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PartI Reading & Writing

Fast Reading
What Is a Musical?

1. Chicago is a musical composed by John Kander and Fred Ebb, a satire on corruption in the
administration of criminal justice, and the concept of the “celebrity criminal” in Chicago. The
musical is revised from a 1926 play of the same name by reporter Maurine Dallas Watkins
concerning actual criminals.

The Broadway production of its original in 1975 ran for a total of 936 performances.
Bob Fosse choreographed the original production, and his style is strongly demonstrated in
the show. Chicago’s 1996 Broadway revival keeps the record for the longest-running musical
revival on Broadway. Up to January 12, 2010, it has performed for more than 5,400 times. A
production on London’s West End and several tours and international productions followed the
revival. A film version of the musical, which won Academy Award, was released in 2002.

2. Les Misérables (colloquially known as Les Mis or Les Miz) is a musical composed by the French
composer Claude-Michel Schonberg in 1980. As the most famous of all French musicals
and one of the most performed musicals worldwide, the show celebrated its 21st anniversary
on October 8, 2006. It became the longest-running West End musical in history and is still
running (though it has changed venues). ‘

3. Jesus Christ Superstar is a rock opera that became a musical by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
Webber, highlighting the political and interpersonal struggles of Judas Iscariot and Jesus. It is
based on the accounts of the last week of Jesus’ life in canonical (B £2#Y) gospels, with Jesus
and his followers arriving in Jerusalem as its beginning and the Crucifixion as its ending,.



2 & Unit 1 | West Side Story

Twentieth-century attitudes and sensibilities together with contemporary slang pervade the
lyrics, and throughout the political depiction of the events are scattered ironic allusions to
modem life. Stage and film productions accordingly feature many intentional anachronisms (i}
REFIR).

A large part of the plot focuses on the character of Judas. He is described as a confused
and tragic figure who is dissatisfied with what he views as Jesus’ lack of planning, and alarmed
by the relatively recent claims of his divinity.

1

2

1.D 2.B 3.A 4.D 5.D 6. spoken dialogue
- 7. operas

Text o
Translation

e T kYl

FRBR—FRAE TS, Tl XERBEAREER. —ELRNEBRAZE (B8R,
B, 2. BHR) MEFLAFEEIHR—TBENES. TR, SERRRRERNIE
REBFBHART.

., B RMERERREAFBHERY . FRBMMAERREMA “SRA" s
WD E (KRLERR SR, FEEREES ), H “HE" BRI 8 Fik
FRE AW, it (RERRBFIRE) BAIEHRARE (BRAERERD DT,
RO A B SRR B . & SRR BV R BA an fTia B3 PR BIRT 3 AR AR A 2RI 2N
BR. FREPEHEHAEESE, FRaE, EFEaf—HE, Eusx. R,
B, TSR WA —E KRG, EHERE, XEEANTRAEER
EMmPEHSE AR, R, RERE CEMERD) bk, —EEARFRITF RBIEMP
HIEAR M TR EER R B TR,

FIRBIFSRA EENKE, SURE—FEY, RUWAFLE, KB/ (BEF
EESEE LA L), ERSEFRE—BREAFHRE -4/ B =D, w4 E
REI—REFE, FRZASE /10 £ 20 r80hiakE. —RERLT, —8E%
BIRIAER S F SR _ LM O I, BB TEEIR-E, —HERRETSEHE
mENE 8, XEHRMSERNIRIGEIBTREHI,; WrREH—RIIEHF RS
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HERAEERRNKMAR. Mz mEEFEHETE, B “HWEXAXE & T/
HWAREA, RREERERN “—RBEK" BERRF, m GEEBHRY I (k%
FAY,

4 FREIFA—FMRBRTER—FE—F X, EEFEaTHB—RFIRER
X%, BREFEERRA (n (FitERY fn GREBHF)) hikfgkih B etk
%, Bk, FRREMETE., MEMEMERORTERYEH, S
SR — LB B, anRAELA_ EILAFEICLHF R, R — PR R X
PR, Khr b, AMREXSAREE “FRRE". HUERBETTLSRERN
“EERRET, WATLIBINARE BRI,

intonsive Reating 1
Synopsis of West Side Story §

Wotes

1. Puerto Rico, known as the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, located in the northeastern
Caribbean Sea, east of the Dominican Republic and west of the Virgin Islands, is a self-
governing unincorporated territory of the United States.

2. William Shakespeare (baptized April 26, 1564; died April 23, 1616), as an English poet and
playwright, wrote the famous 154 sonnets, poems and numerous highly successful dramatic
works. Widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world’s pre-
eminent dramatist, he is often called England’s national poet and the “Bard of Avon”. His
plays have been widely accepted by different cultures.

3. Romeo and Juliet, as one of Shakespeare’s world famous tragedies, is about the love between
two young people from feuding families, whose deaths finally unite their feuding households,
The play is famous for its high literary value in its language and dramatic effect. It is one of
Shakespeare’s most frequently performed plays.
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1.

n.

vi.

| Key Words

rival:
one of two or more striving to reach or obtain sth. that only one can possess 34 F
He cut out a rival in the competition.

AR S P HE T~ F,

The politician clawed his rival.

A B Bt X T

. having the same pretensions or claims; competing %41

They shouted down rival opinions.

b AT IA PU R 7S AN WY R L

Some countries accused rival countries of protectionism.
—EEFERESFELITRERIPEL,

compete for superiority with; be or seem to be equal or comparable to 5+ Ty Heeoo JT

&, i’k

Australian wine can now rival the best from France.

IAEBRFILIE °] LA i E Be 4T HOTE S 5

. disperse: v.

1) if a group of people disperses or is dispersed, they separate and go away in different
directions ({#) 4sr#k, () #IHF
The police dispersed the crowd.

LRIRE T AR,
The children dispersed for the holidays.

BFIIHIRT .

2) if sth. disperses or is dispersed, it spreads over a wide area ({§) JEEk, (fF) 28
A prism disperses light. '
=R LA,

The clouds melt and the fog disperses.
=IHEF

. persuade: vi,

1) move by argument to a belief, position, or course of action T}
Who persuaded you to join this society?
YEBLAR fRZ: ImX A~ H Ay ?
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We persuaded Harry that he was wrong.
FAMEZFIAEERME T .
2) (of a situation or event) provide a sound reason for sb. to do sth. ({§7£. ) WR{E, e
The cost of the manor’s restoration persuaded them to take in guests.
&8 E LA E I TSR,
persuasion n. TARk; Uik
persuasive* a. HULAR HHY; BT RN

4. confirm: vt.

1) make certain Ffik
Please confirm your telephone message in writing.
HBEBIARRIER AN E .,
He called to confirm his appointment with his dentist.
3T RIETIAMEL S F BRI E.

2) give proof ¥}, iFsL
His story was confirmed by his former colleagues.
b LART AU RIZHIESE T b BT AV,
His statement confirmed what we already believed.
BRI BHEIESE T RATE 248,

€EEEP confirmation . IESE; Wi, LR

5. burst: v.
1) break suddenly and violently apart, spilling the contents, esp. as a result of an impact or

internal pressure Jg&%E, YEZY, AR

We started to inflate our balloons and eventually one burst.

BIFHRBRHRAER, BRE-TET.

He burst a blood vessel during a fit of coughing.
fE—REmuk R, A — R T .
2) suddenly begin doing sth. as an expression of a strong feeling 24818 %  (FFhiH)
If anyone says anything to upset me, I’1l burst out crying.
WRERSA AT, BLHISR,
She burst into a fresh flood of tears.
f S MERETRETR T
3) make one’s way suddenly and violently &, [
He burst into the room without knocking.

fed% Rl Tk T 35k
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6. reluctant: a.

1) not eager; unwilling; disinclined A JE& /Y, $5RAY
He was very reluctant to go away.

RTEEES.

She is a reluctant helper.

iR R SR ATAY .

2) difficult to deal with or control ¥:AbERAY; MINTHY, HEIHY
This is a soil reluctant to the plough.

X T bR HERE,
ICIESRGP reluctance n. AR, 38

7. in case:
1) as a provision against sth. happening or being true LI 57—, #%5
We put on thick jumpers, in case it was cold. .

Bl LENERZLDIRE .
I’11 cook plenty of potatoes just in case they decide to stay for dinner.
BRI T, LB —MRE® Tk,
2) if it is true that {&{#, {&Ran
In case you haven’t figured it out, let me explain.

BinfRLRFHE, Bikdokre,

8. mock: v.

1) behave with scorn or contempt (towards); show ridicule (for) B, =+
Zola mocked him as a country boy.

LRI BIR AR ARA BT
The writings of Swift mocked the follies of his age.
R R AV S IRUR] T b AR REVTRIE .
2) imitate, esp. in fun; mimic (2FEF) RHZE, L, &5
It is wrong to mock cripples.
B 05 R BAS (R A E B SR B A Y
He made all the other boys laugh by mocking the way the teacher spoke and walked.
iR G BRI S 4T, B BAIERT .,

9. hold back:
1) cause to stay in place; control fH |



Part | [ Reading & Writing & 7

We built banks of earth to hold back the rising flood waters.

BAIBIE T IR LY _LBRABE K .
Police held the crowds back.
~ BRMET AR,
2) prevent the development of BHEE (R/E)
You could become a good musician, but your lack of practice is holding you back.

VRATEARA— BRFBRITFRK, BREIIAE, XIEMIRIE R,

10. stun: v,
1) shock or overwhelm ({#) A —iK
I was stunned by the news of his resignation.

BAEER, &R,
They went through a stunning defeat.

255 T 4 AR R .
2) make sb. unconscious for a short time 3T&, {# (¥ A) L5405

The punch stunned me for a moment.
B—BEHITE T k.
She sat stunned for a while, until she recovered.

ik, T —& LA R,

11. betray: vt.

1) give away or make known (esp. a secret) {58 ($4#%)
He betrayed the secret to his friends.
fhER M EELS T b A AR
A friend does not betray confidences.
MERASHERETRY

2) be disloyal or unfaithful to &¥y, H{ZE
I thought he would be too loyal to betray his friends.
FINA, AEEER, ASHEREA,
None of her sisters would betray her.

liohiike s IR EE g T

12. affirm: vt. state as a fact; assert strongly and publicly E&; W5, A
He affirmed the country’s commitment to peace.

b B T i B AR R AR



