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General Mills Corporate Campus

Golden Valley Minnesota U.S.A.

WM&t oslund.and.assoc.
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Architect: oslund.and.assoc.

Award: 2004 American Society of Landscape Architects(ASLA) Design Award of Excellence

2004 American Society of Landscape Architects(ASLA) Design Honor Award
2004 American Society of Landscape Architects(ASLA) Design Merit Award

General Mills Corporate Campus, originally designed by S.O.M. Architects,
is a statement of 1950s modernism juxtaposed against a pastoral landscape.
With the acquisition of the Pillsbury Corporation, the campus needed to
expand quite substantially to accommodate the influx of new employees.
The 35-acre site was being disturbed to add a new 324,000 square foot office
building, a 138,000 square foot employee services building and a 1,750-
space parking structure.

The architecture of these buildings was designed to act as a contemporary
nod to the original. The landscape architect was charged with the creation
of a new setting for the expansion. The landscape architect's desire for this
setting was to create the illusion that the new buildings were floating within
the landscape, touching a motionless plane of water. Formal site plantings
directly adjacent to the buildings helped reinforce the architecture, while
farther out an undulating natural landscape reinforces the attitude so
complimentary to the site sculpture.

In the process of construction, many pieces of sculpture needed to be relocated.
The landscape architect's design created a crisp, clean and organic canvas
for the relocated art that was a natural extension of the existing outdoor

gallery.
With the new buildings came the need to reconfigure the various forms of
circulation on the site-both vehicular and pedestrian. It was the landscape

architect's wish that delivery and institutional vehicular circulation to be
separated from employee and visitor vehicular circulation to lessen confusion.
To this end, a new delivery road/dock area, and a new employee parking
lot were created. The access to these newly formed spaces comes in the
form of a distinct turn off the main entry drive. Pedestrian circulation is directed
from the parking lot to the office buildings via creative landform manipulation
and plantings. A broken line of maples moves along the north/south axis of
the pedestrian path. The maples help direct the user into a bosque of lindens
that mark the building entry. The landscape architect worked closely with
the corporate curator, designing and creating unique places for rest and
reflection located along the pedestrian circulation route.

Places for employee respite and interaction, as well as large gatherings were
a strong desire of the client. In response, two courtyards on two different
levels were designed by the landscape architect to act as reflections of each
other and address the programmatic needs of the site.

The ground plane of the upper courtyard is manicured turf, edged with planting
beds that have been created to save existing trees and as locations for site
sculpture.

In the center of the courtyard, a linear band of Siberian irises, broken by
bands of Bluestone, marches towards the edge of the space-dying into the
glass and metal facade of a new two-story link between office buildings. The




upper story is a pedestrian link, while the lower story contains service and

mechanical uses.

The lower courtyard-on the opposite side of the two-story link-is a mirror
image of the upper courtyard. The lower bluestone terrace acts as an outdoor
dining place for employees, as well as a gathering space for larger events.
Mirroring the band of Siberian irises is a channel of moving water, which
emerges from the lower story of the link as a waterfall. Stainless steel bridges
cross over the water feature, mirroring the bands of bluestone above. The
water is lined on each side with Honey locust trees. The water channel then
feeds into a large pond, where its trajectory is reinforced with underwater
fountains creating a strong linear band of bubbles moving into the pond.
The pond and the landform surrounding it have been delicately manipulated
and planted to enhance the simplicity of the site. A land bridge was designed
to act as the break point between the formal and the informal landscape.On
the interior side of the bridge is a formal pond, pristine and sculpted. On the
exterior is the stormwater treatment portion of the water body with natural
edges and native plant materials best suited for cleaning site run-off. This
new picturesque landscape is a pleasure to view from the executive offices,
the pedestrian link, or the dining terrace.
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A graceful channel of water, emerging
from the wall beyond as a waterfall and
bridged with stainless steel walkways,
divides the outdoor courtyard. Delicate
honeylocust trees offer dappled shade
and a burst of yellow in autumn
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Looking south from the edge of the new Looking east into the outdoor courtyard;
water feature, back to the outdoor the new Employee Services Building
courtyard and seating backdrops the courtyard
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A corner of the new Employee Services
Building with outdoor tables and the water
channel in the foreground
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Borovsky's "Man with a Briefcase" offers
the unique counterpoint of modern,
industrial materials juxtaposed against
the soft, natural landscape

An autumn sunrise lights up the interior
courtyard and the leaves of a mature elm,
"The Table" by Burton rests gently
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Buildings and courtyard appear weightless
and hovering adjacent to the new water
feature in the foreground
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Bands of beach pebbles and irises in the upper
courtyard mimic the form of the water channel and
walkways in the lower courtyard
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An impressionistic image of the softer forms of nature
contrasting with the more linear forms of architecture
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Beautiful stainless steel tables and chairs, placed
in the outdoor courtyard, offer relaxing places to sit
and look out across the bucolic campus landscape
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Court Square Press Building Garden

Boston Massachusetts U.S.A.

=&t Landworks Studio, Inc.

FEIHRRI. 2006 £ERMRIANS (ASLA) FERITEKARHRITR

Architect: Landworks Studio, Inc.

Award: 2006 American Society of Landscape Architects(ASLA) General
Design Category, Awards of Excellence

The Court Square garden employs multi-layered design elements to fill a
post-industrial void. The project strives towards a coherent design language
within a fragmented landscape.

The Court Square Press Building garden creates an opportunity to develop
a garden as a constructed, post-industrial insertion. Sited on a unique waterfront
precinct in Boston, Massachusetts, the surrounding urban context is
characterized by new impervious asphalt parking lots, cobble strewn tracts,
and remnants from abandoned railroad and shipping yards. More immediately,
the site context is a massive 210,000 square-foot, six-story building in the
Fort Point Channel neighborhood. The building's architectural renovation
revealed leftover space and inspired the developer with a vision for creating
a common "outdoor green" in an area that generally suffers from limited
usable open space. The goal for the new courtyard was to create a unique
urban oasis that relies on careful calibrations of: materiality, both organic and
inert; texture, from coarse to fine; and values, between light and dark. Lighting
elements, taut fiber-optic and steel lines, undulating ground planes, and
integrated plantings dynamically engage each layer of the garden, and create
unique moments for garden visitors. These essential landscape characteristics
are viscerally experienced at the ground level, by actually moving through
the space. When viewed from above, they reveal the garden choreography.

However, the lens through which individual residents view the garden is
limited by the dominating surrounding scale. The design strategy organized
the site around the reality of this fragmented view.

Because the garden is conceptualized as a collection of fragmented views,
it follows that the lighting strategy and placement should avoid any sense
of compositional or figural completeness. The building's massive brick wall
is perforated by an unrelenting six story grid of windows which introduces
ambient light into the garden. At night time and on dark winter afternoons,
the lighting strategy first recognizes, and then constructs, a dialogue with
the adjacent residential conditions. Because of the courtyard's east/west
orientation, indirect sunlight reflects off the regularized glazing pattern and
illuminates the courtyard floor. The reflected trapezoids of light reveal the
garden's contour and articulate the walkway's alternating wood and metal
surface. Of course, this process repeats itself each day, though in slightly
different ways each time. In every case, opportunities to engage this
phenomenal light suggest intricate relations between this tiny embedded
space and a more universal context. The lighting simultaneously extends a
dialogue to the envelope of space and expands the garden's perceptual realm
beyond the brick walls.

Within the garden, the lighting assumes a more plastic, symbiotic relationship




