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Hollywood — Movie
Capital of the World

Los Angeles is one of the most multicultural cities in the world,
with a world-class entertainment scene and cutting-edge architecture.
An essential part of the Los Angeles experience is Hollywood ( %73k
#3). At Grauman's Chinese Theatre on Hollywood Boulevard, one
could find the hand and foot prints of your favorite star. Meander®
along the Walk of Fame and browse among the 2000 pink stars that
decorate the sidewalk for miles. For die-hard celebrity-spotters, a tour
of Beverly Hills ( 1 #8 #] 1} ) will visit the homes of the rich and
famous and show how the other half really live.

The development of Hollywood

When Spanish explorers first entered the area now known as
Hollywood, Native Americans were living in the canyons of the Santa
Monica Mountains. Before long, the Indians had been moved to
missions and the land which Hollywood now occupies was divided in
two by the Spanish Government.

By the 1870s an agricultural community flourished® in the area and
crops ranging from hay and grain to subtropical bananas and pineapples
were thriving. In 1886, H. H Wilcox bought a rural area of Los Angeles
that his wife then christened “Hollywood”. Within a few years, Wilcox
had devised a grid plan for his new community, paved Prospect Avenue
(now Hollywood Boulevard) for his main street and was selling large
residential lots to wealthy Midwesterners looking to build homes so
they could “winter in California”.

Prospect Avenue soon became a prestigious residential street.
Mrs. Wilcox raised funds to build churches, schools and a library, and
Hollywood quickly became a complete and prosperous community. The
community incorporated in 1903, but its independence was short-lived,
as the lack of water forced annexation in 1910 to the city of Los Angeles,

>>I 2



Hollywood — Movie Capital of the World | i73i3——t R BN =4

i 33—k 5 HLS 2 A

B HR HRERS TR Z—, B EFRENRERI
FIRTHY R, BRI, REESS MRS, EF3RIERE LR
1657 % P E BB IRBWR S EREEA B R FEOFIMIED. 82 TEXK
B, FRABEANMTE FHIEREER 2000 MEEE, MTREN
BEBORE, WUEIFERIL, BSUMEIEAN. BANE, HTHEBIRS
—YANRELAETE.

WL LR SE

YPHHE TR 5 B S st ABEBAR O SSLRIIX AR, T&EREA
BEAFERERUNRAER, RAZE, IEEZAEREAREX
B, MrRsiE STRrIs s s S B — 020 =

F19 22 70 4K, X ELRBRBOI— MR . MTEME
YRR ERAES, SMRIEYEKEIFERE, 1886 F, B4 -
BURZ RS RV LT T —8ut, BURFTEIRACOEER T —1
FHEEHEERNET: TG, JLEZN, BURBEHOMAETT
Xigit THEREERR, #Hik 7 “ARKE” (SROFRLERE)
VEGWRTTH RS, HRBBEAB AN NZ SR PRI U E = A B SEikAy
FE, AT “EnFEEEd %",

AT EHRIREAFER BRENEEEE. BURE TR AT S
THEE. ERA—EESE, RIREEEERT - M rEmERTX,
1903 48, $hX—fb, ([ERZRAIRSE. BT ERE MK, 1910 F

@ meander: v. & F
@ flourish: vi. %%, % &, &%, FHR, X, £ TELARNY

3 K<



Experiencing Hollywood | s g 215

which had a surplus supply of water. In 1911, the Nestor Company
opened Hollywood's first film studio in an old tavern.

Banks , restaurants, clubs and movie palaces sprang up, catering to
the demands of the burgeoning film industry

The needs of this thriving new industry created radical changes in
the community causing a clash between older and newer residents.
Acres of agricultural land, south of what-is-now Hollywood Boulevard,
were subdivided and developed as housing for the enormous numbers
of workers that movie-making required. High-rise commercial buildings
began to spring up. It wasn't long before nearly all the homes along the
Boulevard were replaced by commercial buildings.

Banks, restaurants, clubs and movie palaces sprang up, catering
to the demands of the burgeoning® film industry during the 1920s and
1930s. The architectural styles of the buildings were representative of
those most popular between the World Wars. Banks were typically
designed in the more formal styles, but other buildings in the
community took on more playful personalities.

The omamental Spanish Colonial Revival style reflected Hollywood’s
self-conscious extravagance® while the new Art Deco and Modern styles
fit the community’s aspirations for glamour and sophistication.

The Hollywood Boulevard commercial and entertainment district is
officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Hollywood has been anything but static, however, and after a few
decades as the capital of film glamour, the neighborhood changed
again. Although much of the studio work remained in Hollywood,
many stars moved to Beverly Hills, and the elegant shops and
restaurants left with them.

In the 1960s, music recording studios and offices began moving to
Hollywood an offshoot of the nightclubs further west on Sunset
Boulevard. Other businesses, however, continued to migrate to
different parts of the city. Hollywood today is a diverse, vital, and
active community striving to preserve the elegant buildings from its
past. Much of the movie industry remains in the area, although the
neighborhood’s outward appearance has changed.

>>| 4
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In 1985, the Hollywood Boulevard commercial and entertainment
district was officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places
protecting the neighborhood’s important buildings and seeing to it that
the significance of Hollywood’s past would always be a part of its future.

How did Hollywood become the movie capital

You'd never guess it, but we owe the rise of Hollywood to the ego
of Thomas Edison.

Originally, the movie capital was New York and Chicago, and
Thomas Edison — whose inventions had helped spearhead the film
industry — wanted to create a monopoly that would give him control
over distribution, exhibition, and pricing. He called this monopoly®
“the Trust”. But independent artists wouldn't have anything of it. So
they moved to Los Angeles.

Los Angeles was perfect for filmmaking. The mild climate and
sunshine allowed outdoor shoots in fantastic settings, significantly lowering
costs of making indoor sets. There was a big and cheap labor market.

Back in Hollywood, David Horsley established the first studio ( The
Nestor Film Company) , quickly followed by 15 other companies. The
first feature-length film, the Squaw Man was introduced. Hollywood's
Golden Era had begun.

Hollywood Chinese Theater

This is the world’s most famous theater — and a must-see for any
Hollywood tourist.

It was first opened in 1927, and since then, it's been visited by
millions of people. There are plans to improve its facilities and turn it
into a state of the art entertainment complex. Some are even lobbying
to make it the permanent® home of the Academy Awards.

Until that happens, guests are already happy to look at the handprints
outside, especially since there’s no charge. You can also watch some of
Hollywood's first motion pictures. (The sound quality is incredible, and the
screen really makes you think that you're jumping into another era. )

The Hollywood Christmas Parade
It has been seventy-five years since it was first thought of. It was a
simple parade that was intended to help bring business to Hollywood

> 6
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Boulevard. After three quarters of a century it is now a tradition that
has attracted about half a million spectators, creating a bigger crowd
than that at the Academy Awards.

Back in the 1920°s it was simply called the Santa Claus Lane
Parade. Santa rode in a one-reindeer sleigh with a Hollywood star
waving to the crowd beside him. The first actress to star in the parade
was Jeanette Loff. Now there is no more reindeer, just a lot of floats
and some stars and hopefully a lot of fun and music.

The parade has expanded to accommodate the increased number of
spectators. It now travels along Sunset Boulevard as well as Hollywood
Boulevard. Today spectators line the streets of Hollywood to see the
beautiful stars, classic cars, equestrians, bands, floats, and don’t
forget, Santa Claus, and to ring in the Holiday Season to the world.
Don’t worry though if you are too far away to catch the parade. It gets
both national and international coverage so you can catch it from the
comfort of your home.

The Hollywood Christmas Parade is produced for the sole purpose
of entertaining and educating the people of the United States and the
world on the glamour of Hollywood and is dedicated to bringing
together all the entertainment principals of this re-born community to
speak as one voice, to acknowledge® that Hollywood is The
Entertainment Capital of the World!

Hollywood Sign

You might think it would have some kind of official name. But no,
it'’s just “the Hollywood Sign”.

It was first erected in 1923 and was, at the time, fitted with
4,000 light bulbs. Also, as most people know, it originally read
“HOLLYWOODLAND”. And as the rumor goes, the last four letters fell
down and were never replaced. You can find that rumor published as
fact, too, in many books. The truth, however, according to the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, is that the “LAND” was removed
deliberately® in 1949 when the sign underwent a makeover. After nearly
26 years, it had fallen into desperate disrepair. After all, it had been
designed to last only about a year and a half.

>>I 8
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But by 1978, the sign had once again deteriorated and was finally
replaced with letters constructed of steel. Each letter now measures to
a height of 45 feet and a width ranging from 31 to nearly 40 feet.

The Vanguard Hollywood club

The Vanguard is one of the hottest places to party in Hollywood.
It’s famous for its cool DJs, go-go girls on a catwalk and enough dance
floor space to fit in the relaxed but energetic crowd, which ranges
mainly from 25s to early 30s. There’s an outdoor tropical-style patio in
the back for VIP service, but this place is really just a pure dance club
with few distractions.

Hollywood Wax Museum

Every Hollywood tourist brochure recommends a visit to the Wax
Museum, but with an admission fee of $15 (and you can only stay an
hour). Is it really worth it?

Most visitors say that you go so you say you can go — and to have
a lot of laughs. Think of it as a chance to get your pictures taken with
celebrities, but don’t be too disappointed if the wax likenesses look like
you've caught them at their worst. (David Hasselhoff looks like he has
jaundice. )

Some of the scenes are pretty cool — like the segment from The
Exorcist. But since the hours extend till 1 am., and the
airconditioning’s fantastic, it's a quiet, relaxing way to end to a long
and frenetic day of touring. Get a shared pass to the Guiness Book of
Records Museum across the street to get your money’s worth.

Kodak Theater

Welcome to the home of the Academy Awards — the Kodak Theater.

It's a huge place (big enough for 3,400 people, and features the
deepest stage in the US at 120 feet wide and 75 feet deep). It comes
with a huge price tag, too. It cost nearly $95 million to build, and
another $ 75 million for Kodak to earn the rights to give it its name.

Well the cost isn’t surprising, considering the people who go there
expect the star treatment because they are — stars. The VIP seais are
even equipped with gizmos that let order drinks.
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