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Ry . , :
“«‘:2.9\, Dramatic events in the contemporary world—wars, revolutions, terrorist

attacks, catastrophic natural disasters, economic crises and the endless stream of daily
news— often obscure the long historical processes that have created the societies in which
we live and the problems with which we cope. The mass media pay little attention to the
broader historical patterns and contexts that give deeper meaning to the swiftly moving
events of our era. This new edition of A History of the Modern World may be seen as the
most recent version of a continuing search for historical perspectives on the complex,
often bewildering, events of our age. It thus carries a guiding assumption that the events,
cultures, and conflicts of the contemporary world are always evolving out of the long,
complex histories of diverse peoples, ideas, institutions, social mores, economic
exchanges, and struggles for political power.

These multiple levels of human history have created modern societies and exerted
wide influence on people and cultures around the world. This book therefore describes the
histories of specific nations and people and emphasizes landmark events such as wars and
revolutions, but it also stresses broad historical trends that have developed deep below the
most prominent historical events and created what we now call “the modern world.” Qur
narrative explores the rise of nation-states and the conflicts that have shaped the world
over the last several centuries, yet it links such transitions and events to the wider histori-
cal influence of the evolving global economy, the development of science and technology,
the rise of industry, the significance of religious traditions, the origin and diffusion of new
ideas, the changing mores of family and social life, and the complex relations between
Western cultures and other cultures around the world.

The term modern, as we use it in this book, refers to the historical evolution of soci-
eties and cultures that may be said to have had the greatest influence in shaping the modern
world —a phase of human history that began to develop about five or six centuries ago and
is now evolving more rapidly in more places than ever before. This book makes no claim
to be a world history, valuable as such histories may be. By design it focuses primarily on
developments in the West until the spread of distinctively modern economic, social, and
political institutions in the recent past leads to an increasing global emphasis in the book’s
later chapters. Although the narrative stresses the influence of European societies (that is,
societies shaped by Europeans or the descendants of Europeans) in the emergence of
“modern” institutions and social practices, it also emphasizes the worldwide exchanges,
conflicts, and interactions that have contributed to the increasingly global culture of the
contemporary era.

©5¢ ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK:
CHANGES AND CONTINUITIES

As in the past, the book is organized in chapters that carry the narrative across specific
chronological eras, moving steadily toward the present. Yet the clearly defined and num-
bered sections within each chapter often deal with themes, events, or issues that do not
develop in simple chronological order. Each chapter focuses on a specific time frame but
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also on themes and problems of continuing historical importance. The chronological orga-
nization gives readers a broad historical framework and also provides opportunities for
further analysis and discussion of specific historical themes or problems —discussions that
can draw, for example, on other materials which can be found on the companion Online
Learning Center Web site (www.mhhe.com/palmer10), which now includes an Interactive
Glossary.

Although the history of political institutions, revolutions, and international conflicts
remains important in this new edition, some details of national and political history have
been reduced to expand the discussion of social, cultural, and intellectual history—all of
which have been influential in recent historical scholarship. There are sections on the role
of women in various historical contexts and eras; descriptions of cultural and intellectual
movements from the early modern to the contemporary period; and new analyses of the
political, economic, and cultural interactions that have shaped modern global history.
Chapters on the Scientific Revolution and the early global economy have been moved in
order to show more clearly the chronological relation of notable cultural and economic
developments.

In the earlier chapters readers will find discussions of family life during the Renais-
sance and Reformation; descriptions of literary debates, salon culture, and the evolving
public sphere in the Enlightenment; and insights into the cultural dimensions of the French
Revolution. Later chapters of the book (in the second volume of the paperback edition)
include sections on the emergence of feminism, cultural debates about science and the idea
of progress, and discussions of modernist and postmodernist cultural movements.

The chapters on the world since 1945 have been reorganized and divided into new
thematic sections. The two longest chapters in the previous edition’s narrative of recent
historical events have been divided into four new, more concise chapters that will be easier
for students and others to read. The new, shorter chapters have a clearer thematic organiza-
tion, and they convey key patterns in the development of postcolonial societies in Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East, as well as the demise of communism in Europe. These re-
organized chapters also include new information on recent international confrontations
and on the growing globalization of contemporary economic and cultural life. We believe
that specific historical information about such developments is the essential starting point
for historical analysis, balanced historical insights, and the comprehension of historical
change.

Our intention is to help students and other readers understand the complexities of
great events such as the religious wars of earlier centuries, the American, French, and Rus-
sian Revolutions, the twentieth-century world wars, the spread of democracy and the chal-
lenges it has faced, the creation and collapse of the Western-dominated colonial empires,
the emergence of new, postcolonial nation-states, and the continuing search for an interna-
tional order. Readers will also find updated information on current issues such as terror-
ism, recent upheavals in the Middle East, and the continuing struggle for economic
development in the world’s poorest countries. :

Other revisions have been introduced to make the book even more accessible for a
new generation of readers. The visual component has again been extended through the
addition of new illustrations, including new images of important works by modern artists
such as Pablo Picasso, Berthe Morisot, Jackson Pollock, and Henry Moore. Like other
kinds of documents and sources, the images and artwork from past cultures provide impor-
tant historical information. Knowing how to read and critically evaluate an illustration,
painting, or photograph is an essential form of analytical thought and is invaluable for

Xvii
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cross-cultural comparisons. In addition to the many illustrations in each chapter, four-color
inserts convey both the artistic creativity and the cultural or social preoccupations of dif-
ferent historical eras. The brief captions that accompany all of the illustrations connect
events or issues to the book’s narrative.

Other key features of this new edition include newly drawn, easier-to-read maps, pre-
sented in sharper color. The wide range of maps and charts shows the changing boundaries,
populations, and economies of nations and regions over the years. In addition to the revised
maps, new chronological timelines—as suggested by reviewers—have been incorporated
into each chapter to give a convenient summary of the notable events and dates in each his-
torical era. The revised, up-to-date entries for the comprehensive Suggestions for Further
Reading, long a valued feature of the book, include new listings of useful Web sites as well
as the titles of significant new scholarly publications.

The changes in this latest version of A History of the Modern World have been intro-
duced to enhance the book’s accessibility, but not to replace or weaken the style, content,
narrative, and analytical qualities that have appealed to teachers and students over the
years. More generally, readers will find that the book in its newest edition expresses again
a strong belief in the value of historical knowledge and historical perspectives for anyone
who wishes to understand as well as to live in the evolving modern world. It achieves its
purpose whenever it helps readers of any age or background gain new perspectives on
themselves and their world through the new knowledge or new insights that it may offer.

25¢ SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Instructor’s Manual/Test Bank The first half of this unique manual offers a chapter-
by-chapter guide to some of the best documentaries, educational and feature films, videos,
and audio recordings to enhance classroom discussion. Brief overviews help instructors
select the films best suited to each course topic. The manual also provides instructors with
chapter objectives and points for discussion for each chapter, followed by a test bank con-
taining multiple-choice, essay, and identification test questions.

Computerized Test Bank This CD-ROM version of the test bank is available for
both Macintosh and IBM-compatible computers to allow instructors to customize each
test.

Overhead Transparencies This set of over 150 overhead color transparencies of
maps from the text can be used to illuminate classroom lectures.

Slide Set  Available through your local McGraw-Hill sales representative, instruc-
tors can choose from a list of hundreds of fine art slides to create a customized slide set
that will complement the text and enhance classroom lectures.

Instructor Online Learning Center Web Site (www.mhhe.com/palmer10) At the
home page for this text-specific Web site, instructors will find a downloadable version of
the Instructor’s Manual. Instructors can also create Web-based homework assignments or
classroom activities by linking to the Student Online Leaming Center and can create an
interactive course syllabus using McGraw-Hill’s PageOut site.

PageOut (www.mhhe.com/pageout)  On the PageOut Web site instructors can cre-
ate their own course Web sites. PageOut requires no prior knowledge of HTML, no long
hours of coding, and no design skills on the instructor’s part. Instructors need simply to
plug the course information into a template and click on one of the 16 designs. The process
takes little time and creates a professionally designed Web site. Powerful features include
an interactive course syllabus that lets instructors post content and links, an online grade-
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book, lecture notes, bookmarks, and a discussion board where instructors and students can
discuss course-related topics.

Videos A wide range of videos on classic and contemporary topics in history is
available through the Films for the Humanities and Sciences collection. Instructors can
illustrate and enhance lectures by selecting from a series of videos correlated to the course.
Contact your local McGraw-Hill sales representative for further information.

@5«% SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE STUDENT

Student Study Guide Prepared by Joel Colton and Megan McLean, this user-friendly
Study Guide helps students process and master important concepts in the text not through
rote memorization but by stimulating reflection and interpretation. For each of the 133 sec-
tions of the textbook, the Study Guide provides study questions, key discussion sentences,
and identification test questions. Each chapter includes general essay questions and gen-
eral discussion passages. Selected map exercises are also provided. In addition, questions
on the numerous illustrations in the text are included in the sections to which they most
closely relate and are designed to encourage interpretation and analysis, specifically on the
ways in which the illustrations supplement the discussions in the text.

Student Online Learning Center Web Site (www.mhhe.com/palmer10) New to
this Web site and requested by reviewers is an Interactive Glossary, an important learning
tool for students that complements the terms and topics highlighted in the margins of the
textbook. At this text-specific Web site, students can link to an interactive study guide,
including online essay questions, interactive mapping exercises, Internet exercises, inter-
active chronologies, and links to online primary source documents. Links to trusted history
search engines also make the Online Learning Center an ideal place to begin Web-based
research.

PowerWeb PowerWeb for World History gives students password-protected,
course-specific articles with assessments from current research journals and popular press
articles, refereed and selected by World History instructors, and especially useful for mate-
rials that go beyond the scope of this book.
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Robert Brown, University of North Carolina at Pembroke; Nathanael Greene, Wesleyan
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University; L. Edward Hicks, Faulkner University; George Marcopoulos, Tufts Univer-
sity; James McSwain, Tuskegee University; Florene Memegalos, Hunter College; Jenny
Nicholas, West High School; David J. Proctor, Tufts University; Sarah Rudell, Wayzata
High School; Tamas Ungvari, California State University, Northridge; and Michael Zirin-
sky, Boise State University. Other colleagues who provided feedback also deserve men-
tion: Joseph J. Colistra, LaSalle College High School; Michael Corey, Lincoln Way High
School; Virginia Mancini, Pleasantville High School; Henry A. Ploegstra, St. Mark’s
School of Texas; and Michael Stoll, Hinsdale South High School. None of these individu-
als are in any way responsible for the book’s shortcomings, but all have contributed to its
strengths. We wish also to acknowledge the exceptional support and contributions of our
colleagues and our families. :

Finally, we note with a sense of deep loss that our colleague and co-author Robert R.
Palmer (who always published as R. R. Palmer) died in 2002 after a long career of out-
standing accomplishments. His superb contributions to the study of the French Revolution
and of eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century history on both sides of the Atlantic have
deservedly received wide recognition. His far-reaching intellect, searching acuity, histori-
cal insights, and broad-gauged interests marked this work from its beginning, and he
remains the guiding influence and inspiration behind this book. The scholarly collabora-
tion that has long characterized A History of the Modern World meanwhile continues and
takes on new forms in this new edition, for which the most recent co-author has assumed
the major responsibility.

Joel Colton
Lloyd Kramer



Prologue:

A Revolutionary Half-Century
and the Expansion of European Power

second half of a larger work. It begins quite abruptly with Europe in the year 1815. It may
be asked why it should begin with 1815, and why an account of the modern world should
give so much attention to Europe. A history of the modern world must of course include
the many peoples and cultures that have lived and flourished far beyond the geographical
boundaries of Europe, and this book increasingly focuses on other regions of the world as
the narrative moves toward the recent past. Yet the book’s emphasis on the development of
“modernity” leads to a particular stress on events, ideas, political movements, and institu-
tions that shaped the evolution and diffusion of “European civilization” —a civilization
that would be assimilated, challenged, or rejected in many other parts of the modern world.
Europe was by no means the only center of modern historical innovations, conflicts, and
economic change, but its influential role in modern times explains its prominence in many
of the chapters that follow.

There is no spectacular date to signify the emergence of modern times. The year 1815
is convenient because it was in that year that Napoleon Bonaparte was finally defeated at
Waterloo, and his attempt at building a European empire ended. A long period of revolu-
tionary turmoil and profound change came to a close in 1815. It had lasted for almost half
a century if we count from the American Revolution, which had broken up the old British
Empire, weakened France’s monarchy, and established the United States of America. The
new American republic aroused great interest in Europe, for it gave new meaning and new
force to ideas of constitutional government, republicanism, political rights, and civil liber-
ties. These ideas were magnified and geographically disseminated by the French Revolu-
tion of 1789. For 20 years, from 1794 to 1814, a reformed and renovated France
dominated the European continent. The early stages of movements for Latin American
independence also began in this revolutionary era.

The changes that resulted from the American and French revolutions appeared mainly
in new conceptions of liberty and equality, as reflected in constitutions, law, and personal
status. The Americans gave reality to ideas that were well known in Europe and so had an
influence there. In France the Revolution in some ways only accelerated long-continuing
trends. It “abolished feudalism,” but feudalism had been declining for centuries. It consol-
idated the modem state by professionalizing its civil service, army, law courts, schools,
and tax-collecting machinery, but kings had long worked in these directions. It improved
the national trading area by overcoming provincial barriers and introducing uniform law
codes, as well as uniform weights and measures in the metric system. Monarchies had
made similar efforts. In general, a middle class that had been growing for centuries
achieved a victory over older vested interests.

But the French Revolution was also innovative. Liberty and the possession of rights
were not new in Europe, but hitherto they had depended on one’s social class or religion,
or on agreements between a ruler and a particular group to which one belonged. Now lib-
erty meant liberty for the individual, not for this or that group. Equality meant equality of
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