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THE COUNTRY

The last day of July; for a thousand versts around, Russia, our
native land.

An unbroken blue flooding the whole sky; a single cloudlet upon
it, half floating, half fading away. Windlessness, warmth ... air like
new milk!

Larks are trilling; pouter-pigeons cooing; noiselessly the swallows
dart to and fro; horses are ncighing and munching; the dogs do not
bark and stand peaceably wagging their tails.

A smell of smoke and of hay, and a little of tar, too, and a little
of hides. The hemp, now in full bloom, sheds its heavy, pleasant
fragrance.

A decp but sloping ravine. Along its sides willows in rows, with
big heads above, trunks cleft below. Through the ravine runs a brook;
the tiny pebbles at its bottom are all aquiver through its clear eddies.
In the distance, on the border-line between earth and heaven, the
bluish streak of a great river.

Along the ravine, on one side, tidy barns, little storehouses
with close-shut doors; on the other side, five or six pinewood huts
with boarded roofs. Above each roof, the high pole of a pigeon-
house; over each entry a little short-maned horse of wrought iron.

The window-panes of faulty glass shine with all the colours of the
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