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Silent Poems and Sound Paintings
Fang Shaozhong

Yunnan is a colourful land.Yunnan is a dream.Since the end of
1970s,groups of Yunnan painters,like bouquets of flowers and piles of
brocades,have been blooming on this colourful,dream-like land.Like bunches
of gorgeous flowers,the modern Yunnan enriched color painting blossoms
all over the country and suffuses an exquisite fragrance to the world.Like
a beautiful peacock,Yunnan engraving soars to great height,pouring in
reports of new victories.Oil painting and watercolour of Yunnan also arise
in our country.What's more,among the Yunnan painters,from whom many
great masters have appeared,a group of active painters have been cultivating
successfully and fruitfully in the field of traditional Chinese realistic
painting. They imitate the nature and integrate their life experience with
the changes of the nature in their works.They can observe what others
cannot and therefore can express themselves in unique ways and come up
to quite advanced standards in techniques and expressions of traditional
Chinese realistic painting as well as the artistic achievements of their
works.In order to demonstrate the painters' artistic achievements and open
a window for studying and appreciating the painters' works, twelve
painters' seventy—five masterpieces which are selected out of their thousands
of works are compiled into this album which is entitled “An Album of
Masterpieces of Yunnan's Traditional Chinese Realistic Painting” .Among
the twelve painters,except for Xiao Shiyin who belonged to the older
generation and passed away.all the others are young and middle—aged
painters who are still working diligently in their prime.These painters
have long been living on this magic and beautiful land,and even some of
them are natives of Yunnan.Most of their paintings draw materials from
famous trees and flowers,rare animals and birds,unique customs and habits
in Yunnan.Therefore,their works have a strong impression of local colours
and cultures.

Flower—and—bird traditional Chinese realistic painting is an important
part of traditional Chinese realistic painting.Excellent flower—and—-bird
traditional Chinese realistic paintings are not simple copies from life. They
are not simple portrayal of flowers and birds either.Painters should work
out the composition of a painting.Then they should display the commonly
seeing flowers and birds in a special surrounding.In creative techniques,they
should try to integrate similarity in form with similarity in spirit.In the
course of painting,while concentrating on exquisition,complexity,details
and accuracy,they should paint with the feelings of flowers and birds so
as to make a realm of roaming thought and to move the readers.Of the
flower—and—bird paintings in this album,the painters set up the commonly
seeing camellia,azalae,primula malacoide,peony,peacock,toucan,egret,silver

pheasant,golden pheasant,Alcedo atthis bengalensis and so on in the
surrounding of tropical rainforest,broken ridges.steep cliffs and wildness. They
may also place them in the place of deep courts,creek banks,bridgeheads
and branches etc.They combine exquisition and simplicity together in
their works,so as to create an artistic effect of stillness in motion and
motion in stillness.By showing the beauty of flowers and birds,they try to
arouse people's enthusiasm to protect eclolgical environment and the
nature,thus adding new spirit of the time to flower—and—bird traditional
Chinese realistic painting.

Some of the works in this album are about Yunnan's ethnic monorities'
lives.Guo Xi(1023-1085 A.D.).a great landscape painter of Song Dynasty,had
a brilliant exposition about landscape painting:“If you want to paint the
nature well,nothing is better than interest.diligence,immense travelling and
observation”(Guo Xi“Lin Quan Gao Zhi,A Lecture of Landscape Painting”)
.Guo Xi's exposition also has a directive function about how to paint the
minority theme well. That is,in order to paint the subject well,one should
go to the minority districts for “immense travelling and observation”
Quite a few authors of this album often go deep into minority villages to
paint from life and to learn minority people's practices,customs,costume
characteristics and cultural background.Therefore they have managed to
handle skillfully the choice of subject,artistic conception,composition and
aesthetic approach.With the help of the monority people's colorful costumes
and by understanding their spiritual home,the painters have created many
traditional Chinese realistic paintings which are full of monority culture
and typical local colours.Some works are not only very good in characters'
expressions,costumes,carefully drawn stage property but also good in
characters' living surrounding and description of general environment.The
painters also do very well in the relationship between colours and tasts
and the relationship between shapes and their rhythms.

In a word.,all the works in this album are Yunnan's modern
traditional Chinese realistic painters' masterpieces created in the past
decades.On the whole they may represent the general standard of Yunnan's
modern traditional Chinese realistic painting.Writing this line,I remember
a poem by Liu Siwan,a poet of Qing Dynasty,which reads:“A green hill is
a painted screen,a cove of blue water is a qin;Silent poems and sound
paintings.can be found along Tonglu River by searching.”We believe that
Yunnan's farsighted traditional Chinese realistic painters are sure to plunge
into the fast changing“river” of modern lives and create more and better
“silent poems and sound paintings”.so as to pay the colourful land where
we are brought up.
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