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To the Teacher

Pronunciation Pairs, Second Edition, is designed to help high beginning to
intermediate students recognize and produce the sounds of North American
English. It covers all the vowel and consonant sounds of the language, as well as
stress, rhythm, intonation, linking, and other features of connected speech. The
book can be used in the classroom, in a language lab, or for self-study.

The 50 units may be taught in whatever order seems most useful. You may want
to work through the units in sequence, alternate vowel and consonant units, or
choose only the units that are helpful for your students’ particular pronunciation
difficulties. A diagnostic test to help identify those difficulties appears in pages
X111—XV1l.
New Features of the Second Edition
Changes from the first edition of Pronunciation Pairs include:
¢ More active listening tasks
* More interactive speaking tasks
* Updated dialogs with related practice tasks
» Practice of stress, rhythm, intonation, or other features of connected speech in
every unit
¢ Lists of common expressions for each target sound
* More realistic mouth illustrations and detailed directions for producing
sounds
* Review units for both the vowel and consonant sections
» All new illustrations and two-color design
» Updated illustrations and two-color interior design
¢ Free audio CD in the Student’s Book

¢ Free Web site for extra practice and reference

Organization of the Textbook

Pronunciation Pairs is divided into two sections — one on vowels and one on
consonants. Each section begins with an introductory unit that shows the basic
mouth positions and movements needed to produce the sounds in that section.
After the introductory unit, each unit presents a specific sound through a variety
of tasks. The tasks move from highly structured practice of the target sound

in individual words to more communicative practice of the sound in connected
speech, including guided conversations, games, puzzles, and interactive speaking
tasks. There are also eight review units.

The units in the Textbook generally follow this format:
¢ Mouth illustrations and directions. Each unit begins with an illustration
of the position of the tongue and other parts of the mouth for the target sound.
The illustration is accompanied by directions for making the sound.

* Word pairs. Illustrated word pairs appear in almost every unit. Word pairs
(also known as minimal pairs) are pairs of words, like ship and sheep, that
differ by only one sound. Each set of word pairs contrasts the target sound
with another very similar sound. The words are illustrated to make the

To the Teacher



difference in meaning clear. Making it visually obvious that changing a single
sound in a word can completely alter the meaning helps students understand
the importance of accurate pronunciation.

» Sound recognition tests. Every unit that presents illustrated word
pairs then tests students’ ability to distinguish between the sounds being
contrasted, first in isolated words and then within sentences. This gives

students practice in hearing and identifying the target sound in connected
speech.

« Vocabulary. Each unit includes a list of words or phrases containing the
target sound. The vocabulary words prepare students for the dialog and tasks

that follow. An attempt has been made throughout to use simple, everyday
words.

« Dialog. Each unit contains a dialog or other listening selection with a high
concentration of the sound (or sounds) being practiced in the unit. The dialogs
are written to sound as natural as possible, and students do not need to
understand every word. Each dialog includes a guided listening task that
involves use of the target sound.

» Stress, rhythm, and intonation. In addition to practicing a particular
sound, each unit practices stress, rhythm, intonation, or some other feature of
connected speech. The unit subtitle highlights this feature.

« Practice activities. Every unit includes one or more interactive speaking
tasks, including games, role plays, guided conversations, discussions, or
surveys that practice both the target sound and the feature of connected
speech presented in the unit.

L

Spelling. Each unit includes a spelling section that lists the basic spelling
patterns for the sound being practiced, using words from the unit as
examples.

« Common expressions. Each unit concludes with a summary of common
phrases and sentences that contain the sound taught in the unit. Practicing
these expressions can help improve fluency and encourage students to use the
target sound outside the classroom.

Components of the Second Edition
» Textbook

« Classroom audio program, available on one audio CD, that contains all
the examples and practice material marked with the { ) symbol in the
Texthook

« Free Web site (www.cambridge.org/pp/student) with additional practice
material for each unit of the Textbook, a chart of the IPA sound symbols,
and a List of Likely Errors that gives information on the difficulties speakers
of different languages are likely to have

To the Teacher = vii
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To the Student

Pronunciation Pairs, Second Edition, will help you recognize and pronounce
all the vowel and consonant sounds of North American English. Each unit
practices a different sound or reviews a group of sounds. Each unit also practices a
speech feature such as stress, intonation, rhythm, or linking words together. These

features are as important as individual sounds for speaking and understanding
English.

There are many types of listening and speaking activities in the book. Most of the
units include word pairs that contrast two sounds. Word pairs are pairs of words,
such as night and light, that are the same except for one sound. If your first
language does not have one or both of the different sounds in the word pair,
practicing the word pairs can help you learn to hear — and produce — the two
different sounds.

Pronunciation Pairs has two main sections — one on vowels and one on consonants.
Each section has an introduction to making the sounds in that section. You can
work through the book from beginning to end or you can choose units that practice
the sounds or other pronunciation features that are difficult for you.

In each unit, a vocabulary list gives you practice saying the sound in everyday
words, and a spelling section shows you how the sound is spelled. A dialog or other
listening selection gives you practice in hearing the sound in conversation. You will
also have the opportunity to practice the sound with other students in conversations,
games, or other activities. Each unit ends with a list of some common words and
sentences that use the sound. Practicing these expressions can help you improve
your fluency and remind you when to use the sound outside the classroom.

You can use this book in a class with a teacher or in a language lab. You can also
use many of the tasks for self-study. If you are using the book for self study, find

a partner to practice the conversations, games, or other activities. An audio CD is
included in your book. This audio CD has all the material from the full class audio
program.

You will find the following equipment helpful:
¢ a CD player or computer for listening to the recordings on the Textbook audio CD
¢ equipment for recording your own voice

* a mirror for comparing the position of your mouth with the pictures of the mouth
in each unit

You can find extra practice for each unit on the Web site for Pronunciation Pairs at
www.cambridge.org/pp/student

x = Tothe Student
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Diagnostic Test

The purpose of this test is to identify students’ difficulties with pronunciation, in
order to determine which sounds need the most attention. The test can also be
used at the end of the course to check students’ progress.

Each item in the Shopping List tests one or two sounds, as indicated on the
Results sheet. In item 1 in the Shopping List, for example, the Results sheet
indicates that the teacher should listen for the sounds /i/ (as in tea) and /tf/ (as
in chips) and evaluate the student’s pronunciation of those sounds. The sound
/i/ occurs in the words Chinese, tea, cheese, cheapest, and please. The sound /tf/
occurs in the words Chinese, French, cheese, and cheapest. Some items also show
an additional feature to listen for, such as stress or intonation.

Administering the Test

Prepare a copy of the test for students. The test can be used in two forms,
depending on the level of the class (or of individual students in a multi-level
class). The Shopping List with the material in parentheses can be photocopied
and given to more advanced students. The Shopping List without the material in
parentheses can be given to less advanced students.

Allow students to read and practice saying the Shopping List until they are
familiar with it. Have each student read the Shopping List aloud. If at all possible,
record their performance, so that you can replay an item as many times as
necessary to note the results. If necessary, students at a more elementary level
could be asked to repeat the items in the Shopping List rather than read them.

Since errors in pronunciation are often due to confusion caused by spelling, it is a
good idea to check errors by saying the mispronounced words correctly and asking
the student to repeat them.

Suggested symbols for evaluating pronunciation
v" = no difficulty with this sound
xv~ = minor difficulty
X = moderate difficulty
XX = extreme difficulty

Diagnostic Test

xiii
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Pronunciation Test

Shopping List

1.
2.

P e ;e e

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22,
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

some Chinese tea; some French cheese (Get the cheapest cheese, please.)

milk; some little dishes; fish or chicken for dinner (If you get fish, make sure
it’s fresh.)

ten green peppers; eggs for breakfast (Get the biggest eggs again.)

eight potatoes; eight tomatoes; two steaks (Let’s try to make the steak tonight.)
a jar of jam; a head of cabbage; a can of orange juice

cold soda; dog food; some good bread

some gum; mustard; maybe some mushrooms

a can of tuna; a pound of bananas; nine lemons; some bacon (I can make bacon and
eggs in the morning.)

another sweater for my mother; a leather jacket for my father (not the one with
the zipper)

a laptop; a box of pasta; a lot of popcorn for the party, please

some strong string; four long forks; more coffee for the morning

frozen yogurt; yellow onions (just a few)

a newspaper; two soup spoons; some fruit juice (maybe grapefruit juice)

a cookbook; a box of sugar cookies; cream to put in coffee

a watch; a white wool sweater (I want a warm one.)

ice cream; rice for making fried rice (Try to buy brown rice, not white rice.)

baby oil; some toys for the boys (maybe a blue ball for Bob)

about four pounds of ground beef; half a pound of coffee; some flowers for the house
some frozen peas; a dozen roses, please

a vegetable to have this evening; vitamins for everyone; a couple of DVDs (What’s
your favorite movie?)

a purple shirt; a purse; a skirt (to wear to work)

lettuce for a salad; plastic glasses; a bottle of olive oil (a small bottle, please)
spaghetti; strawberries; six steaks; some snacks (Let’s stop at the drugstore first.)
honey; hot dogs; a whole ham (I hope they have it.)

three things: toothpaste, bath soap, and something for Kathy (I think her birthday
is on Thursday.)

pears; more beer; cereal; flour; four chairs for the party

a television; a tape measure

Diagnostic Test



Pronunciation Test

Shopping List

1.

2
3
4
5.
6
i
8
9

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

some Chinese tea; some French cheese

milk; some little dishes; fish or chicken for dinner

ten green peppers; eggs for breakfast

eight potatoes; eight tomatoes; two steaks

a jar of jam; a head of cabbage; a can of orange juice

cold soda; dog food; some good bread

some gum; mustard; maybe some mushrooms

a can of tuna; a pound of bananas; nine lemons; some bacon
another sweater for my mother; a leather jacket for my father
a laptop; a box of pasta; a lot of popcorn for the party, please
some strong string; four long forks; more coffee for the morning
frozen yogurt; yellow onions

a newspaper; two soup spoons; some fruit juice

a cookbook; a box of sugar cookies; cream to put in coffee

a watch; a white wool sweater

ice cream; rice for making fried rice

baby oil; some toys for the boys

about four pounds of ground beef; half a pound of coffee; some flowers for the house

some frozen peas; a dozen roses, please

a vegetable to have this evening; vitamins for everyone; a couple of DVDs
a purple shirt; a purse; a skirt

lettuce for a salad; plastic glasses; a bottle of olive oil

spaghetti; strawberries; six steaks; some snacks

honey; hot dogs; a whole ham

three things: toothpaste, bath soap, and something for Kathy

pears; more beer; cereal; flour; four chairs for the party

a television; a tape measure

Diagnostic Test
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Results
1. /i/(tea)

/tf/ (chips)

2. /1/ (sit)

/f/ (shoe)

Intonation in long sentences

3. /el (yes)
/g/ (good)

4. /e/(day)
It/ (two)

5. /e/ (hat)
/d3/ (joke)

Linking a final consonant to a vowel

6. /d/(did)

7. /A/ (cup)

/m/ (me)

8. /o/(a banana)

/n/ (no)

/3/ in unstressed words

9. /or/ in unstressed syllables and words
/8/ (the other)

Weak pronunciation of the

10. /a/ (hot)

/p/ (pop)

11. /5/ (ball)

/n/ (sing)

12. /o/ (go)

/j/ (yes)

xvi = Diagnostic Test



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

/u/ (too)

Stress in compound nouns

/uv/ (book)

I/ (key)

/w/ (wet)

/ai/ (fine)

/r/ (right)

Using stress to show a contrast

/>1/ (boy)

/b/ (baby)

/auv/ (house)

/f/ (fan)

/z/ (zoo)

v/ (very)

Silent syllables

/3r/ (word)

N/ (light, fall)

/s/ (sun)

Consonant clusters with /s/

/h/ (how)

/6/ (think)

Phrase groups

/r/ after vowels

/3/ (television)

Diagnostic Test
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B sound Symbols

Vowels Consonants
Pronunciation Pairs Pronunciation Pairs
Symbol e Symbol Koy Words
i/ tea, meet Ip/ pop, happy
h sit, if /bl baby, robber
/el yes, well 1t/ two, get
le/ day, wait /d/ did, add
[/ hat, man Ikl key, call
/Al cup, love /9/ good, dog
/a/ banana, chicken /s/ sun, nice
/ar/ letter, doctor 2/ zoo, these
/a/ hot, father 1]/ shoe, information
12/ ball, caught 13/ television, beige
ol go, coat 1tJ7 chips, watch
I/ too, blue /d3/ joke, bridge
v book, put il yes, use
/ai/ fine, high /fl fan, off, phone
/a1/ boy, oil Iv/ very, leave
lav/ house, now Iw/ wet, away, one
/3r/ word, turn, girl /h/ how, who
18/ think, month
10/ other, that
/m/ me, summer
/n/ no, nine, know
/n/ sing, think
N light, fan
It/ right, here

xviii = Sound Symbols




