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A Discussion on Advertisement—TIts Types,

Functions, and Language Features

X33

Abstract: With the rapid development of a market economy and the steady increase of international trade, advertising

begins to play a more and more important role in people’ s everyday life. An advertisement can promote the selling of a

product. It can also accelerate the development of economy. In effect, advertisement has already become one of the best

media to spread economic, political and religious ideas and concepts. This paper intends to analyze and explore advertise-

ments in terms of their types, functions and language features in order to make known how people make use of them to reach

the ultimate goal—promoting sales.

Key words: advertising; types; function; language feature; formula; diction; syntax; rhetorical device

1. Introduction

With the rapid development of a market economy and
the steady increase of international trade, advertising begins
to play an important role in people’ s everyday life. It has
become one of the most effective devices for selling a product
or providing a service and in turn promoting the economic
development. It has also become one of the best media to
apread ceriain economic, religious, political and social ideas

and concepts. Statistic figures show that every adult Ameri-
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can is assaulted by 1, 500 advertising a day. W. R. O’
Donnell wrote in his book ”Variety in Contemporary English™
that one third of the daily newspaper is occupied by adver-
tisements. What® s more, several advertisements, or some-
times a single advertisement may cover a whole page of a
newspaper. Consequently, it is almost impossible to read a
newspaper, lo listen to a radio program, to watch a T. V.
show, to go shopping, to take a bus, a subway, a train or
even a plane without being bothered or troubled by an ad-
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