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The Real Meaning of Peace

TN

There once was a king who offered a prize to the artist who would paint
the best picture of peace. Many artists tried. The king looked at all the
pictures. But there were only two he really liked, and he had to choose
between them. One picture was of a calm lake. The lake was a perfect mirror
for peaceful towering mountains all around it. Overhead was a blue sky with
fluffy white clouds. All who saw this picture thought that it was a perfect of
peace.

The other picture had mountains, too. But these were rugged and bare.
Above was an angry sky, from which rain fell and in which lightning played.
Down the side of the mountain tumbled' a foaming waterfall. This did not look
peaceful at all.

But when the king looked closely, he saw behind the waterfall a tiny bush
growing in a crack in the rock. In the bush a mother bird had built her nest.
There, in the midst® of the rush of angry water, sat the mother bird on her
nest—in perfect peace. The king chose the second picture.

“Because,” explained the king, “peace does not mean to be in a place
where there is no noise, trouble, or hard work. Peace means to be in the midst
of all those things and still be calm in your heart. That is the real meaning of
peace.”
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There are two days in every week, about which we shd{;\lld’ﬁot‘ WOITY,
two days which should be kept from fear and apprehension.

One of these days is Yesterday with its mistakes and cares, its faults and
blunders, its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our
control. All the money in the world cannot bring back yesterday. We cannot
undo a single act we performed; we cannot erase a single word we said.
Yesterday is gone.

The other day we should not worry about is Tomorrow with its possible
adversities' and its burdens. Tomorrow is also beyond our control. Tomorrow’s
sun will rise, either in splendor? or behind a mask of clouds—but it will rise.
Until it does we have no stake in tomorrow, for it is as yet unborn.

This leaves only one day—Today. Anyone can fight the battles of just one
day. It is only when you and I add the burdens of those two awful eternities—
Yesterday and Tomorrow—that we break down.

It is not the experience of Today that drives you mad—it is the remorse® or
bitterness® for something which happened yesterday and the dread of what
tomorrow will bring...

Remember that man’s life lies all within this present, else were but a
hair’s breadth® of time; as for the rest, the past is gone, the future yet unseen.

| adversity/ad'vaisati/ n. #¥; FH
splendor/'splenda(r)/ n. X4, A#; Hm
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He wasn’t sure what had awakened him. Perhaps the child had made

some small noise in his sleep. But as he peeked from beneath the covers, his
gaze was drawn not to the cradle but to the window.

It was then that he realized what had sneaked through the shield' of his
slumbers. It was the sense of falling snow.

Quietly, so as not to disturb the child’s mother, he rose from the bed and
inched® toward the cradle. Reaching down, he gently lifted the warm bundle to
his shoulder. Then, as he tiptoed® from the bedroom, she lifted her head,
opened her eyes and—daily dose of magic—smiled up at her dad.

He carried her downstairs, counting the creaks on the way. Together,
they settled in at the kitchen table, and the adult in him slipped away. Two
children now, they pressed their noses against the glass.

The light from the street lamp on the corner filtered® down through the
birch trees, casting a glow as green as a summer memory upon the winter-
brown back yard. From the distance came the endless echo of the red
stoplight, flashing in ruby message, teasing like a dawn that would not come.

The flakes were falling thick and hard now, pouring past window, a
waterfall of mystery. Occasionally, one would stick to the glass, as if reluctant
to tumble to its fate. Then, slowly, slipping and sliding down the glass, it
would melt, its beauty fleeting gone.

Within an hour, a white tablecloth was spread up on the lawn. And as
gray streaks of dawn unraveled along the bleak seam of the distant hills, father
and daughter watched the new day ripple across the neighborhood.

A porch light came on. A car

shield/fild/ v. &%, mid*; REFHER

inch/intf/ v. & A3h, LB

tiptoe/'tiptou/ v. SEACErA, T FBpibk
filter/'filta(r)/ v. it i&; A k; Bi; B
A, Bk

door slammed. A television flickered.

Across the street, a family scurried
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into gear. But this day was different.



kitchen door ﬂew open and out burst thr e awesomely bundled objects that set

instantly to rolling in the snow.

He wondered where they had learned this behavior. Even the littlest one,
for whom this must have been the first real snowfall, seemed to know
instinctively what to do.

They rolled in it, they tasted it, and they packed it into balls and tossed it
at one another. Then, just when he thought they might not know everything,
they set about shaping a snowman on the crest of the hill.

By the time the snowman’s nose was in place, the neighborhood was fully
awake. A car whined in protest, but skidded staunchly’ out of its driveway.
Buses ground forward like Marines, determined to take the hill. And all the
while, the baby sat securely® and warmly in his arms.

He knew, of course, that she wouldn’t remember any of this. For her
there would be other snowfalls to recall. But for him, it was her first. Their
first. And the memory would stay,
cold and hard, fresh in his thoughts,
long after the snowman melted.

!‘ 5 staunchly/'stont/li/ adv. R 3b; & Xk
| 6 securely/si'kjurli/ adv. %43
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