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Learners usually find that it is more difficult to master
spoken English than written English. Yet it is
important that they do acquire a skill in spoken English
so that they can engage in fluent communication. This
is the goal ultimate aimed at in learning a language.

This book is intended to aid the acquisition of such a
skill and the achieving of such a goal. It presents a
series of 30 passages all of which deal with a situation
which is commonly found in the course of everyday
life. The passages are modern, interesting and lively.
Passages can, of course, convey the style and language
of conversations much more vividly than individual
example sentences can.

Each of the passages contains the expressions, which
are most commonly associated with the particular
situation and which learners require to know in order
to be able to cope with the situation. The passages
have all been specially written in the book and are
both lively and realistic.

= Immediately following each passage is an explanation

section. This section defines or explains each of the
expressions given in bold type in the passage. It also
gives two example sentences, to give students more
usage guidance. Where relevant, further language
help has been given. This additional help might, for
example, take the form of another expression which is
used in a similar way or take the form of an equivalent

American English expression.
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1 The day out that
never happened

TCTESE B A H

It was a holiday weekend and the Brown family were
planning a day out. Over breakfast they discussed
where to go.

¢ ally, we have to think of somewhere that we'll
all enjoy,’ said Mr Brown as everyone made sug-
gestions.

‘Easier sa 1an done,’ replied Mrs Brown. ‘We all
enjoy different things. What will suit the younger
children might not suit the older ones,

the grandparents. ’

‘Well, don't let's waste the day thinking about it,’
said Mr Brown. ¢ . What about a visit to the
zoo? It's a long time since we've all been there. ’

‘You're wrong there, Dad. | was
there just last week,’ said Jane, the Brown's youngest
daughter. ‘We went on a school outing. | don't want

to go again so soon. ’

3

, I'm not very keen on zoos,’ said Mrs
Lane, Mrs Brown's mother. ‘| know that the animals
are well looked after, but | can't bear to think of wild
creatures being locked up. ’
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‘| agree with Gran,’ said Anne, the Brown’s middle
daughter. It's horrible to think of animals being shut

people will have decided to spend the day there. ’

‘ Ok, so that’'s the zoo out,’ replied Mr Brown. ‘Any
other ideas? Where would you like to go, Mark?’ he
asked his elder son.

‘I'm easy!’ said Mark, ‘but | have to be back by 5
o'clock at the latest. I'm going to a barbecue at Jack's
house. ’

‘I'll have to be back early, too,’ said Mary, the
Brown's elder daughter.
cinema with Sara.’

‘For goodness sake!l’ said Mr Brown. °There’s no
point in going anywhere if we have to be back that

can all do what you want. I’'m going to read the paper
in the back garden.’
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up. In any case, the zoo will be horribly crowded ; & ffi. AEEAR, SREGshYE—

today. It's a lovely day and | dread to think how many | EXHIEF. SRRIX AL, KM
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basically fj TERAHRERN , REEK (FFERFEL) o

= ‘Why did Anne decide not to marry Jim?’ *Basically,
because she fell out of love with him. ’

= Basically, Jim has recovered well from the accident,
although he still has a slight limp.

g basically 75| A BP4F 262 5915 RN 80 A BAA R .

= Basically, we have no holiday plans as yet.
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in any case TR ETLIREREH AHER, FKRKFLIFILARERE

m The flight may be delayed, but we’ve to check in at

the usual time in any case.

m I'll give you a lift to the city, if you want. I’'m going
there today in any case.

| dread to think F%ASEIAE &
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)

I dread to think /T 3R RN NFERHEOLARNERE

u I dread to think what would happen if there was a fire
in this building. The fire doors are all locked.

w I dread to think what my father will say when he
hears that I crashed his car.

I hate to think 7] Fi FXFEE .

E » I hate to think how much money Mary owes the bank.

@ easier said than done %82 5%
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)

easier said than done YifF & ZMBIXE, FTRAMRAERFE.

m ‘Try not to worry about your daughter.’ * That’s
easier said than done. She’s over three hours late and

’

she always phones if she’s going to be late.

= ‘We’d like you to book two single rooms at a local
hotel for us.’ * Easier said than done! It’s the
middle of the tourist season and accommodation’s in
very short supply. ’
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RATFRERGE, WRIREIGZFEFEN AN BEFENLER, ST LH Im easy! 3k

Fiko
‘ Would you rather go to the theatre than the cinema?’

‘I’m easy! You choose. ’

‘Would you like tea or coffee?” ‘I’m easy! I’ll have
what you’re having. ’

6
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as a matter of fact fHTFEm “Lhrt, BRI -

‘ Your hotel was in the middle of town and so I
suppose it was rather noisy. ° ‘No, as a matter of
fact it was very quiet. They have good double glazing
and we had rooms at the back. ’

‘I suppose your daughter will have left home by
now.’ ‘No, as a matter of fact she’s still at home.
She’s studying at the local university. ’

=7, EE S ZATHTE AR .
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I’ve decided to go to accept the job offer. As a matter
of fact I start on Monday.

Bl

D

REZRETHLEY T, FX
ERXF—HTALHET

i)

YRAEF BT RIEE S HRHME, TTLLA for goodness sake KA. o

' For goodness sake, Jane You can’t go to a formal
party wearing those jeans.

' For goodness sake, hurry up. We’ll miss the plane if
we don’t leave now.

B W, BT R F A AT
kA mEXGRL,
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) in all honesty 15 S23

in all honesty F FIRIFT A SRF L, T—MKiF.

)

P

Jack studies hard, but, in all honesty, he’s not a good A &% JRE H, 125 £ &, Hik

enough student to get into university. RARABE LK,
You can certainly apply for the job, but, in all 4Rk % &K T A wiF X4y T4, {2455
honesty, I don’t think you’ll get it. W, RIAAGRIEFERD,

not to mention X4 /R AEURE - — i RIS 5 8L B T A X MR

Jim has a lot of property. He owns three flats in F#AR % 5=, MELKAH =
London, not to mention a house in the south of £N®, £ R KA HAMl kB e

France and one in Scotland. — i BT At — T EF T,

Why are you buying more clothes? You have a fRAHAZAXERRT? hegRIiEe
wardrobe full of them, not to mention the ones in the 2 # #6542 KRR T, # K ARLE
attic. % E#g AR,

HURFES I 3 B K LR R F 0 AT LA let's see,,

You say that you’re looking for accommodation for the 1R 56/R &3 0, b 42 64 3 7 , ik 3% A
night. Let’s see. You could try the George Hotel on A& &----- RIT AR & X A8 IR0k
the High Street. BERA

‘ Can you recommend a good local restaurant that’s not ~ “4R4k 4 K 4k % — A4 4 R I ¥ 09
too expensive?’ ‘Let’s see. There’s two or three, but % 3 48 48 "57?” “ <&, 4t 3% M 4

I think Shrimps by the harbour is the best — if you  F&------ AHZE, mBRERLE
like fish. ’ WET AL HE oL kR
CHFT OMARR

E AT LA let me see 3k 3 354H [A] &8

=]
R, Let me see. where did I put my purse? RAR, RRRKCHKPLT?



2 Money worries

X E€ 11y 11

Jack had decided that he wanted to spend a year
travelling around the world after he had finished
school. He was fairly certain that he would do well
enough in his final exams to get into university, but he
was going to take a year off first.

however, a major problem. He had very litle money.

There was,

‘Hi Jack! H J0ing?’ asked Bob when he and
Jim met Jack on the way to school. ‘Did you get
much studying done at the weekend?’

‘It's not my schoolwork that’'s worrying me,’ replied
Jack. ‘It's how to get enough money to go abroad
after the exams. ’

‘You'll need a lot of money to do that,’ said Bob. *I

always seem to spend an incredible amount of money |

OB

whenever | travel. ’
‘Tell me {1’ replied Jack, ‘and at the moment
I've only got about £200 — give
pence.’

a few

€N/ A

s get a part-time job between now
suggested Jim. ‘ You sound as
though you're quite well ahead with your studying. ’

and the exams,’

O, ORTBE,
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‘Fat chance!” replied Jack. ‘I'm sure | could easily
get a job, but | hate to think what my parents would
say about it. They're not very happy about my taking
a year off before university, but they would be furious
if 1 suggested taking a part-time job to pay for it. ’

¢ You never know. Perhaps they'll be so pleased if you
do well in your exams that they'll lend you the
money,’ suggested Jim.

‘Not on your lifel” replied Jack. ‘My father never
changes his mind about anything. ’

*So what are you going to do?’ asked Bob. ‘There’s
not much time left. ’

‘1 haven't the foggiest]”’ said Jack. ‘What | do know
is that | will be on a plane as soon as the exams are
over!’

T

, @ you could always /R 5] |} i A

CCHLERIIE T AT, “REERE
BT S ARE T, ATRRAK
 BRRRBLEABHFXMGHEN, 4]
| ARBAA BRI L 2 T etk —
AE, IMRABATITARE S — R T
ARSI B IR, AR — s
 RRREEM."
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SR E R
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AR IR KT "
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DB, “RAMEER LR, RE LR
- HLEIRTTS”

N
.

you could always FF 45 I A\ 42 B iUt =

= If you need a place to stay tonight you could always
have our spare room.

= If you’re looking for a job you could always try the
local factory. I heard they were looking for people.

% Fat chance! {k480E1|

W REBRE R —AMMEG T, K
T’]‘ylﬁlﬁ.méﬁgﬂ'o

I RFBR A, TRRK LW
AREL] o RITHMMNERBA,

D

HEARERG &0, BURARIASE B 7T AR RS, 7T LAA Fat chance! ®RHLATR
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= ‘Do you think that the boss would let us leave early to
watch the football match?’ ‘Fat chance!’

® ‘I wonder if mum and dad would let us have a party
while they’re away. ’ ‘Fat chance!’

) | haven't the foggiest F% o] 1 H1i&E

“HRR A R R AT T 5 & A
RHFBT “thAare)”

“RB LB EEREA B EMNER
REFER—ARE.” “Hhie!”

)

FEHiEH T haven’t the foggiest 5 R /RAN HI1E [ B Y& R o

u ‘How often do the trains run to the city?’ ‘I haven’t
the foggiest! I always go by car. ’

= I haven’t the foggiest where Jack’s working now.

BT

4) give or take Xt

“RKEZ R —MHBRR? “KTR
foil | RERITFE IR

AR S R ARAELTEL LA,

XA ) 5E 3T 22 T haven’t the foggiest idea, FAE:S5Z AR,
7 —FAEIENFRIEEE 1 haven't the faintest i BB A5 Z AR

J,

give or take F/RFIRE B F AR, HHEHIPERE,

™ Mark’s been with the firm ten years, give or take a
couple of months.

= It’s 300 kilometres to the city, give or take a
kilometre or two.

‘) How’s it going? /& 4 #E 7

LAXFENSTFTTRHI0OFT,
EEERTHEAR,

FIREHBA 300 TR, AEER
T—®F X,

)

How’s it going? 7£ & H I T IRIXt J7 /8 A RF sl FAE kR L0faT

= Hi Jack. how’s it going? I haven’t seen you for ages.

= I hear you’re studying French at university. How’s it

going?

W, A! REEXHF? REFIL
FAEA RERT

R ELERFFRE, F/E
LHFT?



E HIER A AP How are you? E{# How are you getting on?

| hate to think 3 FE1E &

)

[ hate to think FI38 RN TR BLARNERE .

® I hate to think what might have happened if the
policeman hadn’t stopped the drunk driver.

¥ I hate to think how noisy the children’s party will be.

g I dread to think 522 FB:AH[E] .

# I dread to think how badly I’ve done in that exam.

I=E, |

) you never know H=E

AR R Ao R R k)b AR
BB S F 0 S ALE KA K AN 4
g’%o

BEABBEATNORLR S

ko

A

BAARBBERGFE XA S A,

J,

you never know i FRRREINNEBRKATRER A,

“ You never know. They might offer you the job even
although some of the rest of the candidates are better
qualified.

“ The hotel’s fully booked for the whole of August, but
you never know. There may be some cancellations.

) Not on your lifel

BH — & ] BBt .

RTHRE, RFHRAT LR X4
TAEEG, REF THIZELALEL
& —k

=0

BEFEAN8 A5 B C % AT
BT, i3RI, RELSH
BIEFRE R,

J,

Not on your life! FF5&iFE# 5 EMAITTHMAESE

= * Are you going to work this weekend?’ * Not on your
life! I’'m going to spend the day at the beach. ’

PRIEAB R @ & ALY “ 4K
AT REXHERERARR,”
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# “Would you like to help with the garden?’ * Not on
your life! I hate gardening. ’

Tell me about it] B <2 B!

“UBEEEBR DT R, K
FHRALFH."

)

Tell me about it! FE3E IEX Gy & IR VRIE W PRI AR WLAR, 8 HIH0 T R E R3S

ANAERURNET
= ‘It takes so much work to keep a garden of this size

tidy. > “ Tell me about it! I'm having to pay someone
to look after mine and I can’t really afford it. ’

= ‘Rents in this town seem very high!’ ‘ Tell me about
it! Most of my salary goes on rent. ’

.10 -
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AHRART
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3 An unexpected
holiday

H Ty 5]

Lucy has some exciting news for her friend Jill in
Toronto, Canada.

Dear Jill,

You'll never guess what's happened! I've won the
lottery! Well, | didn’'t win the main prize, but | won
enough to treat myself to a holiday.

surprised! | nearly fainted when | heard the news!

I've been a bit depressed and I've decided to take a
holiday. There’s nothing 1 a holiday to cheer
people up. | thought | might come and see you in
Toronto and perhaps stay with you for a couple of
days. I'm hoping to come for a month, but most of the
time I'd stay with my mother’s sister who lives just

outside Toronto.

ol, my boss has agreed to let me take a
:ar that
much holiday left to take this year. Of course, the

month off work, although I've not anyw

extra time off is without pay, but I'm surprised he
didn't refuse to give me it. Wonders \ r cease |
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I’'m hoping to come next month when | can still get a

are much more expensive. | wondered if you could
perhaps get a few days holiday to act as my tourist
guide... What about it? Please don't worry if that's not
possible. We can always meet up in the evenings and
leave my aunt to show me the sights.

Heaven knows when I'll ever have enough money
again to come over and so | hope my visit comes at a
good time for you. If it doesn't please i¢ ee to say
so. | know that you're often very busy at work. Let me
know as soon as you can.

My mother has just had what she thought was a
brilliant idea. She suggested | take my younger
brother, Paul, with me! Fortunately, | managed to
persuade her that this was just not possible. Fa
having to look after a teenage boy in a strange city!

| hope to hear from you — and see you — soon.
Love
Lucy

* Informal letters are written in the same style as
spoken English

) not anywhere near g @/ dhthF; HRASL

- RAETAHEEES], XA LI EIR

cheap flight. After that it's peak season, and the fares ' BEEMHLE. FHEEREEET, FH

REERE . REMEIRESH BHE,
WILRBAR U R . XNER

| BARWR? MREARERIE, BT

T TR o FAT] BB TE B L B 4ok L AL

R, ARSI RERE— T,

- KRB AR R BB ERERFED,

Jt LA A BE 3R B IX UK FF U LE I (8] _E X ARk

 ULRERE AT . QNSRRI [ A 538 S

BER IR ER . B E R F- B _EBEARAT
T fER R R R R R

FAERINAR & T — M B AR
M ER. ENIRT LRI BRY
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RVRHERTE

* JEIERFHS O ERSEREHEE .

)

not anywhere near [ T & EBESHIIRE,

# I’ve not done anywhere near enough work to pass
the exam.

.12,

RARAEAHBEF R BE S,



