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Unit 1 Education &

Reading A
Boy Genius

By Walter Isaacson

When Albert Einstein arrived in America at age 54, pulling into New York harbor on the ocean liner
Westernland on October 17, 1933, an official greeting committee was waiting for him. Einstein and his
entourage, however, were nowhere to be found.

Abraham Flexner, director of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, was
obsessed with shielding his celebrity professor from publicity@®. So he’d sent a tugboat to spirit the great
man away from the Westernland as soon as it cleared quarantine®. His hair poking out from a wide-
brimmed black hat, Einstein surreptitiously disembarked onto the tug, which ferried him and his party to
lower Manhattan, where a car would whisk them to Princeton. “All Dr. Einstein wants is to be left in
peace and quiet,” Flexner told reporters.

Actually, Einstein also wanted a newspaper and ice cream cone. As soon as he checked into
Princeton’s Peacoke Inn, he walked over to a newsstand, bought a newspaper and chuckled at the
headlines about his mysterious whereabouts. Then he emd a local ice cream parlor and ordered a cone.
The waitress making change for hinr declazed, “This one goes in my memory book. ”

Winner of the Nobel Prize in 19‘21(&'.his contribution to theoretical physics, Einstein was given an
office at the institute. He was aské&'\ilhat equipment he needed. “A desk or table, a chair, paper and
pencils,” he replied. “Oh, and a large wastebasket, so I can throw away all my mistakes. ”

He and Elsa, his wife, rented a house and settled into life in Princeton. He liked the fact that
America, despite its inequalities of wealth and racial injustices, was more of a meritocracy than Europe
®. “What makes the new arrival devoted to this country is the democratic trait among the people,” he
would later marvel, *No one humbles himself before another person. ”

The lack of stifling traditions, he notes, encouraged more of the sort of creativity he’d relished as a
student in Europe, where his constant questipning of established wisdom led to the special theory of
relativity, as well as the best-known equatior in all of physics: E=mc’. @ Einstein, however, 'was no
Einstein when he was a child. )

Growing up in Munich, Germagy, the first of two children of Hermann and Pauline Einstein, he
was slow in learning how to talk. #My parents were so worried,” he recalled, “that they comsulted a
doctor. ’

Even whan he began using words after age two, he developed a quuk that prompted his sursemaid
to dub him the dopey one. “Every sentence he uttered, no matter how routine,” recalled his younger
sister, Maja, #he repeated to himself softly, moving his lips. ” His slow develomnt was cortibined with
a cheeky rebelliousness toward authority, which led one German schookmaster .ta.send. him packing.
Another declared that Einstein would never amount thmuch@ s

“When | ask mysglf-fow it happened that dlscovewé the relativity theory. I; od ta lie in the
following circuthistance,” Einstein later explained. “The aydinary adult never b “hend about the
problems of space and time only when I was already grown up. I probed mone into the problem
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than an ordinary child would have. ”

Encouraged by his genial father, who ran a family business, and his music-loving mother, Einstein
spent hours working on puzzles and building towers with boys. “Persistence and tenacity were part of his
character,” his sister remarked.

Once, when Einstein was sick in bed as a preschooler, his father brought him a compass. Einstein
later remembered being so excited as he examined its mysterious powers that he trembled and grew old.
The magnetic needle behaved as if influenced by a hidden force field, rather than through a mechanical
method of touch or contact. “Something deeply hidden had to be behind things,” he said. *

He marveled at magnetic fields, gravity, inertia and light beams. He retained the ability to hold two
thoughts in his mind simultaneously, to be puzzled when they conflicted and to delight when he saw an
underlying unity. “People like you and me never grow old,” he wrote a friend years later, when never
cease to stand like curious children before the great mystery into which we were born.

Contrary to widespread belief, Einstein excelled at math. By the age of 13, “he already had a
predilection for solving problems in applied arithmetic,” his sister recalled. An uncle, Jakob Einstein, an
engineer, introduced him to the joys of algebra, calling it a “merry science,” and whenever Einstein
triumphed, he “was overcome with happiness. ”

At age 15, Einstein left Germany for northern Italy, where his parents relocated their business, and
at 16, he wrote his first essay on theoretical physics. Einstein’s discovery of special relativity, after he
graduated from the Zurich Polytechnic in 1900, involved an intuition based on intellectual as well as
personal experience. He developed the theory starting in 1905, after taking a job at the Swiss pétent
office. But his theory was not fully accepted until 1919, when observations made during a solar eclipse
confirmed his prediction of how much the gravity of the sun would bend light beams.

“Lights All Askew in the Heavens,” The New York Times headlined. “Men of Science More or Less
Agog Over Results of Eclipse Observations. Einstein Theory Triumphs. ”

At age 40, 1919, Einstein was suddenly world-famous. He was also married to Elsa, his second
wife, and was the father of two sons from his first marriage. By spring 1921, his exploding global fame
led to a grand two-month procession through parts of the United States, evoking mass frenzy. The world
had never seen such a scientific celebrity superstar.

Dozens of reporters and cameramen fushed aboard his ship. “I can’t.do that,” Einstein protested
when told he should lead a press conference. . “It’s like undressing in public. ” But he could, and he did.
After posing for pictures, he held a press briefing with all the wit and charm of a big-city mayor. When
a reporter asked for one-sentence description of the theory of relativity, Einstein replied, “All my life 1
have been trying to get it in one sentence!” But he gave a simple overview: “It’s a theory of space and
time as far as physics is concerned which leads to a theory of gravitation. ”

A reporter asked Elsa if she understood relativity. “Oh, no,” she replied. “It is not necessary to my
happiness. ”

Later that week, some 10,000 spectators gathered outside the city hall to hear speeches. Einstein
got a. “tumultuous greeting. ” As he left, “he was lifted to the shoulders of his colleagues in the
automobile,” New York Evening Post reported, “which passed through a roar of cheering voices. ”

On April 25, Einstein paid a visit to the White House to meet with President Warren G. Harding.
Afterward he attended a reception at the National Academy of Sciences, where he listened to long,
boring speeches. As the evemng droned on, he turned to a Dutch diplomat and said, “I’ve:just developed
a new theory of eternity..”. .

In Hartford 4 Com:’leetlcutm.iS 000 spectators lined his parade route. In Cleveland, several thousand
thronged the Union: train.depéts’-and a cadre of Jewish war veterans in uniform led a parade of 200
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honking horns.

Einstein loved America, appreciating that its bursts of exuberance were the result of freedom and
individualism. In March 1933, with Hitler in power in Germany, Einstein realized he could no longer live
in Europe. By that fall, he’d settled in Princeton, and by 1940, he was a naturalized citizen, proud to
call himself an American.

His first Halloween living in this country, Einstein disarmed some astonished trick-or-treaters®) by
serenading them at the door with his violin. At Christmas, when members of a local church came by to
sing carols, he stepped outside, borrowed a violin and merrily accompanied them.

Einstein soon acquired an image, which grew into a near legend, of being a kindly professor,
distracted at times but unfailingly sweet, who rarely combed his hair or wore socks. “I’ve reached an age
when, if somebody tells me to wear socks, I don’t have to,” he told some local children.

He had also adapted to the role Elsa played, that of a wife who could be both doing and demanding.
He gave in to her nagging that he smoked too much, and on Thanksgiving bet her that he would be able
to abstain from his pipe until the New Year.

When she boasted of this to friends, Einstein grumbled, “I am no longer a slave to my pipe, but I
am a slave to that woman. ” He kept his word, but “he got up at daylight on New Year’s morning, and
he hasn’t had his pipe out of his mouth except to eat and sleep,” Elsa reported.

The greatest source of friction for him came from Flexner’s desire to protect him from publicity.
Einstein once sent a letter with his return address as “Concentration Camp(®, Princeton. ” He proposed
ending his relationship with the institute if the meddling continued. Finally Einstein won his battle.
Every day he’d shuffle freely from his house on Mercer Street to his office.

He once helped a 15-year-old student, Henry Rosso, with a journalism class. Rosso’s teacher had
offered a top grade to anyone scoring an interview with the scientist, so Rosso showed up at the Einstein
home, only to be rebuffed at the door. The milkman gave him a tip: Einstein walked a certain route each
morning at 9:30. Rosso snuck out of school and accosted him.

But the student, flummoxed, didn’t know what to ask. So Einstein suggested questions about
math. “I discovered that nature was constructed in a wonderful way, and our task is to find out (its)
mathematical structure,” Einstein explained about his own education. “It is a kind of faith that helped me
through my whole life. ”

The interview earned Henry Rosso an A.

(F¥:1,655 3% B : Reader’s Digest, May 2007)

Vocabulary

entourage n. FM

tughoat n. EHE, HH
quarantine n. &% ,{H
surreptitiously adj. % #
disembark v. T, F &l
whisk v. STiERX,REBZ
chuckle v. W& Hi %

‘parlor n. JEENE,2FZE
inequality n. RP-%
meritocracy n. JFREFHMI S
marvel v. W8 A

stifling adj. & ANZEB K, UK

relish v. M- BBRR, EE
quirk n. PEEF '

dub v. BFHG M4
dopey adj. &W,RHEK
rebelliousness n. & ¥
tenacity adj. B

inertia n. i, 1RE
predilection n. Eif

algebra n. Q¥

intuition n. EH %

eclipse n. (H.H)Mh

askew adj. ERH



agog adj. MEH, MUK serenade v. HE/PE
frenzy n. WIE carol n. X#ERK
celebrity n. 4 A abstain v. (. )
briefing »n. R, (FHEDERHL friction n. BEHE
tumultuous adj. B meddle v. FRE
eternity n. KA shuffle v. B EFHE
throng v. BEHE ' journalism n. 2
train depot n. K ¥, rebuff v. [E]48

cadre n. B.L¥F, B TR accost v. FTHFE, %
exuberance n. W .S EFH flammox v. {#i8&
Notes

(O Abraham Flexner, director of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, was
obsessed with shielding his celebrity professor from publicity.
T 3« 7 7 TG AN 89 3 BR3UT U1 96 R B 95 B B € Abraham Flexner —E W M@ A E H, Rik X %
2 B BB T AR A R AR O e,
be obsessed with: 32 B, LH AT
shield. . . from {4, @ F

® So he'd sent a tugboat to spirit the great man away from the Westernland as soon as it cleared
quarantine.
3L BT LA Westernland 5 —RBE 52 bR T —REMBHEILTARAEHAYERET.
spirit away : ¥ A ML BR M M #bHF £ . B 40 : The secret documents in the municipal archives had been
spirited away. (WEREREFHIEXHBERABHFET D
Westernland 2 #7 = — @M L F

® He liked the fact that America, despite its inequalities of wealth and racial injustices, was more of a
meritocracy than Europe.
B REXEFERBEA PSR EERY XA ERER, SKWHEL . XEEAEFE LR —
MEEEEHEX.
be more of | ERKBE LI, EEH

@ E=mc": XA RER EFEFE R ENREARELSTHEE, Xt EMEYy — EE.
KE.FEMETHNE, REREENSEREEEWNE)I T/ BIFIBNEEELHFEESR, A
BF4UANMARELR . ZERRRTFZEARTYELRMNBRE M RE, XMEEERT
—ANEEZHAR:E=mc’, XR—-THEARXN EXFRER.CERAAE nm BERFAEE. EREn K
BHYRFTFEENERNBBEESTmRCHFEY.

® Another declared that Einstein would never amount to much.
B A -EZBRKAFEREZEAFBEREEREER.
amount to much. FEE#, TAE, EHHTEH EH. M. His money doesn’t amount to much
alongside of billionaire’s. (iR SZ AT BEHHEL KL T )

trick-or-treater . R FIERBEE BI XN EFMNREZFERRSILY . MR EERBER—
HEHXAA .

@ concentration camp: £ HE., RN BEERSH T RITEPE, HTHEBRL. RPN
KA. BRHARPFEOAN BEZIXRPHUR . SR ER. RETNEEER. ZENE
HEERAFRERTEREFE”, Ut ERTERREFH RSO FRPOES.
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Exercises

1L

. T would suggest you make more of effort to address this issue or you may develop a bad image to the

5.

Reading Comprehension

. When Albert Einstein arrived in Ameri¢a on October 17, 1933,

A. he was given a warm welcome by thousands of American people.
B. dozens of reporters and cameramen rushed aboard his ship.
C. no one knew where he had gone.

D. he mysteriously left for Princeton.

. Einstein was devoted to the United States because

A. American people were all equal both economically and racially.
B. there were more people who had superior intellectual status.
C. it had social equality and respect for the individual.

D. he was encouraged to develop the theory of relativity.

It can be inferred from the article that Einstein was years old, when he graduated from the
Zurich Polytechnic. '

A. 15 B. 21 C. 26 D. 19

According to the article, all of the following statements are true EXCEPT that A.

Einstein’s wife Elsa was strict with him.
B. Einstein was somewhat childish
C. When he was a child, Einstein was much cleverer than other children.

D. Einstein was proud to be an American because of its abundance.

. According to the article, which statement is NOT true?

A. Einstein was able to weigh conflicting ideas with a view to the resolution of their contradictions.
B. Most people believe that Einstein was an excellent mathematician.

C. At age 40, 1919, Einstein was suddenly world-famous because his theory was fully accepted.
D. Einstein didn’t want to be protected from publicity.

Error Identification

B C D
public.

. For the past five years relations between the two neighboring countries hadn’t amount to much.

A C D

. The freckles over her pink cheeks are an added attraction other than otherwise.

A B C D

. Compensation committees, partly to shield themselves for lawsuits, are hiring consultants to evaluate

B C D
employment contracts. :

However , due to his deteriorating health, the doctor has had to order him to abstain cigar and beer.
A B C D

II1. Translate the Following Sentences into Chinese

1.

The magnetic needle behaved as if influenced by a hidden force field, rather than through a mechanical
method of touch or contact.

He retained the ability to hold two thoughts in his mind simultaneously, to be puzzled when they
conflicted and to delight when he saw an underlying unity. :

. Finstein loved America, appreciating that its bursts of exuberance were the result of freedom and

individualism.
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4. He gave in to her nagging that he smoked too much, and on Thanksgiving bet her that he would be
able to abstain from his pipe until the New Year.

Reading B
I Remember Alan(D)

By Dan Seligman
In the tsunami of reporting on Alan Greenspan’s retirement from the Fed @), it is possibly worth
recalling the time, half a century ago, when he was making waves in a much smaller world.

Alan Greenspan once worked for me. I have managed to casually drop that detail into numerous
conversations over the years, but, truth to tell, I was never completely certain it was true—until the
other day. I checked with Alan, and he supports my memory. As crisply stated by the person news
accounts keep calling “the most powerful man in the world”: “I was essentially working under your
leadership. ”

Not that I was delivering a whole lot of leadership in 1953-54, the period in question. I was a callow
writer at Fortune. We were then toiling over a 12-part series called “The Changing American Market”—
an attempt to understand and quantify the utterly transformed world of the postwar consumer.

What made this exercise memorable was the magazine’s huge investment in economics and statistics,
which generated an avalanche of data that went far beyond what the Commerce Department was then
publishing. Part of that investment was Alan Greenspan, one of several economic consultants brought in
for the project. In the Fortune hierarchy this made him a “researcher,” and therefore subordinate to the
writers. The memory I take away from those years is of a young man who came across as a truly nice guy
even while always seeming to be quite sure of himself.

Greenspan had taken a roundabout route to economics. His first enthusiasm was music, and instead
of going to a real college, he attended the Juilliard School, the conservatory in New York City. In 1944,
at age 17, he dropped out of Juilliard to play the saxophone in a traveling'dance band. Although not yet
old enough to be drafted, he was already a dues-paying member of the American Federation of
Musicians, whose president, James Petrillo, was notorious for his efforts to prevent union members from
making recordings. (Petrillo viewed phonograph records as a “mechanization” that reduced job
opportunities for musicians. ) ’

Greenspan has always spoken fondly of this period and proudly of his union membership. He says he
was a good amateur musician, but it gradually sank in that he was not in the same league as some of the
other guys. A defining experience was playing next to Stan Getz, a tenor saxophonist whose recordings
are still sought by aficionados.

Pretty soon the future Fed chairman was sitting apart from the other band members between sets.
While they were relaxing with what were then called reefers, he was off in a corner reading economics
and teaching himself mathematics. By the end of 1945 he was studying economics at the New York
University School of Commerce.

Why economics? The answer seems to be that his father was a stockbroker.

Greenspan graduated from NYU in 1948. Within the next few years he got a master’s degree from
NYU, started work on a doctorate at Columbia University, worked at the National Industrial Conference
Board, ® started getting assignments at Fortune, became a follower of Ayn Rand@® and a partner of
Townsend-Greenspan, a financial consulting company. Two events during this period seem especially
notable, and both involved what appeared to be serious setbacks.

The first setback was his failure to complete the thesis needed for his Ph. D. at Columbia. He
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dropped out of the Ph. D. program in 1951, telling himself and his thesis adviser that he wasn't really
dropping out—but would instead continue to work on the project while earning a living. He never did
finish the thesis, however, and one has to wonder what his adviser thought of all this. The adviser was
Arthur M. Burns, who, like his wayward doctoral candidate, later became chairman of the Federal
Reserve Board.

It is also unclear what Burns thought about NYU’s decision to give Greenspan a Ph. D. without a
formal thesis. This came about in 1977, after Greenspan had won high marks as chairman of the Council
of Economic Advisers® in the Nixon and Ford administrations.

The second setback took place at Fortune: The magazine considered offering a permanent position to
Greenspan—and then decided against it. To this day it is not entirely clear who made the decision, or
why it was made, or whether it had any long-run effect on the American economy.

As the Changing American Market series drew to a close in 1954, it became apparent that the
magazine’s economics operation would be permanently expanded.

The boss of this operation was a brilliant but eccentric man named Sanford S. Parker. Sandy had
also worked at the National Industrial Conference Board, which was where he first met Greenspan, and
he had recruited Alan to be a consultant on the series. Both of them had an affinity for mathematical
economics, and I once heard Sandy reach for his ultimate dithyrambic salute in speaking about Alan:
“He’s not afraid to get his hands dirty with the numbers. ” So, naturally, the question arose; Why not
offer this bright young guy a permanent place on the magazine?

But he wasn’t hired. Sandy’s explanation, which I heard from him repeatedly over the years, is that
he wanted to hire Alan but ran into resistance from Hedley Donovan—then the magazine’s managing
editor (and later editor in chief of all Time Inc. publications). The story was that Donovan agreed on the
need for at least one more economist on Sandy’s staff but was opposed to Greenspan. In Sandy’s
account, Hedley felt suspicious of Alan, whom he regarded as “t00 much of a know-it-all. ”® So Sandy
went for Todd May, the alternative candidate, a business forecaster and econometrician with
unimpeachable credentials.

Sandy died in 1980, and both Alan and I spoke at his memorial service. Todd May readily took over
the Fortune economics operation. Asked recently about the decision to hire him instead of Alan
Greenspan, Todd observed that it was the best thing that ever happened to both of them.

Some time after Sandy’s death I found myself reminiscing about all this with Hedley Donovan and
mentioned his decision to resist hiring Alan Greenspan. Hedley seemed startled by the notion that there
had been any such resistance. I went on to quote Sandy’s “know-it-all” explanation. This caused Hedley
to bellow with laughter and to vouchsafe his own explanation of what had happened.

In this version he had been pushing Sandy to hire Greenspan, and it was Sandy himself who
resisted. Hedley said it was obvious to him that Sandy fearfully viewed Alan as a potential competitor for
the chief economist job.

While confessing to all sorts of lingering uncertainties, I am inclined to go with this second version of
what happened. Despite his intellectual talents, Sandy Parker was a tower of neuroses. His phobias
prevented him from ever venturing more than several blocks from the East Side® apartment building in
which he resided. The Time & Life Building being outside his perimeter, he almost never made it to the
Fortune offices. So it is not much of a stretch to see him as instinctively fearful of Greenspan.

At the same time, it is hard to believe, in retrospect, that Alan Greenspan would have been all that
interested in Sandy’s job. While Sandy and Hedley were wrestling over the question of whether to bring
him onto the staff, Alan was taking on serious commitments with Townsend-Greenspan. @ By 1955 the

firm was a huge success, with rising revenues and a 40% profit margin. So there’s a good chance that if
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