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By Sean

Hi, my name is Sean and I have a love

story to tell. I was born in 1973, in Califor-

nia, without hands and with a slight speech

impediment. The doctors thought I would

die in a week because I was also born with a

very small mouth, not even a straw can slip

through it. The doctors were wrong and I grew up, during my youth,
adapting to life.

It was hard. Girls, for the most part, felt sorry for me. They saw
what was on the outside and turned away from my heart. In high school,
1 wasn’t that popular. I had a few friends, but no one wanted to love me.
So I graduated high school in 1992, in Apple Valley, CA. I had a lot of
scars in my heart from all the turn-downs and negative, sometimes
rude, responses whenever I asked a female friend out.

In my junior college years, it was lonely. I made almost no friends,
I felt like an outcast sometimes. Even in my first math class, in col-
lege, the class loved my stand-up acts, but no one wanted to be friends
with me.

After 3 1/2years struggling with a lonely outside life, 1 turned to the
computer for love. I went on some local BBSes (bulletin board sys-
tems), but they were all crazy users. So I stopped searching and let
them come to me, which was hopeless to say the least.

In February 1996 I went into the Teleconference(which is like a chat
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=1 room on AOL with a whole bunch

H! H H I‘l i 5 2

o 4: of users in it), and there was this
mMAERT: BBz M | person named Kep in there alone.
ffe% giik: PE 2 | When I saw the name, it looked
HLM: W B Z M | male to me. Anyway, Kep said

R KREFMN

: “Hi” and I asked, “Hey dude,
EAHERE: HEHAIMN

| what’s up?” Kep said, “I'm not a
dude, I’'m a dudette.” So we started talking about where we live, not very
personal things. Five minutes after we met, I had to go and eat lunch.
So we said to each other, “See you again sometime.”
What is a dude and what is a
dudette? Let them tell you! T am a dude
That night, I logged in the Telnet

and Kep was in there. We both pri-

vately paged each other so much; we
went in a private chat room. We
talked about more personal issues for
three hours. I was up front and told
her about my disabilities; she didn’t mind because she thought I seemed very
nice. We talked everyday from that point on, and we grew very close.
Soon we both decided we wanted to meet each other.

So, me being a gentleman, I flew to New Hampshire in the
beginning of July. Stayed in a hotel near her parents’ house for 13
days, we had lots of fun together. On the fifth day, at an amusement
park, we kissed. After that, we were in love. On the 13th day, I had to
go back to California. At first, we didn’t know if it would last. It was

a VERY long distance love affair, and it hurt flying back to Califor-
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nia. After all the pain I've been through in my life, I didn’t want to lose
Kep.

My parents thought for sure it was never going to last. I had to stick with
my heart and try my best; Kep wanted to try her hardest too. So we made it
through the summer talking on the Net & phone. My bill ran up sky high
to say the least. A short while later she
flew to California, met my parents and
had a fun week.

After more months of talking
and visiting, I asked her to marry
me, and she accepted. Our families
were happy for us— though my par-
ents were worried, too. I had lived
under their roof for 24 3/4 years and
it was hard to leave two people who stood by you, helped you adapt to
life and pushed you to do your best and to find happiness.

But I did, and Kep and I are getting married in June, 2000, three days
after my 27th birthday.

From PBS Online

i85 & % W

1.speech impediment: an organic defect preventing clear pro-

nunciation %, &5 EER
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2. adapt to: to make suitable to or fit for a specific use or situation fif
& R

3. scar: a mark left on the skin after a surface injury or wound has
healed. Here it refers to the wound in heart.

4. turndown: 3§ f 3jiF451E turn down, FEE “IE#4”. &
& 43 turndown, FEAZR.

ANaNE

TH#AR turn FIRM S, FFHE, WRIAHRETE?
turnaway
turn-in
turn-off
turn-back
turnover

turn-on

5. stand-by: 3K HZhid4iE stand by, ZEE “WFEHW. &
%7 EE-BWEIEEF stand-by, FER “frari, MRES
HH”.

6. BBS: & Bulletin Board Systems (B FA4MAL) WET
45, XMAOL (American

Online) REEELNSHS.
What is AOL? % E7ELE JE 4 Quantum THEA]
A7), €& Internet i L5 R4
EEZ—. REHBIDHEEAR
154, BXEEXKCKEREN
T A K Internet By o [ E 00 H
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ERE—FK Internet A7), HUKTER Internet A E/HHK, XH
ELMAFEELETE. BEZRATNEERRE, XEELE
HEmr= L BAi RS M 4% B A (0 B HAB RO, XFadft
EHKPWERE T RSN REANERBARERMT
B Internet #, N EZETIREFRRAS

G5 HE XA F AR, BHILRANEFENE—E,
HR—NE, HFBERKE, AMAE-HER. TTKRKNHER
WA, EPEHRLIHNHET, FIN:WTO (World Trade Orga-
nization) {5 ¥ 5 2141 . AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)
3 #R% . WHO (World Health Organization) it £ P4 4141, UFO (Uni-
dentified Flying Object) NBH K474, VIP (Very Important Person)3f
HEEMAN, %¥%.

7. teleconference: LEHE AN BEM AW . conference j&
29, Hi tele- FREM, BIE, Blin:telecommunication B i,
telecasting 31 3% .

8. log in: 4% fi

9. page: Bl A ELLBFESHEEARKER, Fli:Telecom Pag-
ing LR, E-Mail Paging W {54,

10. private chat room: AP X E

oo
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1.1 had a lot of scars in my heart from all the turn-downs and
negative, sometimes rude responses whenever | asked a female
friend out.

EMXAEE EERLEZNALEE. BOOCRZIGE
WIER, fn:WRIE4 . AEITER— SR AR E Y.

BL BEKFLRMASTEALE, BNIRELE,
k&, AHARRR. AHCRARG R,

2. So, me being a gentleman, | flew to New Hampshire in the
beginning of July.

“me being a gentleman” ZEAFIERIE. BAESAERIEER
HE T TEEERTHS—3E, MEERRNEESEMAE
Wi AR R A .

BL KAFA, LARKCEHRFAHEN

3. | had lived under their roof for 24 3/4 years and it was hard
to leave two people who stood by you, helped you adapt to life and
pushed you to do your best and to find happiness.

AR FHEEAMES. H—, “lived under their roof” H* roof
AR B, MR “F. Ee-, FANERY g8 . B
—BEE “24 3/4 years” WM. WIBHXEAL Sean 27 F
ZASIX 5 E, RATATLAHER 24 3/4 years HRIKR 24 FINH. &
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