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Painting

Learning objectives

In this unit, you will learn how to

A talk about painting-related topics fluently.

A read more about famous paintings / painters efficiently.
A use noun clusters accurately.

A\ write a thank-you note in English appropriately.

Part1 Warm-up

1. Write down the words associated with the topic painting and then compare what you have written with
your partner.

2. Describe your favorite paintings / painters to your partner.

3. Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks with the information you hear.

Da Vinci was born in 1452 in Italy. He was an 1 painter. Two of his works, the Mona Lisa and The Last
Supper, are the most famous paintings of all 2 . Leonardo Da Vinci, was also one of the greatest 3  ever

to have lived. His sketches helped our world in many 4 . One, his scientific studies were recorded in his
sketchbook, and provided much information on flight, as well as other scientific areas. Second, Da Vinci
created excellent drawings of the human _ 5 . Leonardo da Vincidiedin _6 .Hewasa 7 of both of art
and science. Leonardo da Vinci was a man of “both” 8 .

ﬁ Partll In-focus:Read and Reflect

The Day the Mona Lisa Was Stolen

1 On Monday, August 21, 1911, the world’s most famous work of art, Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona
“Obstacles cannot crush me. Every obstacle yields to stern resolve.”

—Leonardo da Vinci
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Lisa, was stolen from the Louvre Museum in Paris. That morning, many museum employees noticed that the
painting was not in its usual place, but they thought the painting was taken off the wall by the official museum
photographer who was shooting pictures of it in his studio.

2 By Tuesday morning, when the painting hadn’t been returned and it was not in the photographer’s
studio, museum officials were told that the painting was gone.

3 The police came immediately. The museum was carefully searched from top to bottom. The only thing
a detective found was the heavy frame that once held the Mona Lisa. It was discovered in a staircase leading
to a cloakroom.

4 Once the news became public, French newspapers came up with several stories about the theft. One
newspaper declared that an American collector stole the work and would have an exact copy made. This
“collector” would then keep the original and “return” the copy. Another newspaper said that the entire incident
showed how easy it was to steal from the Louvre.

5 Many people were questioned about the theft—from museum employees to people who worked or lived
nearby. The police even questioned Pablo Picasso. Picasso had once bought two stone sculptures from a friend
named Pieret. Pieret had actually stolen these pieces from the Louvre months before the Mona Lisa was stolen.
Picasso thought that perhaps his friend might have also stolen the Mona Lisa.

6 To prove that he had nothing to do with the theft, Picasso had the sculptures given to a local newspaper
for their return to the museum. Picasso wished to keep it secret, but someone gave his name to the pohce After
questioning, the police believed that Picasso knew nothing about the theft of the Mona Lisa.

7 Luckily, the painting was found 27 months after it was stolen. An Italian man named Vincenzo Perugia
tried to sell the work to the Uffizi Gallery in Florence, Italy for $100 000. Perugia said he stole the work out
of patriotism. He didn’t think such a work by a famous Italian should be kept in France. What Perugia didn’t
realize was that although the Mona Lisa was probably painted in Italy, Leonardo took it with him to France and
sold it to King Francis I for 4 000 gold coins.

8 How did Perugia steal the Mona Lisa? He had spent Sunday night in the Louvre, hiding in a dark little
room. Monday morning, while the museum was closed, he entered the room where the painting was kept and
took it from the wall. In a staircase, he cut the painting from its frame. While trying to leave the building, he
came to a locked door. He took the doorknob off and put it in his pocket. He then walked out of the Louvre
with the most famous woman in history.

9 Interestingly enough, ten months before the painting was stolen, the Louvre decided to have all
masterpieces put under glass. Perugia was one of four men selected for the job. Police questioned Perugia after
the theft, but his easy-going, calm manner removed all doubts.

(507 words)

Words and Expressions

employee / im'ploii / n. a person who is paid to work for someone else [= worker] & R

usual /Yjuzzusl / a. the same as what happens &% &9, 18 ¥ ¢

photographer / fa'tografa / n. a person who takes photographs, especially as a professional or as an artist &% )7

shoot/ fu:t/v. deliberately kill or injure someone by using a gun #; take a photograph or make a film of
something #41%&

studio / 'stju:diou/ n. a room where a painter or photographer regularly works T3 57, & %



Unit One Painting

search / sa:tf / v. spend time looking for somebody or something 3 F, &K, B &
detective / di'tektiv / n. a police officer whose job is to discover information about crimes and catch criminals {55
frame / freim / n. a structure made of wood, metal, plastic, etc. that surrounds something such as a picture or
window 1E, ER _
staircase / 'steskeis / n. a set of stairs inside a building with its supports and the side parts that you hold on to 4%
cloakroom / 'klovkru:m / 7. a small room where you can leave your coats, bags, etc. for a time X ¥§ &34t
public / 'pablik / a. known to people in general A #j
theft / Beft / n. the crime of stealing something 4%}, #r %
declare / diklea/v: state officially and publicly that a particular situation exists or that something is true & A7, % 8§
copy / 'kopi/ n. something that is made to be exactly like another thing &4 v
original / a'ridzensl / n. a work of art or a document that is not a copy, but is the one produced by the writer or
artist B4, RAS
entire / in'taio / a. whole 4-#8#9, A 84
incident /'insidont / n. an event ¥4
question / 'kwestfon / v ask someone questions in order to get information about something, especially about
acrime #) ], & 4]
sculpture / 'skalpt{o/ n. an object made out of stone, wood, clay, etc. by an artist A%
gallery / 'gelori / n. a large building where people can see famous pieces of art (LKA SH#)) %7 %, &
YR, B Fr ’
patriotism / 'patriotizom / n. love of your country and willingness to defend it £ E3, & By
doorknob /'domob / n. 11325
masterpiece / 'ma:stopiis / n. a work of art, a piece of writing or music etc. that is the best that a particular
artist, writer etc. has produced X% 4, A4, 2%
select /si'lekt / v. pick or choose 4%, Beik, itk
easy-going / 'i:zigouir) / a. relaxed and happy to accept things without worrying or getting angry M{A=#3, RIER I
manner /'mana/ n. the way that somebody behaves and speaks towards other people %k, & &
remove /ri'mu:v /v, get rid of something so that it does not exist any longer M3, it#4%, ik
doubt/daut/n. afeeling of being not sure whether something is true or right 1158, & &
from top to bottom i _L%|F, &k
lead to i), F3
come up with 32, A8
have nothing to do with % ------ £ %
Kkeep it secret #%%
know about %%, T #
outofsth. (ZF=EH) BH, hF
- remove all doubts 4 irse

RZCEATLIES

the Mona Lisa / ‘mouna'lizso, -zo /  (ZEWEISY (X - FAFEHZ L 4 KH)

Leonardo da Vinci/ lisuna:dou do vintfi/ ML « 3% » FHF (BAFTEHMNBINESR)
Louvre Museum / lutvr, Tuivs mju(z)ziom/ Sy2 & (EEZABYME)

Pablo Picasso/ ‘pzblou pikesou/ B % « Nk (AHFZLES, BHHIARLERE)
the Uffizi Gallery S3E%ERE (BAFIBRXHERE
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Florence / 'flocrons / P08 (BAFE LK)
Paris / ‘paris/ PR GEEE#)

Online Resources

http: / / en.wikipedia.org / wiki / Mona_Lisa
http: / / www.ibiblio.org / wm / paint / auth / vinci / joconde /

Text Comprehension

I . Answer the following questions.
1. When was Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa stolen?
2. How did the museum employees think when they noticed that the painting was not in its usual place?
3. There are various rumors about the theft of the Mona Lisa. Describe one or two of them.
4. Why did the police question Pablo Picasso?
5. Who stole the Mona Lisa? Did the police question him after the theft? Why did he do it? What do you
think of his behavior? Do you think it is an act of patriotism?

I . Decide, according to Text A, whether the following statements are true or false.
1. When the museum employees found the Mona Lisa was not hanging on the wall, they called the police
immediately.
2. The Mona Lisa was recovered in Italy two years after it was stolen from the Louvre.
3. The Mona Lisa was once sold to the King of France.
4. The Mona Lisa was stolen by a former employee of the Louvre.
5. The man who stole the Mona Lisa planned to return it to Italy.

II. Decide which of the following best states the author’s purpose of writing.
A. To describe the mysterious smile of Mona Lisa.
B. To tell the story of the theft of the Mona Lisa from the Louvre in 1911.
C.To explai;l what makes Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa so popular.
D. To argue that the man who stole the Mona Lisa was clever.

Exercises

I . Recite the following paragraph.

On Monday, August 21, 1911, the world’s most famous work of art—Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa—
was stolen from the Louvre Museum in Paris. That morning, many museum employees noticed that the
painting was not in its usual place. But, they thought the painting was taken off the wall by the official museum
photographer who was shooting pictures of it in his studio.

I . Vocabulary
Section A. Explain the italicized part in each sentence in your own words.
1. The painting was gone.
2. The museum was carefully searched from top to bottom.

3. Once the news became public, French newspapers came up with several stories about the theft.
4. Picasso wished to keep it secret.
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5. His easy-going, calm manner removed all doubts.

Section B. Complete the following sentences with the words or expressions from Text A. Change the form if
necessary.

1. I’ll keep a copy of the contract, and give you the

2. He found someone sit in the dining room.

3. She spent all day cleaning the house for our party tonight.

4. It is such an unusual that everyone wants to have a look at it.
5. Our manager’s an person; she never gets angry.

Section C. Choose the proper word or expression in the table to fill in the blank in each of the following
sentences. Change the form if necessary.

patriotism  spend detective question return out of declare masterpiece I

1. The Starry Night is one of Vincent van Gogh ’s

2. We were digging by the roadside; many passers-by stopped to look at us curiosity.
3. Two men have been arrested and

4, We are all deeply moved by his ;

5. She that she didn’t want to see him again.

6. the book immediately to the library as soon as you finish it.

7. The company hired a private to investigate the accident.

8. We’ll have to the night in a hotel.

II. Translation
Section A. Put the following sentences into Chinese.
1. The pilot’s calm manner eased the passengers’ fears.
2. There is no doubt that he is qualified for the job.
3. To know everything is to know nothing.
4. All roads lead to Rome.
5. We sold the car to them for 3 000 dollars.

Section B. Put the following sentences into English, using the words, expressions or structures from Text A.
1. (FFWH) XFEEXZMHF LRHERXKHERKZ—. (work of art)
2. MEBEAERTHHERBE AR . (remove one’s fear)
3. A i) K 2308 5 A BT = IRFEE K . (have nothing to do with)
4 X—HEHEZ9ORIIAA AT TAX. (become public)
5. HARA N REXTRE I R 4838 1 — 9 A ARAIA#RE . (come up with)

Getting to Know Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa

1 If you know only one painting in the world, it’s probably the Mona Lisa. Her mysterious smile draws
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about 6 million visitors to the Louvre Museum in Paris every year. Leonardo painted the Mona Lisa over a
period of about four years, starting in 1503. He worked slowly, and the sitter posed for him many times. The
portrait immediately brought him fame within Italy.

2 Unlike many other painters of the time, Leonardo didn’t sign or date the portrait or tell who the sitter
was. It has long been debated who the woman in the portrait was. Was it Leonardo’s mother? A society figure?
- Lisa Gherardini, the wife of a family friend of the Da Vinci’s? A Florentine prostitute? A self-portrait of
Leonardo?

3 The most probable person was Lisa Gherardini, the lovely wife of a Florentine silk merchant and
famous politician. Leonardo painted Lisa when she was 24 years old; she went on to become a good wife and
the mother of five kids. Leonardo’s biographer, Giorgio Vasari guessed the woman was Lisa in 1550, but his
opinion was never accepted by people.

4 A few years ago, experts described Lisa’s smile by using the word mysterious. If you stare long and
hard at Leonardo’s portrait of the Mona Lisa, you’ll notice how she smiles at you — and how quickly her smile
flickers and disappears. People have come up with different theories about her mysterious face.

5 She was pregnant.

6 She had some sort of facial nerve disease.

7 She was an unhappy wife who was ill-treated by her alcoholic husband.

8 She’s really playing a joke on you — the real subject is Leonardo himself, and he’s trying not to laugh.

9 Of course, not everybody buys these theories. Now scientists have some more scientific explanations.
A Harvard scientist believes Lisa’s changing expression.is due to the way your eyes and brain process
information. Another theory for Mona Lisa’s mysterious smile has to do with lighting. Anyway, the research in
this area continues,

(315 words)

Words and Expressions

probably / 'probsb(a)li / ad. used to say that something is likely to happen, likely to be true, etc. JLFHE,
RTHE, KAt

mysterious / mis'tiarios / a. difficult to explain or understand AFHLEY

draw /dro: /v make pictures; attract someone or make them want to do something & &, v§ 3|

sitter / 'sits / n. a person who sits or stands while someone else paints them or photographs them #&4%

pose / pauz /v, sit or stand in a particular position in order to be photographed or painted (&%, %)
EIF LW

fame / feim / n. the state of being known about by a lot of people because of your achievements % B, A%

sign / sain/ v. write one’s name on % %

date / deit / v write or print the date on something Z% B 41, 5 - g #§

debate / di'beit / v. discuss something; argue about something i+, #36

Florentine / 'florentain / a. of or relating to or characteristic of the city of Florence # % 4% ¢4

prostitute / 'prostitju:t / n. someone, especially a woman, who earns money by having sex with people &%

self-portrait / 'selfpo:treit / n. a portrait of yourself created by yourself # &4

merchant / ‘'ma:tfont/ n. a businessperson %A

biographer / bai'sgrsfs / n. someone who writes an account of a person’s life 4#&4t3e%

flicker /'fliks /v. (alightora flame) keep going on and off as it shines or bums Nk, £ 1825
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alcoholic / ®lko'ho:lik / a. relating to alcohol or containing alcohol A-/E#k&%; caused by drinking alcohol
DR EAR A
n BEE, BR
buy /bai /v. Here, it means believe something that someone tells you, especially when it is not likely to be true
WX, AT (LB RKTHRME)
process / pro'ses / v. (brain) deal with information T, &2 (43.8.)
lighting / 'laitiy) / 7. the arrangement or the type of light in a place #& 9, *T%
pose for CH &M%, #&H) BFEH
bring sb. fame %A% k% F
goontodosth. (RRXFZE) BAMS—HF
stare at AT & A&, AL, &AL
play a joke on sb. RE XA, RAFILE
dueto B, & F
have to do with sb. / sth. 5XA/XEH %

EZCEALLIES

Italy / 'itoli / B K F|

Lisa Gherardini W75 « #h/RiEE (B F40#% B R Francesco del GiocondofjEF)
Lisa / li:zo, laiza / T3S (& 4Z)

Online Resources

http: / / www.dummies.com / WileyCDA / DummiesArticle / Getting-to-Know-Da-Vinci-s-Mona-Lisa.id-3197.html
http: / / en.wikipedia.org / wiki / Mona_Lisa
http: / / www.livescience.com / history / 071018-mona-lisa.html

Text Comprehension

I . Answer the following questions.
1. What makes the Mona Lisa the most famous piece of art in the world?
2. How long did it take Leonardo da Vinci to paint the Mona Lisa?
3. According to the passage, what are the possible identities of Mona Lisa?
4. How would you describe Mona Lisa’s smile?
5. People have come up with different theories about Mona Lisa’s smile. List some of them.

II. Decide, according to Text B, whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Leonardo da Vinci finished the Mona Lisa in 1503.
2. Mona Lisa’s smile has puzzled millions of art lovers for centuries.
3. Through the ages people have tried to explain Mona Lisa’s smile.
4. Some people believe that the Mona Lisa is a self-portrait of Leonardo da Vinci.
5. Even today, the study of Mona Lisa has not stopped.

Exercises

I . Vocabulary
Section A. Match the word in column A with the definition or similar word in column B.
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1. sitter a. attract someone or make them want to do something
2. mysterious  b. look at something or someone for a long time
3. draw c. difficult to explain or understand
4, stare d. someone who is important or famous in some way
5. buy €. someone who writes an account of another person’s life
6. figure f. a businessman
7. portrait g. artist’s model

8. biographer  h. discuss
9. merchant i. a painting of a person’s face
10. debate J- believe something that someone tells you, especially when it is not likely to be true

Section B. Choose the proper word or expression in the table to fill in the blank in each of the following
sentences. Change the form if necessary.

L draw due to fame come up with accept sign ill-treat unlikej

1. The team’s success was largely her efforts.

2. She went to Hollywood in search of and fortune,

3. It is generally that smoking is harmful to our health.
4. The street accident a big crowd.

5. She her name to the document.

6. Those orphans were with no enough food and clothes.
7. She a new idea for increasing sale.

8. his brother, he has a good sense of humor.

. Translation
Put the following sentences into English, using the words and expressions Jirom Text B.
L HTE, Vgt fELER.
2. KRALR, Afi1—E#B7E %1605 38518 M 5 i3,
3. ATEMENERBAILFITHN.
4 EWMPRERA “FRFEHN” .
5. XIUKHRE M1k 42 7

II. Cloze

You have certainly seen the Mona Lisa before. A woman _1 aslight smile 2  her face, her hands
crossed over her stomach, sits in front of a strange and beautiful landscape looking straight 3 you. This little
painting on wood, by Leonardo da Vinci, is the most famous piece of art in the world. One reason
4 this is its great mystery. No one knows for sure _ 5 Mona Lisa really was. Da Vinci kept a diary of all
his other portrait sittings, 6  he never wrote down who posed 7 the Mona Lisa. Some people believe
it was a woman that da Vinci knew. The actual “Mona Lisa” was a Florentine lady 8 most people believe
to have been the model, but there is no definite proof of this. Some people believe the model was a young boy
who is dressed _ 9 a woman. But perhaps the most interesting theory is that the painting is a self-portrait.
Some people say that there is a strong resemblance ( #1010 _ the eyes, nose, and mouth of Leonardo da
Vinci’s self-portrait and the Mona Lisa’s face.
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Part [l Listening and Speaking

Section A Listening in: Meeting People

i. Listen to a dialogue and decide whether the statement you hear is true or false.
1. The conversation most likely takes place in the street.

2. The conversation probably takes place in the afternoon.

3. The possible relationship between Tom and Michael is professor and student.
4. Tom and Michael haven’t seen each other for a long time.

5. Michael works for a travel agency.

ii. Listen to a passage and fill in the blanks with the information you hear. ‘

Picasso, the famous Spanish painter, was born in 1881. His father wasan___1 _ teacher. Picasso began to
2 very early. He was admitted to the Royal Academy of Art at the age of 3 . After 1900, he spent much
time in Paris, living there from 1904 to 1947, when he moved to the south of France.

Throughout his _ 4 _, Picasso moved from styleto 5 with ease. He practiced sculpture, illustrated
books and also showed great 6 _in pottery design and other fields of art.

Picasso produced a great number of drawings during his __ 7 . No later artist of the school of Paris has
__8 him in international influence.

Picasso is generally considered to be the top __9___ in 20th century French art. His paintings are now

10 in leading European and American galleries.

Section B Speaking out

i. Practice role-play with your partner based on the dialogue you hear in Section A, changing the
information into your own.

ii. Group work: Guess who they are based on the information given below.

1) He is a Chinese painter who lived a very long life, crossing two centuries, from 1864 to 1957. He
is not only good at painting, but also good at making poems and sculpture. He is known for his paintings of
flowers, birds and shrimps.

2) He is an Italian painter who lived during the 15th and 16th century. He is well known for his works
like the Last Supper and Mona Lisa. Besides, he is also a sculptor, architect, engineer and scientist.

3) He is a Spanish painter who was born in 1881, and died in 1973. He is considered the best known and
most influential painter of this century. It was he who developed the style of painting known as cubism, which
led to a dramatic revolution in art. But many people say it is not easy to understand his paintings.

4) He was born in Holland in 1853, and was regarded as a post-impressionist painter and one of the
most famous artists of all time. He killed himself when he was only 37, but he produced almost nine hundred
paintings and over a thousand watercolors and drawings during his short life. Some of his most famous
paintings include Starry Night, Sunflowers and The Potato Eaters. Today, a painting by him sells for more than
$80 million. But while he was alive, no one wanted to buy his work. During his brief career he had sold only
one painting. ' '



