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Inreface

"Let us paddle with oars, the boat sweeps over the ripples. Mirrored in
water is the beautiful White Pagoda, surrounded by green trees and red
walls. Gently the boat drifting, after the cool breeze across the lake.”
Whenever this popular melody is played, many Chinese would sing along.
What the song describes is the charming scenery of Beihai, a place of interest
of more than 800 years old in the capital city of Beijing.

Beihai, one of the oldest imperial gardens in China, embodies the
essential elements of traditional Chinese culture, and reflects the dreams of
ancient Chinese who had for centuries tried to create a fairyland on earth.
As a representative of Chinese gardens, Beihai could tell many stories about
the development of Chinese landscape art.

Beihai was called Yaoyu in the Liao Dynasty (916-1125). Landscape
construction of the compound began in 1166 during the Jin Dynasty (1115-
1234), and renovations and expansions were made during the following
dynasties of Yuan (1271-1368), Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) to
prefect this imperial garden for the supreme rulers. In 1925 and for the first
time in history, Beihai was opened to the public as a place where the masses
could relax and entertain themselves.

Besides charming gardens and exquisite architectural buildings, Beihai's
unique historical, cultural and artistic values have no comparison among
ancient Chinese gardens.

Beihaiis a witness of tremendous historical changes. From a garden first
built in the Liao Dynasty to a public place of entertainment today, Beihai
has seen and experienced great changes in more than 800 years. It might
be the only garden with such a long history in the world.

Beihai could also be said the cornerstone of the city of Beijing in the
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. It was around the natural water area of
Beihai that Kublai Khan, the first emperor of the Yuan Dynasty, had Dadu
(Great Capital) built. When the Ming took over, Emperor Chengzu ordered
a new capital together with new imperial palaces erected on the former
location of Dadu. The layout of the Ming capital was followed and reserved
by the rulers of the Qing court. How could one garden determine the location
of the capitals of several dynasties?! But it is true with Beihai, the only example
in the history of capitals in China and the world.

With countless renovations and expansions, Beihai has been reserved
infact, and has played the role of a landscape garden, from the very
beginning till today. After conducting a great deal of research on the many
feudal imperial gardens in the world, Chinese scholars have reached the
conclusion that Beihai is the earliest and still existing one.

Beihai is a mirror of Chinese imperial gardens. It represents the highest
level of ancient Chinese landscape art and construction technique. Its
unique architectural design and style fully demonstrate the superb
workmanship of ancient Chinese craftsmen.

Beihai is a complex that combines multi-cultures. As an important
component of the city of Beijing, it not only reflects China’s 5,000 years of
cultural history, but also embodies the excellent cultures and thoughts of
different nationalities across China, as well as the essences of Taoism,
Buddhism and Confucianism.

In 2005, the 839-year-old imperial garden will celebrate its 80th
anniversary of opening to the ordinary public. It will continue as always to

greet visitors from far and near, with it fascinating scenery, long history and

splendid culture.

@ Director of the Beihai Park
— Q)
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The Plan of Beijing in the Qing Dynasty (in Emperor Qianlong's reign)

B AR AE AT

S HILVERANEE, 11794 (&KE HIUE),
SERILEL, XA B ERRIGERAKTE, RELRET,

LR TRERB, K R&) .
KA 5  KIMBEE G %41, RPE . 2509%,
SCHE, ARG RABL, KBSk, WIS I SOk R S

JEHRARER T BRKE
HI814E (&K
T AE) MBRHFRE, 1914 (&
1B TAE) HRRTTTE, W, R
e EAE e 57 58 B Fn ik B e, IR B
BEMT &AM\t —,

13 424y, 560 RN 5 & rh T
U3 7B R AL SRR T e TRk, Bk
SRR TR, el )G, PLK
WA PO T RER. [ 12624 (5¢
W ZAR) 12664 (GLEITLZAE), IT
IR B R BEAT T R MU i Fnfse 4% ,
PRE BRI B BRI ok
WA, EETE TR, R A %
S, RILE% KA. 12714 (Of
FEIL/NGE) BUAER ISP “HAEL" X4
HAWT, TS A
VORI BRI, 5B Mk TR
AR R SIBL TS I DN E iy
PRE LTS .

WA, W R B BRI o #B Ik
5O, BERP IR T R BB 97 [ H0 A
BAR, @R (S, B
3 B vb B A B DA 4G, A B IR S
MBI SRAE M JF GG 5 %1, 2 )5
UL SURB 46 Fnd e, FF46 T
e, db. PEETIBIX . SEIS AR
FERTEE T REFIRE MR W) %, AE
hoRE S AEVE R T AR s
HEBE., &8
— LSRG



WAL S, USRI R, ks s A AR A EEE, JFREUIEE
Sy AhTEHE . R, dEiE, SFRA ORI AT, BTSRRI TR A
B, R TR ST M TR, BT AIESERBLLE R R
B, BEREAE ], SERE R AL HE AT T B B R O T e A
B IS PRk 223, (E IS L T IR MR L PR, W
BORURE & . . KRR, PRERE. BERBSE - RHtERE A B el
AR RS G R, B r T RERE A R B EIT AR, fE
TR, WAhEE. BHEE, EALREEE T RO, JUREE, EE . W
S, ORI . BAESEPRR R A . PR BRRRRLR, SRR
Wi, e L, MR A REUNG, B T AL A Y
BUBLRRS Ry

PRSI0, M 1742 SRR HERE AR ) 1779 4E(ISVERE DY IU4E), %2
e 5 75 42 T 11 8 P 36 L R R RS S e oy e e v , 5 S5 7 e B 5= Fndz
M 126 ., 55350, BF2S5 R, AR 16 %, SISO S A 12 8, $E
Asesgeit, P EAERR 208G, SRR, &0 R8T
AL ) B A RS E),

1913 4F, G WM T SR AL X i L K IS FE A 4 T 24 i vp AR R
B, 1925468 A1 H, db#ga e s A4 0 i, 1938410 H 1 H, W
A 1F AT AJFI, o, dbd ISR SE R T Rk 700 £ 4 B A E R R

FLESE R A,

BB IR
An old photo of the Jade Flowery Islet

- - s
RPN
An old photo of the Chanfu Temple

VS IR Dy R, PRk 25 U B S BN P PR SE SR 3 9 A8 1A k2 v e AR 55 1
.

1949 AR AL F-FOF RO , AN BRBURFESE T ALl B, X2 B Pl
FEBHEFT TR LE , AT T RAEAEA | GBI T 390 55 b 7 el S5 1 Pk 52

CAE, A5 s oy 2 1 bR R T T R AL
1957 4%, dbxtii N BRZE 512 A A AL fg A Ao AL s 58—k e s
PRI AL,

196 147, Al Fn P 5 e Ay 1] 55 e AT F) 4 1] 5 — i o ma SXP AR o iAo
1992 4%, Abut N REBURFEAbiEA “HEF bt bl de L SLIRHBE”
2001 47, B SRWE R T ALE A 2 EHE AAAA 95t

11



History

Oldest Imperial Garden in the World

Beihai, or North Seq, islocated in the heart of Beijing. It occupies a total area of
682,000 square meters, 389,000 square meters of which being water area and 183,
000 square meters covered by grass and trees. On the compound grow 580-odd
ancient trees.

The layout of Beihai is based on an ancient Chinese legend about “one pond
and three islands”. The entire arrangement is a harmonious combination of natural
landscape and artificial gardens. The artistic
conception integrates the essences of Buddhism,
Taoism and Confucianism. The design is of great
originality, for it takes advantage of existing natural
scenes to express the longing of Chinese ancestors
for good things. The buildings in Beihai were
constructed masterly in line with the rules governing
imperial structures. Even the plants inside the former
imperial lodge are also carefully selected and
arranged. Set off by the hills, the lake and the swaying
willows by the lakeside, the buildings ook even grand.

The main attractions of Beihai include: %Ejtﬂﬁgﬁ
Tuancheng (Round City), the smallest castie in the
world;Qionghuadao (Jade Flowery Islet), known as
the “Penglai Island on the land"; Baita (White Dagoba); Taiyechi (Beihai Lake);
Jiulongbi (Nine Dragon Screen), a wall covered with colorful glazed tiles; Jingxinzhai
(Heart Ease Studio), or the "miniature garden inside the Beihai garden”; Haopujian
(As Between the Hao and the Pu Streams) and Huafangzhai (Studio of Painted
Boat). It'slike a Pure Land in the bustling metropolis, where the urbanites could find
ease and relaxation.

Beijing was called Youzhou in the Tang Dynasty (618-907), and the place where
today's Beihai is located was a natural lake on the plain north of the city of Youzhou.
When the Liao Dynasty (916-1125) was founded, the ruler made Youzhou an alternate
capital and the area around today's Beihai a rest place outside the imperial
residence, and named it Yaoyu (Jade Islet)

After the rulers of the Jin Dynasty chose Beijing as their capital, they had an
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An old photo of the Nine Dragon Screen

imperial garden built. The garden was sited around Yaoyu, then in the northeast
suburb of Zhongdu (Central Capital), capital of the Jin Dynasty which was located
in Xuanwu District of today'’s Beijing. The construction of the garden began in 1166
(the 6th year under the reign of Emperor Shizong), and the design copied the imperial
Genyue Garden in Bianliang (Kaifeng, Henan Province today), capital of the
Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127).

To follow the legend about “one pond and three islands”, the lake was dredged,
deepened and expanded, and renamed Taiyechi, and three islets, imitating Penglai,
Yingzhou and Fangzhang, the three fabled island abode of immortals on the Bohai
Seq, were piled with the earth dug out from the lake. The imitation of Penglai was
named Qionghuadao, that of Yingzhou was named Yuandi (later nicknamed
Tuancheng), and that of Fangzhang was named Xishantai, which isin today’s Central
and South Sea to the south of Beihai. New structures such as Guanghandian (Palace
in the Moon) were built on the Jade Flowery Islet, in
addition to a lot other structures in the nearby area,
and decorative exotic plants were also grown.

By 1179, the place took the shape of a temporary
residence of the imperial court and was named
Taininggong (Palace of Supreme Tranquility), which
was changed to Wanninggong (Palace of Ten-
Thousand Tranquility) in 1191. It became a place where
the Jin emperors came for sightseeing, to escape from
summer heat and attend to state affairs. They also listed
the picturesque scene of “Jade Islet in Spring Shade”
one of the eight famous views in Yanjing, then name
of Beijing.

In early the 13th century, Zhongdu was
conguered by the Mongolian troops. Fortunately, Wanninggong survived the flames
of war for its location in the suburb and was thus reserved intact. After the Yuan
Dynasty was founded, the Mongolian rulers had their Dadu built centering on
Taiyechi.

During 1262 and 1266, large-scale renovations and expansions were conducted
on the Jade Flowery Islet. The Palace in the Moon and the rocks brought from the
Genyue Garden were kept, and many new structures were built, such as the Renzhi
Hall, Yanhe Hall, Jinlu Pavilion and Yuhong Pavilion. In 1271, the Jade Flowery Islet
was renamed Wanshoushan (Longevity Hill), also called Wanshuishan (Long Live
Hill). Kublai Khan, founder of the Yuan Dynasty, often received ministers, princes
and dukes and conducted state affairs here. The islet also became a place of
pleasure and a place to hold Buddhist ceremonies.



After Zhu Di, the second emperor of the Ming Dynasty, ascended the throne,
he ordered the capital moved from Nanijing o Bejjing, and large-scale construction
of the new capital and new imperial palace begun. When the new imperial palace
(Palace Museum today) was built, the area where today's Beihai (North Sea) and
Zhongnanhai (Central and South Sea) lie was referred to as the imperial Xiyuan
(West Garden) because of its location to the north and west of the imperial palace.

Starting with the renovation projects on the Long Live Hill, Beihai saw more
renovations and expansions during the reign of other Ming emperors, especially on
the east, north and west banks. For instance, the Ninghe Hall, Yongcui Pavilion and
a dockyard were built on the east bank, the Taisu Hall, Daxitian Jingchang (Greater
Western Heaven Sutra Ground) and Wulongting (Five
Dragon Pavilions) were erected on the north bank, and
the Yingcui Pavilion, Chengbo Pavilion and Swan
Chamber on the west. The Longevity Hill, which looked
grand after large-scale structure renovations, became
a main place where the Ming emperors came to have
fun and rest and hold sacrificial ceremonies.

After the Qing rulers took over the reign of Ching,
they also made Beijing the national capital. The imperial
palace of the Ming court was preserved, the West
Garden was divided into three parts: South Sea, Central
Sea and North Sea, and the Longevity Hill also continued
its role as an imperial place, but was renamed White
Dagoba Hill after the Tibetan Buddhist shrine built on it
during the reign of Emperor Shunzhi, the first emperor of
Qing. Other new structures included the Baitasi (White
Dagoba Temple), Yuexin Hall and Qingxiao Tower.
Alarming systems such as the Signal Cannons and the

. T, B BtREuEERER
Changes of the site of Beijing in the Jin,
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties

Five Tiger Poles were also placed on the hill.

During the reign of Emperor Qianlong, unprecedentedly large scale of
renovations and expansions were conducted in Beihai.

The White Dagoba Temple was renamed Yongansi (Temple of Eternal Peace)
after repairs. A lot well-aranged new halls, towers and chambers appeared on the
Jade Islet: Linguang Palace, Panging Study, Yuegulou (Chamber for Reading the
Classics), Mujian Study, Panlan Sutra Chamber, Yilan Hall, Long Corridor, Huanbi
Tower and Zhizhu Hall, and the stone stele with the inscription of “Jade Islet in Spring
Shade"by Emperor Qianlong was also erected. On the east bank were built
Xiancantan (Silkworm Altar), the Studio of Painted Boat and Haopujian, and on the
north bank the Heart Ease Studio, the Nine Dragon Screen, Kuaixue Hall, Chanfu

Temple, Jile Shijie (Land of Extreme Happiness) and Wanfolou (Tower of Ten-Thousand
Buddhas). Exofic flowers and rare plants were grown in the garden, the lake was
dredged, the banks were reinforced, and the earth was dug to pile hills decorated
with grotesque rocks. It was during that time that the basic layout and scale of
today's Beihai took shape.

According to historical records, during 1742 and 1779 when Qing Emperor
Qianlong was in reign, a fotal of 126 halls and temples, 35 pavilions, 25 bridges and
16 stone tablets were built, and 12 structures were renovated and repaired, costing
2.2 million taels of silver from the state treasury. The construction plan and design
also represented some artistic suggestions of the emperor, who was known for his
rich falent and governance ability. After that, not much
change was made by his successors, so the layout of the
garden has been reserved fill today.

In 1913, the abdicated Qing royal court transferred
the imperial garden of Beihai to the then government of
the Republic of China. On August 1, 1925, the Beihai Park
was opened to the public. On October 1, 1938, the Round
City started to receive ordinary visitors. Till that time, the
more than 700 years' history of Beihai and the Round City
as an imperial ground came to an end, and the place
that used to serve the imperial families only opened its door
to common people.

Beihai Park was taken over by the people's
government after Beiping (former name of Beijing) was
liberated in 1949. Afterwards, large-scale repairs and
renovations of the ancient structures in Beihai were
conducted, frees and flowers were planted, and Taiyechi
was dredged, making the old garden take on a new look.

In 1957, the Beihai Park and the Round City were
announced by the Beijing Municipal People’'s Committee to be among the city’s
first batch of ancient cultural relics under protection.

In 1961, the Beihai Park and the Round City were announced by the State
Council to be among the first batch of ancient cultural relics under key state
protection.

In 1992, the Beihai Park was announced to be “the earliestimperial gardenin
the world" by the Beijing Municipal People’s Government.

In 2001, the Beihai Park was announced by the National Tourism Administration
fo be among the first batch of AAAA scenic spots nationwide.
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An Imperial Garden in the Air

The Round City sits by the south entrance of Beihai. The city is 4.6
meters above the ground and surrounded by a 276-meter-long circular
wall, which gives it name of Tuancheng. It is part of Beihai, but looks
seemingly an independent castle. It is known for its exquisite
arrangement within a small space. From the Jin through to the Qing
dynasties, the Round City was a pleasant place where the emperors
and their concubines came to have fun, watch water lanterns on
festivals and enshrine Buddha images.

Before the Jin Dynasty, there was a hillock in the natural lake
where today's Round City stands. When the Palace of Supreme
Tranquility was constructed around Beihai during the Jin Dynasty, islets
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were piled with the earth dug out of the lake to represent the three
legendary islands on the Bohai Sea. The imitation islet of Yingzhou was
called Yuandi, on which halls were built and surrounded by a wall.
During the Yuan Dynasty, the Yitian Hall was erected on the basis of
the Jin structures.

In the Ming Dynasty, the Yitian Hall was renovated and renamed
Chengguangdian (Hall to Receive the Light). The structure collapsed
in an earthquake during the reign of Qing Emperor Kangxi and a new
hall was erected later. At the decree of Emperor Qianlong, large-scale
expansions were made to the Round City. The surrounding wall was
repaired, porous Taihu rocks were piled in different shapes, and new
buildings such as the Jingji Hall, Gulai Hall, Yuqing Studio, Yuwengting
(Jade Urn Pavilion), Qinxiang Pavilion, Jinglan Pavilion, Duoyun
Pavilion, Zhaojing Gate and Yanxiang Gate were constructed.

The design of the Round City best demonstrates the superb
technique of traditional Chinese landscape art of imitating the heaven
and the earth within a miniature. Despite its small area, the Round
City bears the grand manner of an imperial compound, and the
buildings in the city are not huddled with compact arrangement. The
castle design, the unique architectural format of the Hall to Receive
the Light, and the wedge-like pavement bricks that facilitate the
drainage of rain all make the Round City different from other ancient
compounds. It is really a classic hard to come by.

Inside the Round City are many state treasures. For example, the
huge urn carved out of a whole piece of jade left from the Yuan
Dynasty and the white jade statue of Buddha brought from overseas
in the Qing Dynasty are indeed masterpieces of the carving art. In
the courtyard also grow luxuriate pines, two of which were granted
the titles of “Sunshade Marquis” and "General in White Robe"by
Emperor Qianlong.

gER

An overlook of the Round City
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