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Unit One

TEXT A

Why Is The Native Language

Learnt So Well

I. Teaching Plan

Aims

Text A

Text B

Words

mastery, command, flexible, sensi-
tive, acquire, countless, weaken,
enable, plunge, overlook, detect

interview, destructive, proper, in-
visible, disturb, disappear, ignore,
penetrate, annoy

Phrases

in most cases, account for, hold
water, in one’s opinion, lie partly
in, in the first place, what’s more,
meet with, take great pains

live with, stick to, in answer to,
switch to, come up with, hang up,
decide against

Structures

1. parallel structure 2. participle phrase used as attributive

Skills

Reading for finding the topic sentences of paragraphs and their supporting de-
tails; Translating some difficult sentences; Writing for Sales Letter; Listen-

ing & Speaking

II. Notes to the Text
1. Some people believe that a child’s organs of speech are more flexible than

an adult’s.
WHRE R EEEMNF, BR— 4 F4H (more. . . than)
A]H adult’s ZF adult’s organs,
2. But the car also needs training, since at first it can hardly. .. ,which grown

up people hear. . ..

WANRAH], SH B MA] since at first it can hardly. . . in sounds %

1




JE FERE M A] ; which grown-up people hear most clearly J43ERR §il 14 & &
WA, ] grown-up FIYETEZ1A], #&1i people,

3. The real answer,in my opinion, lies partly in the child himself, partly in
the behavior of the people around him.
WA A fEB4], in my opinion A4\ iR IEIEE A, lies partly in B/&
R“EATET", (lies) partly in H lies g, LLBRER

4. A child hears it spoken from moming. .. and right structure.
WA B4, A it fCRF BE7E (mother tongue) , spoken it 25701 {E
Mffi it, with the right pronunciation. . . right structure /-7 E/ERIE S
fiiat 254314 spoken,

5. What is more, the child has private lessons. .. which he generally shares
with others.
WRIHNE A FA), AlH what's more FHYERIA, R “ME . Fm" 2 &,
while 7E A PEZER A, BaXTH, BERZ ()W, &, =T, /LU
ERE-NIIE, P g — BN,

6. Finally, though a child’s “teachers” may not. .. with him are always close
and personal.

WA RE A4, though Nk, ERILPRENE, BERRE -,

Para. 1 The Lead-in Topic ,
Children learn their mother tongue so well, compared with adults
learning a foreign language.
Para. 2—6 The difference of children and adults in learning language
1. The comparison of different results
2. The reasons of the difference between them
Para. 7 The Conclusion
Teachers of language must plunge students into the sea of language.
IV. Detailed Study of the Text
1. How does it happen that. . .
A it B FiE , that-clause M EIE £iFE,
happen v. D occur (by chance) ; take place ({BsRH#L) B ; K4+
How did the accident happen? FHiEBEAKRLEH?
@ have the (good or bad) fortune (to do sth. ) ; chance HT5 ;P4 5F



She happened to be out/ It happened that she was out when he called.
I T TE B A TIARFER o
2. visual aids: motion pictures, lantern slides, charts ,etc. used in teaching,
illustrating lectures, etc.
3. here a complete mastery of the language, however stupid the children; there
in most cases . .. a faulty and inexact command. —IFLERTES, A
BETEZ25M, 5 —AKE BT WERRTE R, BE—io
WRBREHA, LM,
HERA)H otherwise Bk, otherwise BRTT LU FI/E#17, R R “ BN 4, 35
W RYERNA, R B — A SR A%, 1 an otherwise excellent painting
R AUR—ERBENLE" , ENEERER, RAFERS,
ZAFYTF .. . . however stupid the children can be; . .. grown-ups still have a
faulty and inexact command.
1) [HT] &5 case WYIFLH
@ in most cases in most situations EREHERT

Men are believed to be more brave than women in most cases. MNTA R

BUAERZEIENT LB,
@ in any case whatever happens or may have happened  JGif 0 fa];
IE\Z

Please come to me for help in any case. AEREHAHERRRE,

® in no case in no circumstances Toit e ER A

In no case should we give up halfway.  FCHS A NI B TR
@ in case of sth. if sth. happens {B 10

In case of fire, ring the alarm bell. KB Sr B4

® in case if sth. should happen J7—

Don’t forget to bring an umbrella in case it rain(s). FmTH R4
B T,

(® in that case if that is the state of affairs BB BRI

You don’t like your job? In that case why don’t you leave?  {RAE IR
MTAEG? MRR, AR —E T 22

@ a case in point an example that is relevant to the matter being dis-
cussed iE

All reactionaries are doomed. Hitler is a good case in point.

— VIS B IR RE BRI, Ao Bt e — A BIE



2) mastery n. (D mastery (of sth.) (complete) knowledge; great skill ¥

i Rk
She showed complete mastery in her handling of the discussion. it b 28

X FEEERIB LT B Ao

| ® mastery (over sb. /sth. ) control F |

Which side will gain/get the mastery? — Bf— ¥ RGN ?

[#HECHE]

a.
b.

I Y N &

acquire/achieve mastery of a foreign language ¥H:@—[15ME
Everyone should exercise mastery over his own fortune. &4 ANERN %
¥iE A HME,
possess mastery of the Chinese language 3B 3C
the admirable mastery of the technique 4> A KM HEEX [ JHEA
have an imperfect mastery over French X} ¥:iE A ¥g#
sufficient mastery of English F54r B35
Without a proper mastery of English, it is impossible to... ARk
HWEBIE RATTEE -
What accounts for this difference?
account for  explain the cause of sth. fFBREIFYHIFE
His illness accounts for his absence. i HEHLE .
Ek#E: @ on account of sth.  on this / that account i F;HR
We delayed our departure on account of the bad weather. H FREARN
7, RGBS RNEEIHER T .
® on no account not on any account; not for any reason PANA]LL; YIS
On no account the prisoner can be leaved unguarded.  XMAFLHRABE
BANEF
3 on one’s account for one’s sake X T F ARG
Don’t change your plan on my account. A4 T K MBZEMREITRI,
@) take account of sth. take sth. into account; to consider sth. &
If we take account of his age, his performance is not bad.  {IF% fEZ|fih
BIAFIR , B RIERAHER

.. but plunge him right down into the sea of language. ..
Ay “right” R B, “down” BlEIR R . EHOBA KM EERA
@Jln = B‘J?@#ED
plunge (sth. ) into sth. (D (cause sth. to) fall into sth. suddenly and



with force (Y] RATEABA , HEAZ

plunge one’s hand into cold water EF—F F{hEd Kk

@ (cause sth. to) enter a specified state or condition ({HEXLZ4) A

The country (was) plunged into civil war after the death of the President.
BEEMEERHFANRRS

The bad news plunged us into despair. EEFEERRIIGALLE,

6. Some people believe that a child’s organs. .. an adult’s. % AiA¥,JL
ENEERELRANEMEER,
organ n. FEA{KKZEE, I organs of hearing “NF R E” organs of
sight “YHEE" .

7. Their flexibility of the tongue and lips is acquired later, and with no small
difficulty. & FM/EHLERN HERMAZ EEREH, AR E— 2o,
acquire vz. (D gain (sth. ) by one’s own ability, efforts or behavior

. (SEHCHEEN BARATHT) 348,188 (L)
I acquire a good knowledge of English by my hard work. = AL BUR ]
%ﬁ?%kx o
@ obtain (sth.) HG(FEHY)
My sister couldn’t take her desk with her to the new house—that’ s how I
came to acquire it. FRIRIKTCHEIBH A F R MAFE—R BB ixAE
VEEEINe: 5
PL %% :acquisition n. action of acquiring w8183
the acquisition of knowledge/a fortune FKFEHII/ M &

8. But the ear also needs training, since of ﬁrst it can hardly detect differ-
ences in sounds, .
detect vr. (D discover or recognize that (sth. ) is present R, B4,
= (FEEY)

The dentist could detect no decay in her teeth. FEEET MK F, R

RAERF

 investigate and solve ( crime, etc. Mg i (RRE)

This police officer’s job is to defect fraud. XV AT IRVESR,

Lt % :detection 7. detecting; discovering &K ; £

a. the detection of crime X}SE4THY{fi A

b. try to escape detection by disguising oneself FEEFTH LASE T figE &
5



HEH
[#Hr] detect, discover, find, recognize
XILMAER RS, BECRA” Z &,
@ detect #£“RIM FHBELEEY M= (RRS)",
This police officer’s job is to detect fraud. X{EE R MEKIER,
@ discover 5 RI(FM, KEYE)”,“ HPERHMEHR”, “BEW
BER(EAREY)” .
Columbus discovered America. B AN T EM,
I discovered him stealing my bike. REIMMTRYETE,
@ find #H“BHRBREAEYREAN) ", “ BB 2",
a. Look what I’ ve found. BEREI T H 4.
b. I can find nothing new to say on this subject. XFi XA AR H
HAFEE.
@ recognize §“IANHEIRFIFEAREZY”, “RASIAFEY”,
“IAIRE]”,
a. I recognized her by her red hat. FARIEMAILLIEFINE T b,
b. The soldier recognized a signal. XM +EHRBIE—-MSE,
c. He recognized his lack of qualifications for the post. f7&iA H 2 &
BRMHEIRIRSE
. The real answer, in my opinion, lies partly in the child himself , partly in
the behavior of the people around him.
[##47] opinion, view
HRAI, RAMERE IR,
1) opinion (© &3 — AN A BIFE B BUASUR M 6050 57 , {E 3 7 )
W S HELE A XM,
What’ s your opinion of the wine? {R/EABFHE?
@ in one’s opinion/in the opinion of {KMBIEAHNBE
a. In the opinion of most people, the scheme is unsound.
REGNAFE M RIARZEE,
b. In the opinion of my doctors, I should be well enough to travel
next week. FEERAFR, RTEARTUREEKTT.
@ BB AFRBHANE RN BEER N BRE BESHE
J& 4518 : public opinion/ the majority opinion of a commission.

2) view WA NANBERIRILLE L,



a. He holds strong views about trade unions. fh%f T.& A R KK
I

b. My father was fond of airing his views in public. FALFEERKY
RS EMATVLE

10. They take great pains to make their lessons easy. . .

1.

take (great) pains ( with/over/to do sth. )  take great care or make a

careful effort to do sth. /NOEEMGES BB S

Great pains have been taken to ensure the safety of the passengers. 2}

THRRELZLTMARKR

She takes great pains with her work. it TAEsRI L o

b :@© pains n (8H) F&5:;%0:80

a. He has taken pains to study the problem. i F & AFFTARAIE

b. She took great pains in educating her children. it %K %75 .02 F ftb
HFXo

¢. Mary took great pains with her English lesson and got high marks.
TN 2|28 S B0, AR T /4%

d. Much pains, no gains. 3¥FFIIk,

e. No pains, -no gains. (%) N5k,

) painstaking adj. done with, requiring great care or trouble #§ />

O EER

a painstaking job/investigation BRI TAE/ A2

painstaking accuracy &F ST

a painstaking student BETHIFELE

Unfortunately, this is a point often overlooked by teachers of language,. . .

overlook vt. (D have or give a view of (a place) from above ff{;

g

a. We overlook the church from our house.  F {17 LA A R 4 B
i,

b. Our garden is overlooked by our neighbors’ windows. M &R/E18Y
HPAIRBIREMIER,

@ fail to see/notice; miss KB/ RIEZE ;b

He overlooked a spelling error on the first page. MEEHEEFHE TP

ANPHEHIR,

) take no notice of (sb./sth. ) ; ignore ZM,ZEE(FEA/HEY),;

7



d:"She overlooked his rudeness and tried to pretend nothing had hap-
pened. HI¥A EAMMAHLE RS, B REETHERHT
b. His services have been overlooked for years. ) Zh%iC #iE &
Z4F
V. Summary of the Text

Children learn their first language so well compared with adults learning a
foreign language. The problem is that age is a confounding factor, particularly when
the comparison is between first language acquisition in children, and second language
acquisition in adults. Age brings about differences in the results of language learn-
ing. Children have their own advantages in learning their mother tongue while adults
have a poor command of a foreign language because they don’t have enough time to
practice. Teachers of language often overlook the point that they are too strict with
their students in some little part of the subject, thus students’ interest suffers.

VI. Text-related Information
About the Author

Otto Jespersen (1860—1943) , Danish philologist, was professor of English at
the University of Copenhagen from 1893 till 1925. He devoted his long life to the
study of the English language and is especially known for his monumental work on
English grammar ( A Modemn English Grammar on Historical Principles, 7,
volumes, 1909—1949). As a gifted linguist, he was equally at home in French,
German and English. Many of his works on English have been held as standard
reference books even among English scholars. He was a shrewd observer of Eng-
lish, a patient recorder of its peculiarities, a companion and guide to the profession-
al student. The present except is from his Language, Its Nature, Development and
Origin (1922). It has been adapted and re-edited.

About the Language

Culture Notes:

Each language has three functions. The. first is that it is used as a native lan-
guage/mother tongue. The second is that it is used as a second language. The
second language is often spoken by the people of most previous colonial countries.
The third one is that it is used as a foreign language. English, spoken as a foreign
language, has its most people in the world now.



