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PREFACE

The twentieth century has seen an unusual demand for books of
reference. This may be due partly to a higher standard of general
education which increases the number of readers, but the changes
in political and social life have also contributed to this result. World-
wide movements in htman society have stirred thoughtful minds, so that
there is a keen desire to know more about those sub]ects that pertain to
God, the soul, human life and conduct.

Moreover, there has been within recent, years a vast accumuilation of
new knowledge. His Excellency, Tséng Kuo-fan, & [@# after being the
custodian of the Imperial Library of China for some time, remarked, ¢“Oh,
how many books there are! Though one were a genius, one would
require many lives to examine them all! How much longer would a man
of small talents require! The only course is for some one to make a
selection of the more important books on the several subjects.” If this
is true of the literature of one country, how much truer it is of the vast
literature of the whole world. ;

A partial solution of the difficulty has been reached by the prepara-
tion of books of reference. From ancient times the Chinese people have
used this method to make available the substance of their own literature,
FZPfHEE, JMEEKEEE are two of the old encyclopzdias. Of the modern
a Dictionary of new Knowledge and a Dictionary of Philosophy may be
mentioned. Compendiums of Knowledge are being added to in most
countries. There are dictignaries and encyclopadias on every subject.

The natural appendix %o the Society’s Bible Dictionary is the present
work. This encyclopxedia is concerned with numerous- topics on the
subject of religion and ethics. Information and data have been gathered
from every possible source and sifted and systematized. Numerous other
valuable dictionaries have been written, but, for most part, the monu-
mental work edited by the late James Hastings has been the source of the -
work now presented to the Chinese public. Hastings’ Encyclopazdia of
Religion and Fthics must be regarded as the standard work on these
subjects. The articles in English are written by experts. The whole
work is contained in 12 quarto volumes in small type. The outlay in its
production in English ran to £150,000. Considerations of space and cost




PREFACE

forced us to limit our work, but our two volumes in Chinese give a good
summary of the leading points in the articles in the original work,
Again, only selected articles which will be of most service to the Chinese
are presented in these volumes, and there are a few original articles.
Many interesting articles are omitted. If the demand arises, a third
volume may be issued in which these may be included.

The sole aim of the Society in publishing this work was to place at
the disposal of the Chinese reading public the most authoritative regults
dealing with ethics and religion. It is the only work of the kind in the
language. . :

Those engaged in the work of preparation and translation included
Evan Morgan, D, MacGillivray, Luther Li, I. Mason, A. P. Parker, H. K.
Wright, Z. K. Zia, and A. J. Garnier, with the assistance of F-BXZF,
B, EPA, BEGH WA, FI0N E0NE, WEMN SRR

' Many of the articles are signed with the initials of the translator:
those not so signed were prepared by Evan Morgan.

All the proof-reading has been done by 425
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