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I come from the East,China. Heaven, earth. ''It is by the Odes that the mind is aroused. Un-building
I am making a living in the West America  Creativity grows It ishv. prooriety that the character is established. ~ Re-building
he Eastern mind: ~ Time, life It isfrom art that perfection is attained." Ever-building - -
ony, tranquillity - Inspiration flow. Onand on
g In Man’s Garden
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I first met Chen Chi at his New York City studio in 1987 at which
time 1 profiled him for ART TIMES.Since that time we have become close
friends and I have grown to know both the man and his art.having written
several introductory cssays for his various exhibits and catalogues and
even visiting him in China at the opening reception of the Chen Chi Fine
Art Museum at Shanghai Jaio Tong University.

During my two-week stay in China.l had occasion to visit Chen
Chi's hometown of Wuxi that included a boat ride out to Turtle Island.the
trip giving me the opportunity of seeing where he had begun his lifelong
career in art. What an extraordinary path has that been !

From his growing up in Wuxi,to his joining the White Swan Club in
Shanghai in his early years,to his coming to the United States, Chen Chi's
course has taken him from the traditional Chinese landscape.through
Impressionism,and finally to his own unique blending of East and West,
a vision that has brought him acclaim not only in the United States and
his native China. but in such European art capitals as Versailles.France
where he was the only artist represented at the World Cultural Summit
of 2000.

A master watercolorist.Chen Chi's art has delighted peoples from
around the globe.and it is fitting that now, with this exhibition at Wuxi

Art Museum honoring their native son.the circle has been completed.

Raymond J.Steiner
New York,2004
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