvement
of the country in which T live,’T shall leavé it, when I-am
summoned out of it; with the secret satisfaction-of thmkmg that

i f
-,\'.‘ .‘*5; . -

I have not lived.in vain.
There are three very material points which I have not
spoken to in this papcf, and which for several important reasons,
-1 must keep to myself at least for some time: I mean, an
account of my name, my age, and my lodgings. I must confess
1 would gratify my reader in anything that is reasonable; but as



