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Foreword

The People’s Republic of China has gone through a glorious course of 50 years. In the past 50 years,
especially since the reform and opening up, thanks to the sound leadership of the Communist Party of China
and joint efforts of hundreds of millions of farmers, China has witnessed great achievements in the development
of agriculture and rural economy, which have attracted the worldwide attention and brought about an earth-
shaking change in the countryside. The overall capacity of agricultural production has been greatly improved,
leading to the large increase of grain crops and other farm products. This has reversed the chronic shortage of
major farm products and the Chinese people have realized their long-cherished dream of the general balance
between demand and supply of farm products with surplus in good harvest years. The development of township
enterprises, the newly emerging force, has brought along the change in the industrial structure and employment
structure in rural areas as well as the development of small cities and towns, and at the same time created a
way,with Chinese characteristics, for the rural industrialization and development of small cities and towns.
Farmers’ living standards have been greatly improved and China’s rural population has been in general moving
from the subsistence phase to the phase of comfortable life. The rapid development of agriculture and rural
economy has contributed significantly to the national reform, development and stability, and strengthened
farmers’ resolve to follow the Communist Party of China on the socialist road with Chinese characteristics.

The key reasons for China’s tremendous achievements in agriculture and rural economy are as follows:
we always adhere to the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory to emancipate our minds, seek truth from facts,
unswervingly deepen reform and open up; farmers’ right of decision-making is recognized and fully guaranteed,
and mobilization of farmers’ enthusiasm is always taken as the top priority when making rural policies; we
always adhere to development of the economy of diverse ownership structure with the public ownership remaining
dominant, and explore and optimize the effective form to realize public ownership in rural areas; we persist in
the market-oriented reform so as to inject vigor to rural economy; farmers’ creativity is fully respected and the

people are relied on to promote the great cause of reform; overall situation is always taken into account and

high priority is given to agriculture in order to harmonize and coordinate the rural and urban reforms. The -

above successful experience has laid a solid foundation for the further development of China’s agriculture and

rural economy.

China’s agriculture has brilliant prospects in the future. At the Third Plenary Session of the 15th Party
Central Committee, a grand trans-century blueprint was drawn for economic and social development in rural
China. As long as we seize the opportunity, are pragmatic and earnestly carry out Party’s principles and policies,
China’s agriculture and rural economy will definitely make new brilliant achievements in thé 21st century.

Chen Yaobang

Minister of Agriculture
People’s Republic of China
September 1999

N R TP

— e



B =

CONTENTS
ﬁg? 14
Twists and Turns
24
§ %R
| Development i
RE

110

Outlook




FHEMI 50 F£3k, RIMEXRFSATRE
RUGZFTEEEN. RERL, KHEFREE
A EMTY, BRTHEEEE=RHSE
TREEMHE.

In the past 50 years since the founding of New China,
senior leaders of the Party and the government have attached
great importance to agriculture. The historical changes of
agriculture, countryside and farmers’ life are the result of
the wisdom, strength and capability of the three-generation
leadership of the Communist Party of China.
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Comrade Mao Zedong visiting Xinxiang County, Henan Province in August 1958.
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In July 1980, Comrade Deng Xiaoping touring around the rural area of Sichuan Province, which stood in the

forefront in the reform.
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Comrade Jiang Zemin visiting Anhui Province for agricultural affairs on September 23, 1998.
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1996 FXPERFESBRIEREREST

Comrade Li Peng celebrating the Spring Festival with farmers in northern Shaanxi Province in 1996.

1998 F 7 ARBERSENRTAARERERRAMEELE
Comrade Zhu Rongji inspecting the warehouses for state grain reserves in Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region in July 1998.
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Comrade Li Ruihuan inspecting a vegetable production base.

1996 £ 8 HRXERFETEAKRBAKABEMKXEERATIE

Comrade Wen Jiabao having an inspection concerning the work of poverty alleviation in Xiji, Haiyuan

and Guyuan counties, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in August 1996.
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