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A Synopsis

The international scholarly community recognizes the
usefulness of indicies as research tools to provide efficient
access to historical materials. Because historical studies
are inseparable from historical figures, historians prize
indicies to biographical materials. Sinologists around the
world appreciated the convenience of the six-volume Index
to Biographical Materials of Sung Figures 5 ABsa &R E|
published in recent years by the Ting Wen Book Company
in Taipei. Wang Teh-yi, a principal compiler of the Index
and Professor of History at National Taiwan University,
was so encouraged by the reception given the Sung index
that he began compilation of the Iudex to Biographical
Materials of Yican Figures. He envisioned this work as a
direct outgrowth and continuation of the Sung index which
was published between 1974 and 1976 with the assistance
of a grant from the American Council of Learned Societies.
When the Yiian index is published, it will also complement
indicies to other kinds of source materials. For example,
unlike the Sung index,the Yiian version includes references
in miscellaneous casual writings (pi-chi %#3) and poetry
collections. Entries will be listed in order of stroke count.
For each entry there will be a biographical sketch, surpassing
the scope of the entries in the Commercial Press’ Biographical
Dictionary *BI A4 Hest, and then a list of references to
biographical sources. Each biography notes, when known,
the date of each subject’s birth and death, his 'courtesy
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