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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF LINHAI

Linhai is located in the central part of
Zhejiang, neighboring Tiantai in the north,
close to Yandang Mountains in the south,
facing the sea in the east, leaning against
Guacang Mountains in the west, and enjoying
the advantages both in mountains and sea.

The Western Han Dynasty established Huipu
County here in the second year of the
Shiyuan Period (85 BC). In the Three
Kingdom Period, it was re-established into
Linhai Prefecture in the second year of the
Taiping Period of the Sun Clan's Kingdom
Wu (year 257), with today's Zhejiang
Taizhou, Wenzhou, Lishui, Ningbo and
regions north of Fujian's Minjiang River
under its jurisdiction; in the second year of the Huanglong
Period (year 230) when Sun Quan sent General Wei Wen to
lead ten thousand generals and soldiers to make an
expedition to Taiwan, it was here the Linhai Port that they
departed from. The Linhai Prefecture was abolished in the
Sui Dynasty, and the Taizhou Prefecture was re-established
in the Tang Dynasty, and later on Linhai was always the
political and cultural center of Taizhou. In the Song Dynasty
Taizhou saw its heyday in its history, being
called the “Minor Zou and Lu” especially
at the time when the Southern Song Dynasty
established its capital in Linan with Taizhou
as the auxiliary prefecture. Linhai had all the
more celebrities appearing one after another
and all its business prosperous. The Southern

grandmother Xie Daoging is a native of
Linhai, and her grand father Xie Shenfu
had worked as Prime Minister for Emperor
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Ningzong of the Song Dynasty; the
Chronicles of Jiading Chicheng that was
reputed as famous local chronicles in history
was also published here; the government
engraved Xun Zi , after being passed to Japan,
was appraised by the Japanese as a “ rare
book in the world” ; and at the end of the
Yuan Dynasty after Fang Guozhen led his
uprising troops to capture the city of Taizhou,
he once “founded his kingdom” here.
The city wall of Linhai was first built in the
Eastern Jin Dynasty, and there was an
explicit record that “ the Sui Dynasty
pacified the Chen, protected the city with a
thousand men” . Entering the Tang Dynasty,
the city was expanding ceaselessly in scale, becoming as
large as “eighteen li in circumference” . The main part of
the existing ancient city was built in the Song Dynasty. The
topography is strategically located and difficult of access,
with the Lingjiang River around its west and south to form a
natural moat, Mt Dagushan traversing in the north to be used
as protective screen, and a moat being dug in the east,
According to local chronicles, the city of Linhai was
destroyed by floods eight times, and later in
order to prevent the flood disaster, the city
wall “horse fa-ade” was built into a half-arc
and half-projected shape, to weaken the
impact force of the river water; so the city
wall of Linhai can be successfully preserved.
There are lots of cultural relics and historical
sites in the city of Linhai, among which the
Thousand Buddha Pagoda re-built in the Yuan
Dynasty has a very high cultural relic value.
Standing atop Mt Jinshan in the southeastern



corner of the city, its name is derived from
the legend that Huanghua the Perfected Lord
left his headdress here when he cultivated
himself to become an immortal and went up
to the heaven. The mount has four pagodas
together with Tianning Temple, Sanyuan
Palace, Painting Reading Chamber, Buweng
Pavilion and other historical sites, so Mt
Jinshan has been reputed as “a superb place
for tourism and sightseeing in the whole
prefecture” . The East Lake by the city was
dug in the Northern Song Dynasty, which
was originally a shipyard of navy barracks,
and later became a place for officials and
gentlemen to amuse themselves. Yu Yue the
famous man of letters in the Qing Dynasty inscribed a couplet
to praise it: “Good hill and good water, east of city wall only
less than half a li away; being suitable rain or shine, how is it
to be compared with West Lake First Tower?”

The beauty of Linhai's mountains and waters has long been
known to the world, which can be proved by Xie Lingyun the
Outstanding Scenic Poet's love for the Linhai's mountains
and waters who at the beginning of 5" century led hundreds of
houseboys and servants to “felled trees to open up roads”
with great strength and vigor, to enter Linhai by traversing
Shanxian, striding over Guanling and crossing Tiantai.

The region of Taozhu along the coast of the East China Sea is
a provincial-level scenic area, and at the same time the State
Geological Park, the rarely seen coral crag scenes are dotted
here. With a total area of 5 square km, the crags projecting
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out of ground surface are like man-made
hexagonal stone pillars of diversified
dimensions jaggedly standing in stretches
over the mountains and of varied shapes to
present a wonderful sight of divine
craftsmanship, being the typical
representative works of volcanic slag
topographic molding.

In order to resist the attacks of Japanese
pirates, the imperial court of the Ming
Dynasty specially built more than 50 defense
posts in the region of Zhejiang, and the Castle
of Taozhu is one of them. The city of Taozhu
is not of a large scale, it is “ twenty-one chi
high and one 1i and seventy bu in
circumference” with three gates opened in it. In the years of
the Jiajing Period, famous general Qi Jiguang gained a
complete victory over the Japanese pirates, which is called
the “Great Victory in Taozhu” in history.

Linhai has been listed as a historic and cultural city of the
State with its long and glorious history and culture. Over
recent years, Linhai has increased its strength to protect the
cultural heritages of the ancient city: by renovating the
ancient city wall, repairing cultural relics and historic sites,
and especially investing quite considerable financial and
material resources in the renovation of the historic street
block of the Ziyang Street, which has effectively promoted
the rejuvenation of the ancient city and the continuation of
the historical culture tradition.
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THE CITY WALL OF TAIZHOU

PREFECTURE

The ancient city wall of Linhai, i.e. the city wall of

Taizhou, was first built in late Eastern Jin Dynasty

SRR The Chonghe Gate

The city wall, of eighteen li long in circumference” | has
still preserved its three facades on the southern, western
and northern sides. Wang Shixing the well-known
humanistic geographer of our country (a native of Linhai)
once said: “ Among the eleven prefectures in the two
regions of Zhejiang, only our Taizhou has the most
natural barriers for defense. It faces great rivers in the
west and south, and is provided with dangerously steep
precipices penetrating into the clouds in the northwest,
presenting no paths even for birds.” The ancient city of
Linhai has not only imposing barriers like the Great Wall
in North China, but also has elegant and nice waters and
mountains south of the Yangtze River, so it has been

reputed as the “Great Wall south of the Yangtze River”

BRYG S The Horse-faced Wall
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WIR 520k The Entrapping City Wall of Heaven Worshipping Gate
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