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Lesson

A puma at large
106 08 1Y) 3 B i

=

Part 1 i@ #% it

% Pumasare large, cat-like animals which are found in America.

EMMB—FET B, =FEN,

O ZHRP BRI N EE, —RARAAEEEET
MR MZFRZHT, ARG GEEMND EEEBETF
ZHEZ)E .

(2) large, cat-like ¥E N AT B & & &4 17 animal, T which are
found in America & —A BB, 1E/E BEE, BT
animal, AR animal 5 R animals,

2 in the possession of 34------ff%
0 : The keys are in the possession of the caretaker.
LR E R THAR,

Part2 RS RE

Although man has known asbestos for many hundreds of years, it
was not until 160 years ago that it was mined for the first time on the
North American continent. H. W. Johns, owner of a New York City
Supply Shop for roofers, was responsible for the opening of that first
mine.

Mr. Johns was given a piece of asbestos which had been found in
Italy. He experimented with the material and then showed its

.1.
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surprising powers to his customers. After putting on a pair of asbestos
gloves, which looked much like ordinary work gloves, he took red-hot
coals from the fireplace and played with them in his hands. How
astonished the customers were to discover that he was not burned at
all. You can well imagine that he had increasing business in asbestos
roofing materials. However, because it was very expensive to
transport (carry) them from Italy to the United States, Mr.Johns
sent out a young scientist to seek a source nearer home. This young
man found great vein, in the province of Quebec in Canada.

Ever since 1881 Quebec has led the world in the production of
this unusual mineral, which is made up of magnesium, silicon, iron,
and oxygen. When it is mined, the asbestos is heavy, just as you
would expect a mineral to be. When it is separated, a strange thing
happens; the rock breaks down into fine, soft, soapy fibres.

Scientists do not know why the rock can be separated easily into
threads, but they have found thousands of uses of this fireproof
material, of the so-called “cloth of stone”.

1RACER
1. responsible /ri'sponsebl/ adj. & sfeeeee i
2. fibre /'faibo/ n. &4

REBEEXNE, EREBER
1. Which title best expresses the main idea of this passage?

A. Asbestos mined in Canada. B. Fireproof matter.

C. A “wonder” mineral. D. A new roofing material.
2. Johns proved his ability as a salesman by :

A. going into roofing business

B. carrying asbestos from Italy

C. sending a trained scientist

D. showing the use of asbestos gloves

3. Which is the most important character of asbestos that the author
wants to show us?

A. It is like thread. B. It feels soapy.
L] 2 L]



Lesson 1 A puma at large #kiERg2= M5 Il

C. It burns easily. D. It is unusually heavy.
4. The author’s main purpose in writing this passage was to

A. show the need for more scientists

B. compare asbestos with other minerals

C. increase the sales of asbestos

D. present facts about asbestos

| X558

1. C XEFERNMBAMOHTEM, FUET C hRESE,

2. D R “After putting on a pair of asbestos gloves, ... took red-
hot coals from the fireplace and played with them in his hands” ]
R, AR SR B TR R R R P B . BUE R D,

3. A H “When it is separated, a strange thing happens; the rock
breaks down into fine, soft, soapy fibres” & “Scientists do not
know why the rock can be separated easily into thread” B] L4k K
HERRA A,

4. D WMEXHFLUEHREES XECERFIHRRELTE .

Part 3 BHi@iE

A characteristic of American culture that has become almost a
tradition is to respect the self-made man — the man who has risen to
the top through his own efforts, usually beginning by working with his
hands. While the leader in business or industry or the college
professor occupies a higher social position and commands greater
respect in the community than the common laborer or even the skilled
factory worker, he may take pains to point out that his father started
life in America as a farmer or laborer of some sort.

This attitude toward manual labor is now still seen in many
aspects of American life. One is invited to dinner at a home that is
not only comfortably but even luxuriously furnished and in which
there is every evidence of the fact that the family has been able to

030



afford foreign travel, expensive hobbies, and college education for
the children; yet the hostess probably will cook the dinner herself,
will serve it herself and will wash dishes afterward, furthermore the
dinner will not consist merely of something quickly and easily
assembled from contents of various cans and a cake or a pie bought at
the nearby bakery. On the contrary, the hostess usually takes pride in
careful preparation of special dishes. A professional man may talk
about washing the car, digging in his flowerbeds, painting the house.
His wife may even help with these things, just as he often helps her
with the dishwashing. The son who is away at college may wait on
table and wash dishes for his living, or during the summer he may

work with a construction gang on a highway in order to pay for his
education.

1ACER
1. manual /'menjusl/ adj. & &
2. luxuriously /lag'3usriosli/ adv. % 44,



Lesson

Thirteen equals one

Part 1 LES L

% equal /'i:kwal/ v. &F, L
f5i43] : Two plus two equals four.
—m=FTu,
2 raise /reiz/ v. & (8); B&

4] : They are going to raise funds for the school buildings.
A A ERESFERA,

Part 2 6% i i

People living on parts of the south coast of England face a serious
problem. In 1993, the owners of a large hotel and of several houses
discovered, to their horror, that their gardens had disappeared
overnight. The sea had eaten into the soft limestone cliffs on which
they had been built. While experts were studying the problem, the
hotel and several houses disappeared altogether, sliding down the cliff
and into the sea.

Erosion of the white cliffs along the south coast of England has
always been a problem but it has become more serious in recent years.
Dozens of homes have had to be abandoned as the sea has crept
farther and farther inland. Experts have studied the areas most
affected and have drawn up a map for local people, forecasting the

¢« 5
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year in which their homes will be swallowed up by the hungry sea.
Angry owners have called on the Government to erect sea
defenses to protect their homes. Government surveyors have pointed
out that in most cases, this is impossible. New sea walls would cost
hundreds of millions of pounds and would merely make the waves and
currents go further along the coast, shifting the problem from one
area to another. The danger is likely to continue, they say, until the
waves reach an inland area of hard rock which will not be eaten as
limestone is. Meanwhile, if you want to buy a cheap house with an
uncertain future, apply to a house agent in one of the threatened
areas on the south coast of England. You can get a house for a
knockdown price but it may turn out to be a knockdown home.

1 RCEE
1. erosion /i'rouzen/ n. 434k
2. limestone /'laimistoun/ n. & & &

REBEXNE, ZEREHER
1. What is the cause of the problem that people living on parts of the
south coast of England face?
A. The disappearance of hotels, houses and gardens.
B. The experts’ lack of knowledge.
C. The rising of the sea level.
D. The washing-away of limestone cliffs.
2. The erosion of the white cliffs in the south of England
A. will soon become a problem for people living in central England
B. has now become a threat to the local residents
C. is quickly changing the map of England
D. can be stopped if proper measures are taken
3. The experts’ study on the problem of erosion can
A. lead to its eventual solution
B. provide an effective way to slow it down
C. help to prevent it from worsening
D. warn people whose homes are in danger

.60



Lesson 2 Thirteen equals one +=2F— ||

. It is not feasible to build sea defenses to protect against erosion
because

A. it is too costly and will endanger neighbouring areas

B. the government is too slow in taking action

C. they will be easily knocked down by waves and currents

D. house agents along the coast do not support the idea

- According to the author, when buying a house along the south
coast of England, people should

A. be aware of the potential danger involved

B. guard against being cheated by the house agent

C. take the quality of the house into consideration

D. examine the house carefully before making a decision

| ER5#R

1. D M “The sea had eaten into the soft limestone cliffs on which

they had been built” AJH1%& % % D, eaten into washing-away
BT R .

- B NEEBAMEEBRNELL, FFUE— TR, &Mk
HTBt. A: central England ARETF, C. =Bl T I 25
FEATTRER, D: quickly changing th % & 3F 4 & 3, B R
4 B,

. D RRARFE_BERE—H. HEMN, #EEHyD,

- A HXEH=BANAT M impossible J5 X — AR AR, &
RRA, BXXAERRER,

- A REXERF A R ABAR NS LT —HETF, HE
ATRERANE—HMET. LIRS RE A, BEBBAENGR .

khﬂ3ﬁﬂ@ﬁ

TOKYO — Our kids, the Japanese government announced, have

forgotten how to behave. They can’t be bothered with housework. If
they see someone being wronged, they probably look the other way.

070
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Few countries have placed more importance on being well-
behaved in public than Japan. The simplest requests for directions
often result in guided tours. Smiling shopkeepers are still the rule.
Lost wallets usually make their way to their owners.

But according to recent surveys, all that may be going the way of
the ancient hairdo. And Japan’s government has gone into something
of a crisis mode.

A Japanese Education Ministry Survey formed late in 1999 and
made public last month found that Japan moves behind other nations
in teaching youngsters right from wrong.

It also reported that Japanese children are less helpful and do far
less housework than their foreign peers in all classes. But they are
better about taking dirty dishes to the kitchens after dinner.

In addition, Japanese kids are more likely to dry their hair and
carry cell phones than American and Chinese kids, according to another
survey, by a Tokyo-based tank.

Children in about 8 per cent of public school classrooms are so
disorderly that teachers cannot hold lessons, further recent reports
show. children refuse to sit, to listen or to stop talking.

Older and middle-aged Japanese continue to have a solid sense of
good manners and social justice, says Professor Yoshina Hirano from
Shinshu University, who was appointed to direct the ministry’s
survey.

Despite the knowledge of good manners among adults, the
breakdown in manners may be spreading, he said.

1 RCEE
1. crisis /'kraisis/ n. £ 548 %)
2. justice /'d3astis/ n. ESL, AiE



Lesson

An unknown goddess

L

Part ] @®xi

% The city at one time must have been prosperous, for it
enjoyed a high level of civilization.
XELHREE—ERER, BATCEEHESEHIH,
(1) at one time —f, MAT. HEAM at the time (ZEARHT) X5
B4 : At one time they met frequently.
— Bz g LG,
It seemed like a disaster at the time.
5 AR R — R,
(2) must have been: must ({EZ53hiA) + have been (GERLRTZA)
TN W E RN
2 The body of one statue was found among remains dating from
the fifteenth century B. C. ...
HPE—ERE, BNREEEATH LHENFEXHE

(1) A date from HEELE: EHF
B4 : The origins of gunpowder in China also date from the 9th
century AD.
KEETALRRRT ¥R,
(2) A% #) dating from 2 Fi B 7E 4 17 45 35 1E 2 1B, 1B
remains, #H%F €& MH] that could date from the fifteenth
century B. C.



