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Abstract

It has been over 200 years since modern ASEAN HE was founded. During this peri-
od, each country in ASEAN has been in troubled waters and weather — beaten: inva-
sions, wars, famines, catastrophes and social turbulences going side by side with the
development of the modern ASEAN HE. Till the end of the 20" century, it has gained
great significant progress and compelling achievements. Having stepped into the thresh-
old of the 21* century in an information — based and knowledge — based era, ASEAN HE
entered from the period of elite HE to that of mass HE presents an entirely new appear-
ance and also comes to a pivotal crossroad.

The present monograph of “ASEAN Higher Education at the Beginning of the 21™
Century” describes a macro overview of ASEAN higher education at the beginning of the
21" century, from 9 dimensions from 3 perspectives.

This research tries to describe ASEAN Higher Education at the Beginning of the
21" Century in a “panorama” , in which “wide historical perspective” is attached more
importance to and at the same time the author lay stress on practical and microcosmic re-
searches, which play the role of research carriers. In other words, panorama research al-
50 pays attention to practical description and tends to combine macroscopical, middle
and microcosmic perspectives.

The research background consists of the following 3 perspectives; (1) internation-
al macro perspective, dealing with higher education research under the context of global-
ization in the knowledge — based and information — based society; (2) regional middle
perspective, dealing with regional organizations such UNESCO APEID, AUN, APQN
and ASHAILE; (3) national micro perspective, dealing with 10 ASEAN countries of
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Viet Nam. Focusing on the theoretical standpoint announced in “ Higher
Education in the Twenty - first Century: Vision and Action” organized by UNESCO in
1998, adapting the comparative research methods of from translator to interpreter and
empiristical research methods, this research describes, compares and analysis 9 dimen-
sions such as overview of ASEAN and 10 ASEAN countries, history of ASEAN higher
education, administration mechanism, higher education quality assurance, massifica-
tion, diversification, privatization, internationalization, government accountability and

university autonomy, challenge and prospect of ASEAN higher education. “World De-
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claration on Higher Education for the Twenty — first Century; Vision and Action” , data-
base resources for ASEAN nations, list of 54 figures, list of 59 tables and others can be
found in the appendices.

This research is a monograph to “fill a blank” in the research ASEAN higher edu-
cation in the mainland of the People’s Republic of China at present, whose contents,
methodology, academic framework and structure are under the internationally and glob-
ally visual field. The potential readers might be policy- — makers, administrators, re-
searchers, staff from the international exchange departments, graduates of higher educa-

tion and the future international students to go to ASEAN countries.

Key Words: Association of Southeast Asian Nations ( ASEAN); ASEAN higher
education ; administration mechanism; quality assurance; higher education massifica-

tion; diversification; privatization; internationalization; government accountability ; uni-

versity autonomy



Preface

Preface

By Molly N. N. LEE

It gives me great pleasure to write the preface of this monograph on “ASEAN High-
er Education at the Beginning of the 21™ Century” written by Professor Jianxin ZHANG
from Yunnan University, China.

Jianxin has spent six months in UNESCO APEID researching on this topic of
ASEAN Higher Education at the Beginning of the 21" Century and this is the product of
her conscientious effort and keen interest in the development of higher education in
ASEAN.

The publication of this monograph in Chinese is very timely for it is a valuable con-
tribution to the literature on higher education in the Asia — Pacific region written in local
languages to meet the needs of local scholars, policy makers and practitioners who may
have problem in geiting access to existing literature written in English. In this respect,
Jianxin’s work plays a very important role in bridging Chinese scholars to the internation-
al literature on higher education.

In recent years, there have been great interests in the development of higher educa-
tion in Southeast Asian countries. In spite of their differences in terms of size, economic
wealth, political ideologies, and educational traditions, higher education systems in
ASEAN face similar problems and challenges. All these systems have budgets to bal-
ance, standards to maintain, faculties to satisfy, and social demand to meet. Among the
less developed countries, the higher education systems are chronically under — funded
but face escalating demand, the faculty are under — qualified, the curricular under — de-
veloped, and the students are poorly taught. Many of these systems are undergoing re-
structuring under the influence of global trends in higher education reforms in the areas
of funding, resources, governance and curriculum development.

The future trends in the development of higher education in this region will be quite
similar to other parts of the world with continuing expansion, continuing search for dif-

ferent sources of funding, and continuing diversification of higher education institutions.

1




AL FERERE

ASEAN Higher Education at the Beginning of the 215t Century

There will be increased call for institutional autonomy, financial diversification and qual-
ity control in higher education as well as increasing demands from different social groups
for access. As for curriculum development, there will be increasing pressure for rele-
vance, flexibility and adaptability to changes in the society as a whole and in the work-
place in particular.

Universities throughout the world, including those in ASEAN, face the challenge of
not being the sole producer of knowledge anymore. There are multiple sites of knowledge
production such as corporate universities, research institutes, industrial laboratories,
think tanks and various kinds of consultancies. Universities have a role to play in pro-
moting an inclusive multiculturalism and universal values. Universities in ASEAN like

those in other parts of the world will have to face multiple challenges by redefining and

reinventing themselves to suit the changing societal needs in the era of globalization.
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