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(_hinese culture is old, broad and profound, and seems mysterious for foreigners
as well. There are four countries boasted of their ancient civilization in the world,
but, among them, three of their ancient civilization have broken up and diverted due
to a variety of vicissitudes. Their present language isn’t their ancient language, and
their present nationality isn’t their ancient nationality. Only Chinese 5,000-year-old
civilization has been passed down up-to-date by the same Chinese nationality. In the
Spring & Autumn Period dated back 2,500 years ago, there came forth a peak of old
civilization, so lofty, so brilliant that people in later generations could never surmount or
shake it, but could only inherit and expand it.

Shanghai Expo 2010 will be held soon, and by the time foreigners might be willing
to pay a visit to China. During their staying, they probably won’t refuse to take a book
describing concisely the entire Chinese Culture.

So, I began planning to write the book.

I worked as a journalist all my life. I am also an enthusiast for Chinese ancient
literature. As a matter of fact, Chinese literature was the source of Chinese culture.
Ancient Chinese literature has nurtured and brought up intellectuals generation by
generation, and these educated people became the pioneers bringing traditional culture
into social ideology, moral code and folk custom. I realized this viewpoint must come
out as the guideline of my book, as a paragraph I wrote in the initial chapter, describing:
The source of Chinese culture was the dragon culture, the dragon culture must produce
Confucius and Laozi, and Confucius and Laozi’s doctrines must produce autocratic
monarchy. More, the power of Confucius doctrine was so overwhelming that it became
a contributing factor for Chinese monarchy feudalism could last a history of thousands
of years. In every dynasty, the military might of ethnic minorities around the border
were all powerful. They continuously invaded mainland and even several times occupied
most part of Chinese territory. But after entering the mainland, it seemed, they were
inevitably assimilated by and dissolved in Chinese nationality. It seemed to be a sure
thing that Chinese ancient culture would also be stopped and broken up in the midway,
in case of without the superiority of the lofty and brilliant old civilization.

The all essays were short, so I should pay more attention to highlight the essentials,
and avoid innocuous details. I also stressed on my simple, plain and vivid style of
writing in a hope making profound culture more clear and understandable.



The chapters were written both in English and Chinese. For many Chinese people,
the interesting stories in the book could also improve their knowledge about their own
country’s cultural heritages, especially for high school students, the book could avail
them as extracurricular reading materials. And for foreigners, because the English
versions were more concise and popular than Chinese, the book could make easier
read for them. But, the book could still help them get enough know-how about Chinese
cultural traditions.

Zhou Ji  2009. 7
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