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Preface

The crane is an Auspicious symbol in China. From the early history to nowadays, it has been a target of literary and refined scholars eulogizing and
all the photographers from all over the world. Recently, many crane pictures have been published and exhibitions are held, and Mr. Chen Shou’an’s “Red-
crowned Cranes in China” is one of the most wonderful works. I'm not very familiar with him, but 1 enjoy his works very much.

Mr. Chen’s album makes me a deep impression: his works make me exultanting, meanwhile, reflecting a profound connotation. His works show out
not only excellent photography skills, but human inspirit, artistic value, scientific and cultural value, and this is confessed by many people and experts.

Eastern traditional aesthetics are used to the mixing of the god and human beings in artistic creation. Describing scene to show out authors® own
emotion is a method of writing just as the Chinese saying goes: a lovely crane is flying up over the blue sky, the poets can write out some wonderful poems
(Liu Yu’xi, Tang Dynasty). It means that artists can show human being’s ideal and emotion by the image of cranes and their imagination. Mr. Chen inherits
this castern aesthetics, using personification to describe the crane as a person’s body and soul. In his works, crane is not only a kind of biological animal,
it includes photographors’ dream which is to pursue human being’s inspirit and moral character.

In the artistic field, some people despise the photography of landscape, flower and animal, thinking this is only illusionary things and having no useful
functions. However, it is a kind of narrow views.

Art should render service to society and all the people. But how does art serve? It can be expressed directly, for instance, by news photography,
propagating posters. It can be also expressed indirectly. Because people need various arts, we should use different ways to express and to serve. During the
war against Japan , people like listening the song “The swards cutting the enemy” and the painting “Running horses” by Xu Beihong because the whinnying
horses are the symbol of brave Chinese people in Xu Beihong’s pictures. Though Mr. Shou’an’s works doesn’t reach master Xu’s artistic height , his
advocating the intellectual civilization and exerting a subtle influence on appreciating beauty can’t be underestimated. Mr. Chen creates the crane with a
mixture of truth, kindness, and beauty. These works like the spring rain which brings up the young plants have a subtle effect on people’s spirit.

The function of photograph is various. Besides the function of purifying soul, it’s also the excellent vehicle to transfer scientific and cultural
knowledge, especially its function of visual notes which has reached exactly real and vivid degree. Mr. Chen Shou’an ’s crane works make many
contributions in this aspect. Because of his staying in crane natural protection area for a long time, and watching carefully and respecting science, he gains
much valuable crane pictures.The pictures show out the crane’s life progress and living condition, they are so lovely and so hard. I believe these pictures
can not only let the common people enlarge knowledge, but let the experts study; not only have significance on protecting environment and loving
animals, but also have active function on studying cranes for scientists.

Talking about this, some people may say : The photography is art, you seem to call some works of Mr. Chen’s as “Scientific wall map” .Will this
belittle his achievements? This is misunderstanding, it is because of the prejudice that the photographic circle of the scene pursues the artistic intention
one-sidedly for a long time, ignores documentary description. Photography, different from other media from the beginning, has recording function live,
vivid images, and a close resemblance. This method can already be used in not only the creation of art to display photographer’s mind and experience, but
also in recording to reproduce the objective world to expand the reader’s visual ficlds. The latter also has very high academic value and aesthetic value, such
as the works of the ** National Geographic “ photography colony of U.S.A. It is not only the artistic photography that is outstanding.

In Mr. Chen’s crane works, some put emphasis on lyrical emotion, some lay particular emphasis on the reproduction of the view. In both artistic
intention and documentary description, he can adopt the photography model and reach quite fine level skillfully. His some works have value of science and
culture, which doesn’t contradict the artistic achievement but to prove what he has understood the significance and consciousness of photography deeply.

It is very difficult to shoot the red-crowned crane. The crane is the animal hovering which does not obey the arrangement like people. Because Mr,
Chen has the basic training in photography really up to the mark, he picks a lot of excellent scenes in the twinkling of an eye. Above all, the crane lives
in the wild. No matter whether it is the burning sun, or it is the world of ice and snow, photographer need to enter its border to shoot in person. By the look
of this photo album, there are some pictures of hard climate which prove Mr, Chen has experienced much bitterness. I admire his perseverance and
struggling spirits deeply; I express the heartfelt congratulation to his achievement.

Brother Shou” an is now already past sixty years old, but he doesn’t change the great aspirations, and he still was climbing the photographic creation
peak. I expect he continues to strengthen the accomplishment, keeps pace with the times, grasps diligently the digital times with the new idea and the new

technique to create more and better works.

Yang Enpu (Professor from Beijing Cinema Academy)
June 2006
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